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INTRODUCTION 

Archaeological tourism is a new field within cultural tourism that has developed 

as a result of people’s interest in the past. Archaeological tourism consists of two main 

activities: visits to archaeological excavation sites and participation in the studies 

undertaken there. The target group of archaeological tourism includes intellectuals and 

various people having an interest in archaeology. Any politician, bank employee, 

doctor, artist or other professional or working person can now spend their vacation at 

the archaeological excavation site of which they’ve dreamed. The development of this 

tourism focus area presents a novel product to the tourism economy and increases 

innovation in archaeology. 

Three main paths must be followed in order to successfully offer an 

archaeological tourism product: research, conservation and promotion.  

Projects in the domain of archaeological tourism in Azerbaijan that have been 

realized in the last years are: “Medieval Agsu Town Archaeological Tourism Complex” 

and “Development and Promotion of archaeological tourism in Azerbaijan.” These are 

the first projects of this kind.  

Medieval Agsu Town Archaeological Tourism project is an independent project 

of MIRAS Organization, a specialized NGO in the field of study, protection and 

promotion of the cultural heritage of Azerbaijan and realized in collaboration with 

ANAS National Museum of History of Azerbaijan and ANAS Institute of Archaeology 

and Ethnography. The Ministry of Culture and Tourism of the Republic of Azerbaijan 

and Agsu regional Executive Power supported the project. Agsu Town built by the 

founder of the Afshar State, Nader shah, who came to power in the 1730s, was the 

largest city in the Caucasus at that time. Agsu Archaeological Expedition studied in 

2010-2012 1,5 hectare of 40 hectares of the area and covered the excavation sites with 

metal construction and conserved the finds and exposition halls installed inside that. 

Experts value the Medieval Agsu Town Archaeological Tourism project as a scientific 

innovation. This complex is available for tourists in all seasons and it is possible to see 

excavation sites on the spot. Books, seminars, conferences and info-tours have 

increased the effectiveness of this archaeological tourism project, which received 8000 

tourists in 2013. 

“The Development and Promotion of Archaeological Tourism in Azerbaijan” 

project is also an independent project of MIRAS Organization and funded by  the 

Council of State Support to Non-Governmental Organizations under the President of the 

Republic of Azerbaijan. The project covered August, September, October months in 

2011 and included seminars at universities, the publication of “Azerbaijani Pearls” 

brochure promoting archaeological tourism and perspective monuments, the production 

of the “Azerbijan land of monuments" documentary and creation of the 

www.archaeotourism.az web portal. We intend to promote archaeological tourism in 

Azerbaijan as a new field of tourism.  



4 
 

There is a need for education in archaeological tourism in educational 

institutions that focus on tourism. However ‘archaeological tourism’ is only one part of 

the promotional task  as an understanding of the surroundings and the social climate is 

also required. Classes must be developed in accordance with the archaeological tourism 

potential of the specific monuments.  

Neither international nor European values regarding archaeological tourism have 

been codified yet. We are willing to support the formation of archaeological tourism 

values while also developing this field in the Eurasian region generally and the Turkic-

Islamic area in particular.  

The research done in the field of archaeological tourism, including local and 

international projects, has shown that this tourism field will improve governmental-

private-NGO relations and will be still more attractive in the future.  
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ABOUT THE 

“CITIES OF COMMON CULTURAL HERITAGE” 

PROJECT 

The “Cities of Common Cultural Heritage” project on international 

archeological-tourism route development submitted by the Ministry of Culture and 

Tourism of the Republic of Azerbaijan was entitled to receive the grant provided by 

COMCEC (Committee for Economic and Commercial Cooperation of the Organization 

of the Islamic Conference) Coordination Office. The Project included the assessment of 

potentially attractive cultural-historical sites and common cultural heritage in 4 

countries (Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan and Turkey) for inclusion into the joint 

product development. It especially focuses on the Japanese and European tourism 

market, as well as on arrivals from Islamic countries. Furthermore, it will serve for 

promoting the Islamic historical - cultural heritage and tourism potential of these 

countries at an international level. 

The Project aims at enhancing tourism exchange and increasing tourism arrivals 

to the COMCEC region by exchange of practices in the relevant sphere and by 

developing and promoting joint tourism products in these countries. It will contribute to 

bring the tourism sector to an internationally competitive level and ensure sustainable 

tourism development in COMCEC region by raising awareness of the existing 

destinations with their cultural sites and attractions at the targeted source markets. 

Within the framework of the project comparative analysis of relevant tourism 

resources and practices in the respective four countries was performed, joint tourism 

product was created: the thematic route was developed and tourism packages were 

composed. For this purpose the project experts have made on site visits to the pilot 

regions in Azerbaijan, Turkey, Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan. The purpose of these visits 

were to provide comparative analysis of relevant tourism resources and practices in 

these regions, detailed assessment of destinations and common cultural heritage in four 

countries providing necessary information regarding the creation of archeological-

historical route and tourism packages. Regional experts from other countries (for the 

realization of the project in each country) were attracted. As a result of these site visits 

and analyses the experts have prepared draft report, which included all collected 

information based on analysis and recommendations for creation of the joint product. 

As a next step of the project implementation 3 day workshop was organized in 

Baku. Representatives from relevant countries were attracted to this work-shop with a 

view to discuss and negotiate all aspects of creation of the joint product on common 

cultural heritage of the relevant cities based on budget availability of interested groups. 

Participants consisted of experts from the cultural heritage and tourism industry from 

the participating countries, Azerbaijani public and private sector representatives and 

other relevant institutions. Representatives from mass media were also attracted during 

the workshop with a view to promote the results of the project. The new product will 
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include international cultural route along archeological-historical sites covering all 4 

countries. It is deemed to be realized by 4-5 and/or 2-3 days tour packages in each 

country. Potential tourists will be able to choose the whole route package or any of these 

countries for traveling. They will be able to make sightseeing tours along these sites 

and/or actively participate in archeological excavations. 

As a last step of the project Final report was prepared. 
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Executive Summary 

Tourism is consisted as a wealth of any country. All countries promote their 

tourism potentials and try to attract tourists.  In some cases, neighbouring countries 

collaborate with each other to arrange international tourism routes as well.  The “Cities 

of Common Cultural Heritage” project prepared and realized by the Ministry of Culture 

and Tourism of Azerbaijan Republic with the financial support of the COMCEC 

Coordination Office seeks to achieve this objective and presents the first international 

tourism route that combines four Turkic-Islamic countries. 

The project was aiming to investigate and research archaeological tourism 

opportunities in pilot destinations at the first phase. The main purpose was to identify 

old Turkic-Islamic cultural relationships between the four countries and to link the 

relevance of cultural heritage such as nature, touristic appearances, attractions and etc. 

This project looks into the pre-Islamic history of Turkey, Azerbaijan, 

Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan, as well as Scythians and Saks, as well as the history, 

culture, and art in this region during the arrival of Islam, rule of Seljuk, Elkhani, 

Timurid, Chagatai, Karakoyunlu, Akkooyunlu, Safavid, Ottoman, sultanates and 

khanates.  The Project also enabled studies on the archaeology, folklore, and 

ethnography of the Turkic peoples in this part of the world.  

Rock engravings of Gobustan and Tamgali; Sak scripts on the Esik golden 

outfit; Hazreti Osman’s Koran in Tashkent and Sacred Relics in Istanbul; Khoja Ahmed 

Yasavi Complex in Turkistan; Seljuk cemetery and epigraphy in Gubbatul-Islam Ahlat; 

Otrar and Shamkir archaeological sites as urban samples; Khiva destroyed by Nadir 

Shah, Aghsu built by himself; Shahi-Nakhshibend of Bukhara; Shirvanshahlar of 

Shamakhi and Pir Omar Khalvati; Shahrisabz – White Palace of Amir Timur; 

Samarkand – the capital of capitals; Nizami Ganjavi of Ganja; Baku – the city of winds; 

Amasya – the city of Shahzades, Gabala – archaeological pearl of the region, Van – the 

castle of lights: offer an extensive outlook to the world of rich Turkic-Islamic culture for 

interested groups from any part of the world. 

Despite the rapid development of the tourism industry in the targetted countries, 

there is still a need for investigation and exploration of the archaeological-tourism 

potential. The research also reveals specific and identic features of similar cultures. The 

project will search and find answers of many questions related Turkic-Islamic culture, 

the role of the participating four countries in this civilization. What are the key factors 

combines these four countries? Why these four countries have been chosen? In which 

cities of these countries have been realized archaeological investigations? What is the 

efficiency and profit of archaeological investigations? What are the archaeological 

tourism and its advantages? And many of answers will be defined for the questions 

mentioned in this project.  

The Project seeks to identify the existing tourism potentials and barriers and 

develop solutions, as well as to promote the cultural heritage, which is unique to this 

region. The target tourism destinations have century’s old history and are rich with their 
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own traditions.  Until now, various national entities have attempted to explore and 

promote the potential of these tourism destinations at the international level.  In this 

regard, the role of this project should be highlighted, as it is the first of its kind, 

covering investigations, as well as activities aimed at promotion of the cultural and 

archaeological heritage of these destinations, as part of the Islamic culture. The Project 

creates links among cities of common cultural history, located in Turkey, Azerbaijan, 

Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan. 

There might be a question why we need this project or why this project is 

realized? Cultural and historical identity, also geographical situation of the participant 

countries creates suitable conditions for gaining special place in the world tourism 

market and it requires multilateral cooperation to be improved. Realization of the 

project will contribute to the strengthening cooperation among these countries’ public 

and private sector representatives in the tourism sphere, extension of the quadrilateral 

tourist exchange and attraction of more tourists from world tourism market, as well as 

preservation of Islamic cultural richness and worldwide promotion of historical and 

cultural heritage in COMCEC region. The questions put in front of this project are to 

identify the problems in the frame of link between the countries which played a great 

role and hosted a great heritage since middle age century. Which kind of tour programs 

can be developed which combines more Turkic-Islamic countries. 

Why these 4 countries were chosen as pilot regions? Taking into account the 

geographic location and accessibility among these countries, as well as active 

archaeological excavation relevant cities in these 4 countries were chosen as pilot 

regions for the first step. The project can be developed and cover other Turkic-islamic 

countries in the future on its successes. 

As mentioned above in the first phase of the project implementation a study of 

cultural tourism, particularly the archaeological tourism potential in Azerbaijan, 

Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan and Turkey was carried out by the experts of the project. The 

study was realized in two forms – on site visits and desk-based analyse. 

Experts have made on-site visits to Erzurum, Van, Ahlat and Amasya in Turkey 

on 26-30 April, to Aghsu, Shamakhi, Gabala, Ganja and Shamkir in Azerbaijan on 09-

13 May, to Tamgali, Turkustan, Yassi and Otrar in Kazakhstan on 06 – 10 June and to 

Samargand, Shahrisabz, Bukhara, Khiva and Termez in Uzbekistan on 11-16 June. 

During the site-visits in Turkey studies were firstly carried out in Van city. 

Besides the project experts local experts from the relevant shperes (Selami Bak, staff 

member of the Van Yüzüncü Yıl University and Deputy Chief of the Ahlat 

Archaeological expedition. Muzaffar Aktug, Chief of the Van Culture and Tourism 

Department, Erkan Konyar from Istanbul University, Head of the Van Archaeological 

expedition) took part at the study. Making a visit to the city and Van castle where the 

archealogical excavations are going on the experts had a chance to study the city and the 

medieval section of the castle. The Van Castle was founded on rock in the direction of 

East-west, 5 km away from the city centre. The rock is 1800 m. long, 20-120 m wide, 

and 100 m tall. On one side, the rock is in the form of a cliff and vertical topography 
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from the south and horizontal from the north. The castle was known as capital of Urartu, 

called Tushpa for a long time, was built by king Sarduri I during 840-825 BC. The 

Castle includes the following components: Sarduri Tower, Anali-qiz open air temple, 

graves of Argishti I, Menua, and Sarduri II on the cliff, thousand stairs and fortress 

walls. Besides the Ahamanid inscriptions from the Urartu period, no other relics until 

Ottoman period have been discovered in the castle. The Castle walls on the east section 

and the towers, the entrance door, the Upper Castle, Suleiman Khan Mosque, and some 

brick and stone buildings were added during the Ottoman rule. The castle was used for 

military purposes in the Ottoman period. Van city was established in the plains towards 

the south of the Castle. Archeologic findings include those of Urartu, Scythians, Midia, 

Lidia, Selevkids, Roman, Byzantine, Seljukids, Garakoyunlus and the Ottoman. The 

city encircled by Castle walls was completely destroyed in early XX century.  

The next stop was Ahlat city, known as Gubbatul Islam and visited Halima 

Khatun Tomb, built during the Seljukid period in Gevash district. Ahlat city is known 

for graves remaining from the Seljukid period and which features a volcano-mountain 

named Namrud on one side and Subhan Mountain on the other. The Ministry of Culture 

and Tourism of Turkey and Yüzinci Yil University conduct archaeological researches 

and conservation works on these graves. The Ahlat Archaeological expedition is headed 

by Prof. Dr. Recai Karahan. The graves consist of Seyidler, Meydan, Gaziler and Amir 

Bayandur sections. A number of architectural sites were visited in Ahlat, besides the 

Seljuk graves: Amir Bayandur Mosque and the Tomb, the Hasan Padishah Tomb, the 

Mirza Muhammad Tomb, the Amir Ali Tomb, Dada Makhsud Tomb, the Usta-Shagird 

Tomb (murid and Murshid), etc.  

During the site visits in Erzurum the experts were accompanied by the Professor 

of Ataturk University, Chingiz Ayyilmaz who is an archaeologist by profession and 

they got acquainted with the Erzurum Castle, archaeological excavations which are 

going on, architectural examples and epigraphy samples from the Ottoman and Seljuk 

periods. The Three Tombs, the Atabeg Mosque, the Chifte Minaret Madrasah, the 

Yaqutiyya Madrasah, the Ich Gala and other monuments were photographed and 

explored on the site.  

The last destination in Turkey was Amasya. With the close support of Mr.Ahmet 

Khaya, the Chief of Amasya Culture and Tourism Department, and Jalal Ozdemir, the 

Inspector on Cultural Heritage Monuments study visits were arranged to Amasya castle 

and other monuments in Amasya (Shirvanli Mosque, Upper Tomb Mosque, and 

Sabunchuoglu Hospital).  Later a meeting was arranged for the specialists with 

managers of hotels and tourism agencies.  

The site visits in Azerbaijan were also successfully realized. First destination in 

Azerbaijan to be studied was Gabala. The experts got acquainted with the new Gabala 

Mosque and visited the sites where the antique and middle ages sections of the city are 

located.  These sites are located near Chukhur-Gabala village and have been studied by 

archaeologists for 100 years. First, the director of Gabala State Historical-Artistic 

Reserve, Bahruz Guliyev demonstrated the exposition of artefacts recovered during 
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archaeological excavations. The staff members of the Reservation filled out the 

questionnaires. Later, the experts visited the archaeological excavations site and 

conservation areas in Selbir. They studied the relics and findings in the Gabala Castle. 

Gabala was the capital of Caucasus Albania during the antique period.  The city also 

features cultural layers of Seljukid and Safavid periods with numerous artefacts. The 

experts visited the Ismayil bey Gutgashinli Memorial Museum, whose brother Yahya 

bey Gutgashinli was a Nakshibandiyya Tarikat Sheikh.  The experts also noted that the 

Museum is not in a desirable condition and needs renovation.  The Juma Mosque of 

Gabala, built during the XIX century in local architectural style, was also included into 

the study.  

Shamakhi was the following destination which is near to Gabala. With the close 

cooperation of Mr.Rafael Tagizadeh, the deputy head of the Department of the Culture 

and Tourism of Shamakhi. First they visited the Gulistan Castle, located near Shamakhi. 

The Gulistan Castle was used during IX-XVI centuries. Azerbaijani archaeologists have 

carried out some limited research on the Castle. Lately archaeological excavations were 

carried out in the Castle, which revealed some of its relics. There is a need for 

renovation of the road to the Castle and for conservation of the relics. Rafael Tagizadeh 

was also requested to fill out the questionnaires. Then the experts visited ancient 

Shamakhi and Khynysly settlement. The Shamakhi-Khynysly monument, cited by 

Ptolemy in II century, is situated within the city, is not in a good condition today. Other 

attractions in Shamakhi include the newly discovered building relics, some sections of 

the fortress walls, water reservoirs, the Yeddi Gunbaz Tomb Complex, the Shamakhi 

History Museum and the Local Literature Museum. 

The 3rd point was Ganja - one of the most ancient cities of Azerbaijan. Visits 

were arranged firstly to the History and Ethnography Museum of Ganja,  then to the site 

called Shaharburnu in Ganja old city. The pollution created by tons of waste dumped on 

the city where genius people like Nizami Ganjavi and Mahsati Ganjavi lived caused 

concern. The expedition that was conducted as part of comprehensive archaeological 

researches led by Vadim Leviatov and Ishag Jafarzada during 1938-1940 in connection 

with Nizami Ganjavi’s 800 years anniversary is of world importance. After visiting the 

Nizami Ganjavi Mausoleum, the experts travelled to Shamkir.  

In this district they were acquainted with the modern Shamkir city, which 

reflects the architecture of a historic Germany colony. It must be emphasized that, 

Shamkir is distinctive from other cities for its cleanliness, identity and rich attractions in 

the parks. After getting visiting the Medieval Shamkir city, the experts got acquainted 

with the large-scale archaeological research and conservation work, which has 

contributed to development of an archaeological tourism facility. The city, which 

combined unique samples of Turkic-Islamic culture in Azerbaijan, was destroyed during 

the Mongolian attacks in XIII century. Later in the evening, the experts left Shamkir for 

Aghsu.  

Last destination of site-visits in Azerbaijan was Agshu region. Aghsu is 

important for its archealogical excavations which are going on and is famous as an 
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archealogical city. Archaeological explorations covering 1,5 ha were conducted in 

Medieval Aghsu town in 2010-2012.  Part of the excavation areas are equipped with 

metal covers and relics re conserved. The Medieval Aghsu town is an example to the 

scientific innovation, in terms of an archaeological tourism complex. Afterwards the 

experts visited the Medieval Shikhmazid Monument and were familiarized with 

archaeological explorations and uncovered artefacts.  

Kazakhstan was the next region to be studied. The experts were met by Nizami 

Rustamov, a representative of the Embassy of the Republic of Azerbaijan to Republic of 

Kazakhstan in Almaty, who arranged meetings between the experts and relevant 

counterparts. The experts travelled to the State Historical Cultural Reserve-Museum in 

Esik city by a hired car. In Esik city the Museum and the kurgans in the open air were 

introduced to tehm by Dr. Otabek Babayev. Esik kurgans remain from the Scythians 

and Saks and are famous for their fascinating features. The Gold Man artefact was 

found here in 1969 and is considered the richest grave monument, decorated with a 

number of golden items. More than 4000 gold items were found from this kurgan and 

protected currently in Astana. The golden outfit is believed to have belonged to a 

Scythian prince.  It was reconstructed and now displayed in Esik Museum. An 

inscription on the small bowl found here demonstrates an ancient Turkic script.  

After the experts travelled to the Tamgali Reserve-Museum, located in a semi 

desert area, 120 km away on north-west of Almaty. The experts were met by one of the 

department chiefs of the Museum, who briefed them about the Tamgali Petroglyphs. 

Tamgali was discovered in 1950, though the rock engravings are from the Bronze Age, 

there were petroglyphs from the Iron Age and the Turkic period. In 2004 the Tamgali 

Petroglyphs were listed by the UNESCO World Heritage with more than 2000 images.  

These rock engravings are divided into 6 sections. It is analogous with Gamigaya more 

than Gobustan in Azerbaijan. 

At the next stop of the study-visits Turkistan experts were met by Mr.Maulen 

Sadikbekov, the Director of the Hazrat Sultan Museum Reserve, who gave extensive 

information about the Reserve and the Khoja Ahmad Yasavi Mausoleum. Khoja Ahmad 

was a renowned Sufi, who lived during XII century and the author of Divani Hikmat. 

Timur had a grandiose mausoleum built in his honour during 1389-1405. In 2002 it was 

listed by UNESCO's World Heritage. The Mausoleum features the famous “Toy 

gazany” in a large hall, which was ordered by Timur and made by a master from Tabriz 

with different metals. On the entrance door Timur’s sword is displayed, the original 

which he took to the battles he participated in. Around the Hazrat Sultan Mausoleum 

you can see the relics from ancient Turkistan (Yasi) and pre-Islamic layers.  

Otrar city was the following destination where tey were met by Yerdjan 

Euelkhanılı, the Director of Otrar Archaeology Reserve-Museum and Serik Akilbek, an 

archaeologist. First, the experts visited architectural monuments of Arslan Baba 

Mausoleum Complex. Arslan Baba was the first teacher of Khoja Ahmad Yasavi on 

Sufizm. There are many legends about him. Some sources indicate that he lived during 

the Prophet Muhammad’s period and other present him as Khoja Ahmad Yasavi’s 
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uncle. The relics of the ancient Otrar city are very valuable in terms of studying 

topography of medieval cities. The experts made briefed by Serik Akilbek on 

archaeological researches in Otrar city. The site features fortress walls, a mosque, a 

hamam, and pottery works, which are displayed and conversed for tourists to see. Most 

Otrar findings are protected in museums and funds.  

Experts travelled directly to Uzbekistan from Otrar. The experts arrived in 

Tashkent through Kazakhstan-Uzbekistan border. The experts were met by Polad 

Zeynalov, the Deputy Director of the Cultural Centre of Azerbaijan named after Heydar 

Aliyev in Uzbekistan, who also organized meetings with relevant counterparts.  

The experts started their survey from Samarkand City. The first meeting was 

held with Maysara Naberayeva, the Chief of Samarkand State Inspection Service for 

Protection and Usage of Monuments, Otabek Babaev, the Chief of Samarkand 

Department of Republic of Uzbekistan Foreign-Economic Relations Ministry and 

Investment and Trade Ministry of Samarkand, Ilxom Suvanov, the Director General of 

Samarkand Department of National "Ozbekturizm" Company, and Amridin 

Berimuradov, the Director of the Institute of Archaeology of the Academy of Sciences 

of the Republic of Uzbekistan.  Then they visited the Gur Amir Mausoleum and the 

Madrasah, where Timur and his family are buried, the Ulugbey’s Museum and 

Observatory, the Shahi-Zinda Mausoleum complex, the Bibi Khanim Mosque, and 

relics of the ancient Afrashiyab city, the Registan Complex and other world famous 

monuments. 

After Samargand the experts travelled to Shahrisabz city where they were met 

by Rovshan Kadirov, the Chief of the State Inspection Service for Protection and Usage 

of Shahrisabz Monuments, who provided information on Shahrisabz. The experts 

visited the relics and the entrance door of the Ak Saray Castle, built by Timur and used 

as a summer house, as well as parts of the famous Hovuz Mardan that were discovered 

during archaeological excavations.  Some parts of this monument have been conserved 

and studied. Then the experts visited sepulchres of the Darut-Tilavat Complex together 

with the Goy Gunbaz Mosque, built in honour of Shahrukh Mirza, father of Ulughbey. 

The experts also visited Timur’s eldest son Jahangir’s Tomb, the relics of the tomb and 

sepulchre he built for himself in the Darus-Saadat complex. 

In Termez city which was the following destination experts were accompanied 

by Jalaladdin Mirzoyev, an archaeologist and a professor of the Termez University. He 

provided the experts with information on archaeological researches carried out in 

Termez city and architectural monuments. The graves of Seyyids who were buried in X-

XVIII centuries in the Sultan Saodat Architectural Complex was used as a pilgrimage 

site. The Girkh Giz (Forty Girls) Castle that belongs to the IX-XIV centuries has an 

attractive architectural form. The Mausoleum of Hakim Tirmizi, Termezli Museum and 

relics of the old Termez city are located at the border with Afghanistan. The experts 

visited the Termez Archaeological Museum where the archaeological artefacts are 

exhibited and then travelled to Bukhara on the same day.  
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The next stop was worldwide famous city Bukhara. Bukhara is listed by the 

UNESCO World Heritage Sites and is known for its rich architecture. With the close 

support of Mr.Rovshan Hudaykulov, the Chief of State Inspection Service for 

Protection and Usage of Bukhara Monuments the experts visited the Kalan Minaret, the 

Kalan Mosque and the Miri-Arab Madrasah. Then the experts continued with visiting 

the Ark Castle and the excavation sites, along with preserved and restored buildings. 

Later, they took a tour of the Shahi-Nakhshiband Complex and the Tomb, which is also 

a religious site for the Nakhshibandiyya tarikat. The experts were informed that this 

tomb is very valuable for the people of Uzbekistan and that even the president of the 

country visits this tomb very frequently. 

The experts continued their travel to Khiva. During study visits in Khiva experts 

were supported by Dilmurad Babajanov, the Chief of the State Inspection Service for 

Protection and Usage of Khiva Monuments in Khiva. The historic Khiva Castle is listed 

by the UNESCO World Heritage Sites. The Castle consists of two sections, Ichan Gala 

and Dishan Gala. The visitors enter the Ichan Gala from the main gate, first touring the 

Muhammad Amin Khan Madrasah and then the Kalta Minaret. Khiva khans lived in the 

Khan Palace during XVI-XIX centuries. The summer mosque is very notable there as 

well.  It should be mentioned that archaeological excavations were carried out in most 

places and restoration work has been completed. One of the most interesting places of 

Khiva is the Juma Mosque. The Juma Mosque paved way for opening the excavations 

in the medieval Aghsu town in Azerbaijan. 

Keeping the continuing archaeological explorations in castles located in the 

above mentioned cities, as well as significant findings uncovered during these 

explorations, the experts implemented surveys of the archaeological monuments and 

studied their significance from a tourism potential point of view along with researches 

and analyses that they carried out. The one of the most important part is the local 

infrastructure. During the investigation, the hotels, travel agencies, transport companies 

are drafted as well. Because, these tourism infrastructures play great role in the hosting 

of foreign tourists. Details are followed in the report. In addition, the experts developed 

an extensive photo bank during the conduct of their researches.  The research materials 

of the four countries are combined in a report, which provides insights on the tourism 

potential of the Turkic-Islamic world from an archaeological-cultural point of view. 

Following the aim of the project tourism and archaeological heritage potential 

was investigated, the report was drafted, later on, the outcomes of the study and 

proposed tourism product were presented to the the participants of the workshop 

orginzed in Baku for discussion. Finally joint tourism route was determined and tourism 

packages were composed on the mutual agrrement of the participants. 

One of the most important point of this project is the gross cash flow which will 

come to the countries. It is a fact that, tourism is one the most profitable sector in the 

world and there is such kind of countries economy based only tourism. This project will 

help to the countries to take a good profit from this tourism product.In order to attract 

tourists along this route each country will have to pay attention to the development of 
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their promotion and marketing activities and to the strengthening of the quadrilateral 

cooperation in the future with a view to achieve the goal of the project. 
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1. TURKEY 

 

General Information. Turkey is a cradle of cultures and civilizations 

connecting Europe and Asia through Anatolia. Since the beginning of history Anatolia, 

renowned as one of the earliest human settlements, has continued to flourish with the 

migration of various tribes, and is home to a vast cultural heritage through a series of 

succeeding empires and civilizations. Many empires ranging from the Sumerians to the 

Hittites, the Lydians to the Byzantines and the Seljuks to the Ottomans have once 

thrived and faded away within the borders of Turkey. 

Ankara was chosen as the capital of the Turkish Republic in 1923. Turkey is a 

leading member in various international organizations such as the United Nations (UN), 

the Council of Europe (EC), the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), the Black 

Sea Economic Cooperation Organization and the Organization of the Islamic 

Conference (OIC).  It is constant evolution and enjoys rapid growth. 

Geography. The Bosporus and the Dardanelles connect the Black Sea, the 

Aegean Sea and the Marmara Sea.  They are surrounded by magnificent landscapes and 

feature bridges connecting the land mass.  Turkey is bordered with Greece and Bulgaria 

to the west, Georgia, Armenia and Azerbaijan to the east and Iran, Iraq, and Syria to the 

south.  

Turkey is blessed with a wide range of climatic diversity. You can come across 

with various types of climate conditions within a single day in the seven different 

geographical regions of Turkey.   

Located at the intersection of the European, Asian and African continents, 

Turkey is rich with various mountains, plains, caves, seas and many other natural 

formations and splendours. All types of sports activities and more specifically, outdoor 

sports can be enjoyed amidst a breathtaking nature providing both for adrenaline and 

entertainment. Then there are the eastern regions, where honey-coloured outposts 

overlook the plains of the ancient Mesopotamia and weather-beaten relics add lashings 

of lyricism to mountain ranges. It's hardly surprising that Turkey has attracted so many 

people over the centuries. 

Culture. The hub of all religions that have been lost in time or still exist, 

Anatolia is particularly rich in monuments and heritage bearing traces of diverse 

religious cultures. According to Christianity, for instance, pilgrims travelling the route 

of the seven holy churches including Ephesus, Izmir, Bergama, Salihli, Alasehir, 

Denizli and Akhisar are considered to have fulfilled their duty of pilgrimage. 

Furthermore, many branches of art that originated in the Anatolian lands and were 

introduced to the world are still kept alive and continue to be developed in the present 

day. 

One of the most precious and diverse treasures of Turkey is of course, the 

Turkish cuisine. The variety offered by this magnificent heritage of flavours, which 

evolved over the centuries with the blending of the culinary cultures of many 

communities and civilizations is limitless. Thousands of unique delicacies and 
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specialties ranging from meat dishes to cold dishes with olive oil, from sorbets to spices 

are beloved by guests from all over the world. 

Turkey as a tourism destination. Turkey is much the same as an open air 

museum thanks to its magnificent heritage comprised of historical and cultural 

monuments and sites built everywhere in Anatolia since the ancient times. Thanks to its 

geographical position located at the meeting point of three continents, Turkey is able to 

offer fast and convenient transportation with more than 200 direct flights to various 

destinations in the world and connecting flights to all other destinations around the 

globe. Turkish Airlines operate flights from its main hub at the Istanbul-Ataturk 

Airport. It is also possible to explore different corners of Turkey by entering the country 

via highway through neighbouring countries located in Asia and Europe. 

Arts. Home to numerous communities and civilizations from the beginning of 

history, Anatolia is also the harbour of the magnificent Turkish culture. At the 

crossroads of the East and the West, Turkish culture, from its cuisine to social life, bears 

the traces of different cultures. 

Fine arts which have been produced since the mankind’s earliest days are an 

integral part of Turkish culture too.  

Traditional fine arts and handicrafts such as Ebru, hat (calligraphy), çini (chini) 

and ceramics in addition to photography constitute an integral part of Turkish culture 

and have evolved over time. Art enthusiasts may come across many works of fine art 

and handicrafts at a variety of museums and galleries. 

Architecture. When one sets foot in Turkey, they are following traces of some 

remarkable historical figures. Ottoman sultans used to luxuriate in İstanbul's Topkapı 

Palace, surrounded by fawning courtiers, harem members and riches from an empire 

stretching from Budapest to Baghdad. Centuries earlier, Byzantine Christians cut cave 

churches into Cappadocia's fairy chimneys. At other points over the millennia, Romans 

coursed down the Curetes Way at Ephesus (Efes), Armenians built Ani's churches on 

the Anatolian steppe, whirling dervishes gyrated with Sufi mysticism, and the 

mysterious Lycians left ruins on Mediterranean beaches. Turkey has hosted history-

book figures including Julius Caesar, who famously 'came, saw and conquered' near 

Amasya, and St Paul, who criss-crossed the country. 

Turkey's long history, coupled with its unique position at the meeting point of 

Europe and Asia, contributed to evolution of a profound depth of culture. Immersing in 

that culture is as simple as soaking in a Seljuk or Ottoman hamam, eating kebap and 

tasting sweets brought along the Silk Road, or visiting the ancient ruins scattering the 

fields, bays and hills. 

UNWTO Statistics. According to World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) 

Tourism Highlight’14 report, Turkey has preserved its 6th most important international 

tourist destination country status in 2013, compared to last year’s figures (+5.9%). 

However, Turkey occupies the 12th place on the list of international tourism receipt 

(spending) generating an income amount of nearly $28 million in 2013 (+5.7%). 
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Destination 
International Tourist Arrivals 

(1000) 

International Tourists Receipts  

($ millions) 

Turkey 
2010 2011 2012 2013 2010 2011 2012 2013 

31,364 34,654 35,698 37,795 22,585 25,054 25,345 27,997 

Source: World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) - (data collected by UNWTO on May, 

2014) 

  

  



18 
 

1.1. VAN 

 

History. Van is located in the eastern part of Anatolia, on the coast of Lake Van. 

Its neighbours are Dogubeyazit, Diyadin and Hamur districts of Agri Province on the 

north; Lake Van, the Patnos district of Agri Province, Adiljevaz, Tatvan and Hizan 

districts of Bitlis province on the west; the Pervazi district of Siirt Province, 

Beytushebap and Yuksekova districts of Hakkari Province on the south. On the east, it 

is bordered with the Islamic Republic of Iran. Its area is 19.069 km2, and it is the 6th 

largest province in Turkey. 

Van city is situated near Lake Van, which is rich with sodium bicarbonate. Lake 

Van is situated among tall mountains, 1646m above the sea level, and it covers an area 

of 3713 km2. Its length is 130m, width is 80m, and average depth is below 50 m, with 

deepest point at 451 m. The lake has no outlet. There is only one type of fish here, a 

carp called “whitefish” which can live both in fresh and salt water. The average 

temperature of the water is 21°C in summer. Because of high salinity, even in severe 

winter it does not freeze except the shallow part in its north. It takes 3.5 hours for ships 

departed from Tatvan to get to the port of Van. There are 4 beautiful islands in the lake: 

Charpanaq, Akdamar, Gush and Adir. The colour of the lake alters according to the 

seasons. The Van Castle, Torpakkale, Chavushtepe, the church of Akdamar, Ahlat 

cemetery, the tombs of Gevash and Bendimahi waterfall are sites that attract tourists the 

most. 

There are a lot of hypotheses about the origin of the name Van. In his work 

called “Seyahetname”, Ovliya Chelebi points out that the name comes from the times of 

Alexander the Great who made a city from the temple called Vank in the Van Castle. 

Another legend claims that Van was an ancient city called Shahmerimekend in honour 

of Shah Maryam (Semiramis), the queen of Assyria, approximately in BC 1900. Later, 

in the last period of Kunyanya, the name “Van” was mentioned thanks to extending and 

flourishing of the city by the proconsul called Van. But the most correct and scientific 

point about the origin of the name of Van is that the name comes from the words 

“Biane” or “Viane” in Urartian language. Historic sources claim that Urartians called 

themselves “Bianili”. In the flourishing period of Urartu, there were many cities and 

societies named Biane in the Van region. 

The oldest cultural traces in Van region date back to Neolithic and Bronze ages. 

Archaeological excavations in Tulkutepe and Ernis cemeteries near the Van Castle 

revealed artefacts from the Neolithic, Bronze and Iron ages. 

After 3rd millennium BC when Hurri tribes came to eastern Anatolia from 

Caucasus, the region was put under the authority of Hurris. In XIII century BC, the 

power of Mitanni, the descendant of Hurris, weakened and small principalities were 

formed. In order to take over those principalities, Assyrians have marched to the region 

several times, and have fought with Nairi and Uruatri forces. 

The war of Urartians, the main masters of the region, against Assyrians lasted 

until mid IX century BC. Assyrians couldn’t take over this mountainous region, and, 
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therefore, the ruler Sarduri the First (841-836 BC) established the state of Urartu. And 

Tushpa, that is Van, became the capital of that state. Sarduri the First who built and 

strengthened the Van Castle engraved an inscription about his activities to the tower of 

Sardur, named after him, the first ever known inscription on Urartian history. The 

construction of the Castle was completed during the rule of Ishouini (764-735 BC). 

Until 609 BC, Urartians were authorities in the Van Castle, but Scythians took over 

when they entered the region. Eventually, the region of Van was taken over by 

Scythians, Medes and Achaemenians. After Alexander the Great defeated the 

Achaemenid Empire, the region effected by the Hellenistic culture. Seleucids here were 

replaced by Romans, Parthians and Sasanids. Khazars, entering the Van region by the 

invitation of Sasanids, have fought with Muslim armies, and, finally accepted Islam. 

In the period when Van was under the authority of Islamic state, it was part of 

the Ermeniyye province. In the period of Abbasids, Christian population was given a 

possibility to establish a half-independent state. Thus, Vaspurakan emirates were 

established, with its capital in Gevash. By the end of the X century, the Byzantine 

established control over the Van region. But the attacks of Seljuk Turks to the region 

caused Vaspurakan to cede Van to Vasily II, the Byzantine emperor, and abandon the 

area. 

Seljuk Turks, with the support of Turkmens in Urmia, have defeated the 

Byzantine forces in 1042. In 1045, Sultan Toghrul conquered Van, Erjish and Bergiri. 

In 1064, most of the fortifications around Van were conquered. Administrations of 

conquered regions were given to amirs by Sultan Alp Arslan. Van itself was ruled by 

Sakaroghlu Abu Dulef, the amir of Nakhchivan. Malazgird battle, in 1071, created 

conditions for Turks to settle in the region once and for all. After the establishment of 

Ahlatshahlar as a state, Van was ruled by Sokmenides. 

Ottoman takeover of the region dates back to 1534. In that year, during the 

campaign of Sultan Suleiman against Safavids, major cities like Baghdad, Tabriz and 

Van were put under control of Ottomans. But the war that started in Europe caused 

Safavids to get this region back. During the new campaign against Safavids in 1548, the 

Ottomans established their permanent control over the Van Castle. 

The Archaeology Museum, which was inaugurated in 1972, includes artefacts 

from the Urartian period – a cylindrical ancient stamp, cash collection, as well as a 3-

meter relief and tombstones made of stone. 

Based on research conclusions, the route proposed for the Van region starts with 

visiting the relics of the ancient city of Van. Currently, archaeological studies here are 

continuing. Head of the archaeological expedition is Associate Prof. Dr. Erkan Konyar. 

Excavations have revealed some public buildings and large streets of the ancient city. 

Along with the archaeological remains, despite the city was destroyed, some preserved 

mosques, bathhouses and madrasahs are worth mentioning. The mosque, madrasahs and 

the mansion at the Khosrov Pasha Complex, the Twin Bath House, Gaya Chelebi 

Mosque, the Kandkhuda Ahmad mosque, the Golden Minaret Mosque, the barley 

reservoir of Miri, the water reservoir of Van, Ulu Mosque, the Suleiman Khan Mosque, 
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the tomb of Abdulrahman Gazi, Van Wells, etc. are important historical sites, 

demonstrating the rich Turkic-Islamic history of the city. It is possible to come across 

relics of the churches which were used by non-muslim populations. While visiting the 

remains of city, you can see the cuneiform inscription of the Achaemenid king, Dara the 

First, which was engraved on the rock, and looks spectacular. Tourists can take the bus 

from the old Van city towards the Van Castle. Before entering the Castle, you can visit 

the remains of graves and settlements that were discovered by the archaeological 

research led during the last years and the reconstructions of old Van houses. Walking up 

the sharp rocks towards the historic Van Castle, tourists can see the tower of Sarduri, 

“Girl-with-Mother” open-air temple, the rock graves of Argishti I, Gurucular, Menua 

and Sarduri II, “Min Nerdivan”, and fortification walls carved into the rock. No 

historical monument remain within the Castle, except those in Ehemeni language which 

refers to the period from Urartians to Ottoman. The east wall of castle, castle-towers, 

entrance door, Upper fort, the Suleiman Khan Mosque and Minaret, military buildings 

are Ottoman works. You can enjoy a breathtaking view of the old city of Van, Subhan 

Mountain and Lake Van from the Castle. After visiting the Castle, tourists can enjoy 

Van dishes on a green garden located on the foothills of the Castle and shop for 

souvenirs. In the second half of the day, tourists can visit the Helime Khatun Tomb in 

Seljuklu village which is in Gevash district. The tomb was built by Izzeddin, the Seljuk 

monarch of Anatolia, for his daughter Helime Khatun in 1335. There are a lot of graves 

from Karakoyunlu and Akkoyunlu periods around the Tomb. 

 

Tourism overview.  

From Istanbul’s Haydarpaşa station (on the Asian side) there are direct trains to 

Tatvan, a town on the west side of Lake Van, two times a week, on Mondays and 

Fridays. This train (Vangölü Express) departs from Haydarpaşa and stops in a number 

of cities and towns across Anatolia, including Eskişehir, Ankara, Kayseri, Sivas, and 

Malatya among others. According to the timetable, the trip between Istanbul and Tatvan 

takes almost 40 hours, with frequent and probably long delays. This is the longest (both 

in terms of miles travelled and time spent inside the train) non-international train 

journey in Turkey and gives a through panorama of almost all regions of inland Turkey. 

Inter Rail pass is accepted in this train. Once arrived in Tatvan, you can take the ferry 

which crosses the lake to Van. The international train service from Tehran to Istanbul 

(Trans-Asia Express) stops in Van once per week. Apart from Trans-Asia, there is also 

another weekly international train service between Van station and Tabriz in Iran. The 

biweekly Vangölü Ekspresi from İstanbul, which passes through Ankara, terminates in 

Tatvan and then the ferry brings travellers to the dock at Van. The weekly Trans Asia 

Ekspresi connects İstanbul to Tehran and makes a stop in Van. 

Buses arrive from most destinations in Turkey. Remember that most buses arrive 

in the Otogar a few km out of town. As always, check the details of your ticket when 

buying. You can take minibuses to Doğubeyazıt and Yuksekova to cross the Iranian 

border. There are also two buses a day from Urmia in Iran. 
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There is a ferry line in the Lake Van, between Tatvan on the western shoreline 

and Van on the eastern shoreline. The ferry arriving from Tatvan, leaves three times a 

day, morning, noon and evening, though departure times are not fixed. It takes four 

hours to cross the lake. The ferry service that crosses Lake Van between Tatvan and 

Van operate twice a day.   

One can rent a car to journey around Lake Van. Europcar or Avis – Urartu 

Turizm is the rent-a-car companies located next door to the Büyük Urartu Oteli. 

Atlasjet operates a daily flight to/from Istanbul. Pegasus Airline has a daily 

flight to/from Ankara and Istanbul. Sun Express has a flight to/from İzmir twice a week. 

Turkish Airlines has a daily flight to/from Istanbul and Ankara. 

Van is 1685 km from Istanbul; 1231 km from Ankara; 941 km from Amasya; 

380 km from Erzurum; 677 km from Trabzon; 936 km from Samsun; and 199 km from 

Ahlat. 

Van offers a variety of lodging options to stay overnight – from budget hotels to 

high-end 5 star hotels. Some prominent properties are: Elite World Van, Buyuk Urartu 

Hotel, Royal Milano, Buyuk Asur Oteli and Van Yakut Otel. There is the low-fare stay 

option at Onecity Apart Hotel, which is positioned as a guest house. 

For the detailed information about accommodation establishments and travel 

agencies see Annex 1 and 2. 

Site amenities are very crucial in terms of destination sustainability and visitors’ 

comfort. Van features all necessary site amenities such as water, sewage system; heath 

care centres, ATMs (banks) and so forth for meeting basic daily needs, despite its lower 

level of urbanization. 

The city is famous for its breakfast salons (kahvaltı salonu), you are served a 

really filling breakfast including locally produced cheese (different types, including 

famous "otlu peynir") and honey, tahini, olives, tomatoes, cucumbers, kaymak (similar 

to clotted cream), and warm bread. The price usually includes an unlimited amount of 

tea. Locals tend to avoid "Breakfast Street", and favour businesses that are just off the 

main roads. Egg dishes are also prepared upon request. As in all Turkish cities, there are 

so many tea houses in Van as well, with the aromatic smoke of nargile (shisha or water 

pipe). There are quite a few bars within the Çarsi (downtown area).  

Niçe is just off the Maras Street and offers opera on television and various types 

of western music. Small, loud, and smoky, Niçe has a great 'dive bar' aesthetic. Workers 

are accustomed to seeing the occasional foreigner and do their best to accommodate 

them. In winter, they serve mulled wine. 

The Lop Bar is between Cumhuriet and Sanat Street, on a second floor walk-up. 

There's live music most weekends, a staff that's helpful, large operable windows, and 

affordable prices. Be sure to get a 'şişe' (bottle). Decent cocktails are available. 

The North Shield is tucked away in the back of Tamara Otel (just between Sanat 

and Maraş Streets). Upon entering the hotel, head left through a sliding door, down a 

hall, and up the stairs. While slightly more expensive than other bars, football matches 

are generally shown in a British pub reproduction and there is adequate air ventilation. 
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Ancient Van city retains the historical memory of many centuries though it has 

been in  ruins for the last 100 years.  Vast opportunities are available in Van at the 

present moment for the development of archaeological tourism. Above all 

archaeological explorations are being done every year during the season of excavation. 

Conservation work on the finds was started, along with archaeological research, under 

guidance of the chief of the expedition, Dr. Doc. Erkan Konyar. Tourists can join in 

ongoing archaeological research for some days as part of the intended archaeological 

tour. The archaeological excavation site is situated in such an interesting and convenient 

place that the group can easily join in other activities of the expedition. For example, 

cleaning, documentation and and a seminar, as well as camping. Our observations show 

that Van inhabitants are frank and outgoing and interested in the study of the region’s 

history. Making it possible to integrate the experience of the archaeological monuments 

with a rich ethnographic vision, as well as an interesting social interaction. Although it 

is possible to visit ancient buildings, the ongoing repair of the Van Museum can  make 

seeing the finds uncomfortable. However the large size of the museum and the richness 

of the finds suggest Van Museum will be the main museum of the region in the future. 

A  survey of Van residents and intellectuals on archaeological tourism suggests most   

think much work is still to be done in order to improve tourism in old Van. European 

tourists arriving from various neighbouring countries come to see the Christian heritage 

of the region and enjoy amazing Van Lake, as well as the rich cuisine and different 

services available in the vicinity. Common Turkic-Islamic archaeological heritage cities 

will influence on the development of incomplete infrastructure due to the last earth-

quake along with displaying archaeological tourism potential of Van city. 

According to the TALC model developed by Butler (1980), Van is on the stage 

of mature Involvement and early Development. In response to the steadily growing 

tourism demands, local enterprises offer tourism services, sometimes together with 

external investors and developers (ex. Brand chain hotels). 

 

 

1.3. AHLAT 

 

History and heritage. Ahlat is a district in Bitlis Province, located on the north-

west of Lake Van, with the population of 35.000. It is bordered with Bulanig and 

Melazgird districts of Mush Province on the north, Mush Province on the west, Lake 

Van on the south, Tatvan and Bitlis on the south-west, and Lake Van and Adiljevaz 

Province on the east. 

This place was named “Halads” by Urartians, one of most ancient inhabitants of 

Ahlat; “Ahlat” by Turks and Persians, “Khelat” by Kurds, “Kelath” by Assyrians, and 

“Xilat” by Arabs. There are various legends and hypotheses about the origin of the 

name of Ahlat. According to one of these legends, the name originates from mournings 

to the Urartian king Latin.  Further, the legend claims that when Urartian king Latin was 
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injured heavily in a battle with Medes, his daughter Dermia cried out an mourning 

which followed the words “Ahh! Lat” (O, Lat). 

Artefacts referring to Stone and Bronze Ages are rarely found. In fact, these 

periods have not been investigated very well. The area of Ahlat was under the control of 

Urartians in IX century BC, and was known as an Urartian city until VII century BC. 

There is not enough information about that period, either. The region which was under 

the control of Medes in VII century BC, and territories under the Persians were later 

occupied by Alexander the Great and were influenced by the Hellenistic cultural 

system. Ahlat had been part of the Byzantine Empire following Pont and Roman rules.  

In 641, in the period of Hazrat Omar, Ahlat was conquered by the Jazeera 

conqueror Iyaz ibn Ganem, and put under the Islamic State’s rule. The ruler of Ahlat 

had accepted to pay taxes by the contract, and this contract was approved by Habib ibn 

Maslama who came to eastern Anatolia in the period of Hazrat Osman. During the 

government crisis in the Islamic State, the population of Ahlat rebelled, but then was 

punished by Mahammad ibn Marvan, the Jazeera governor of Umayyads. In 730, after 

the Azerbaijani governor Jerrah ibn Abdullah was killed in the battle with Khazars in 

Ardabil, Said Khereshi who was sent by Caliph Hisham to the region conquered the city 

after a long lasting siege, which was a consequence of not opening the city doors when 

Khereshi wanted to enter. 

Local rules and governance in Ahlat was preserved during the Abbasids. 

Allowing foreigners to engage in trade in Mosul and Diyarbakir dates back to the same 

period. Ahlat suffered frequent attacks by foreigners. In 851, when local rulers couldn’t 

prevent the events around the Lake Van, Musa ibn Zurareni, the head of Great Taurus 

rebels, who was sent from Samira captured the region, and ensured stability. In 928, 

after the governance of Abbasids weakened, Byzantine occupied Ahlat. Mervanoglus 

ruled Ahlat at the end of X century. 

Ahlat and all other cities like Van, Erjish, Melazgird and Bargiri in the region 

were under Byzantine control when the Turks entered Anatolia. Ahlat itself was ruled 

by Muslims since the reign of Hazrat Omar. The flow of Turks to this region started 

since the VIII century. Historical sources state that Chagri Bey, an Oghuz Turkish ruler, 

explored the shores of Lake Van to select a headquarters for himself to live in.  He 

overcame Byzantine commander Senekherimi in battle and then, returning to 

Maveraunnehr, advised his brother Toghrul Bey about the possible conquer of the 

region. In 1040, after the Dandanakan victory, the most important region to conquer 

was Anatolia. The lack of land allocations for the Turkmen Tribes after settling in the 

Great Seljuk State led to the advancement of these tribes towards Anatolia. In 1048, the 

victory of Ibrahim Yinal Hasangala was a heavy blow for the Byzantine. Toghrul Bey 

passed through Ahlat and laid siege on Melazgird, although he did not manage to 

conquer the city. Ahlat served as a military base for advancements into Anatolia under 

the reign of Sultan Alp Arslan.  Seljuk commanders returned to Ahlat after successful 

marches into Gumushtekin, Afshin and Ahmadshah in 1066. 
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Sultan Alp Arslan conquered Melazgird after marching across Ahlat in 1071. 

Sources point out that Ahlat residents who fought in Melazgird returned home with rich 

profits and since then the city was ruled by governors assigned by the Sultan. 

Ahlatshahlar is one of the first Turkic-Islamic principalities like Artukogullari, 

Danishmendogullari, Mengujekogullar and Saltukogullari. The founder of this 

principality was called “Sokmen al-Gutbi” because he was a slave of Turkish origin of 

Gutbeddin, the son of Yaguti who was Melikshah’s uncle. Hence, this principality was 

also referred as Sokmens, Ermenshahlar or Ahlatshahlar, related with the toponyms in 

the region. Ahlatshahlar, the capital of which was Ahlat, ruled in cities like Erjish, 

Adiljevaz, Silvan, Melazgird, Mush, Van, Muradiyye, Gevash, Eleshgird, Tatvan, 

Khani, Erzen and Tebriz from time to time. 

Sources claim that Ahlat’s most prosperous period was under the rule of Turks 

and that the architecture and wealth of the city was compared with those of Egypt. Ahlat 

was known for its advances in science, religion, culture, and arts. Thus, Ahlat was 

called the third city of Gubbetul-Islam, compared to Bukhara and Balkh. Nasir Khosrov, 

when travelling to Egypt in 1046, visited Ahlat on his way, and pointed out that Arab, 

Persian and Armenian languages were spoken here. Under Ahlatshahlar rule however, 

the main languages used for communication were mainly Turkish and Persian. Traders 

from Ahlat in XIII century were described as rich, with extensive markets where arts 

and fruits were in abundance.  The city was full of gardens and was described to be as 

big as Levante. However, the city was devastated by an earthquake in XIII century and 

120.000 of its inhabitants moved to Cairo. The abundance of trade and arts helped the 

establishment of an Akhi organization, which in turn, contributed to the social and 

political life in the city. Furthermore, Hemdullah Gezvini points out that Ahlat was 

paying 51500 dinars to Elkhanids as a tax. This was a huge amount for that period, 

considering that Erzurum was paying only 22.000 and Bayburt 21.000 dinars as tax. 

Ahlat’s riches was related with the trade and cultural wealth of the city. During this 

period, trade and art unions such as Fityan were set up in Ahlat, which were the first of 

its kind in Anatolia. 

The wealth Ahlat gained during the Ahlatshahlar rule also attracted threats. The 

first such battle took place in 1208 when Ayyubids put an end to the Ahlatshahlar state.   

In 1229, after 8-month-siege Ahlat was occupied by Jelaleddin Kharezmshah, 

and the city was looted for three consecutive days. Part of the population were killed 

and some left the city. In 1230, Jelaleddin Kharezmshah lost the Yassichemen battle 

against the Seljuk Sultan of Anatolia and was killed at Meyyaafarigin Mountains. After 

this victory, the Seljuk Sultan of Anatolia extended the borders of his state up to Tbilisi 

and putting an end to the domination of Ayyubids in Sokmen country, took control of 

regions like Ahlat, Bitlis, Van, Adiljevaz and Melazgird. Sultan Elaeddin started the 

reconstruction works in Ahlat that was devastated first by Kharezmshah Jelaleddin and 

then by Mongols.  Under Sultan Elaeddin rule, stability was ensured and trade 

improved. However, Mongols attacked again in 1243 and devastated the city. After 

Hulagu Khan took over the control of Elkhanids, Ahlat remained under the rule of 
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Mongols until 1335. During Sultan Oljaytu’ reign, Ahlat preserved its importance and 

served as a provincial centre as well. Ahlat suffered again, when Abu Said Bahadur 

Khan of the Mongols died, which led to a management crisis. 

After the collapse of Elkhanids the governors and amirs in Ahlat changed 

frequently. Between 1451 and 1462, Karakoyunlus raided and destroyed the city. 

Starting in 1462, Ahlat was put under the rule of Uzun Hasan the Akkoyunlu. After 

Uzun Hasan lost the Otlugbeli battle against Fateh Sultan Mehmet, Akkoyunlu 

governance in Ahlat was weakened.  

Following the consolidation of Safavids, Ahlat came under the Safavid rule until 

the Chaldiran battle in 1515. Sultan Selim built a fortress around the lake after 

conquering Ahlat. This fortress was further extended by Sultan Suleiman the Kanuni 

during his campaign to Iraqi. Some monuments in this fortress built during the Ottoman 

rule include the Isgandar Pasha Mosque, Bath house and Gazi Mahmud Mosque. In 

addition, there are other types of constructions called Gala within the fortress complex.   

In addition to the Ottoman-Safavid wars, Ahlat suffered from frequent 

earthquakes. Starting with the Mongol raids, Ahlat started to decline and lost its 

significance during the course of Ottoman and Safavid conflict.  Under Ottoman rule, 

Van was made the provincial centre, whereas Ahlat was allocated as a district in 

Adiljevaz province.  Later, Ahlat was transferred to Bitlis province.   

According to estimates, more than 2000 people from Ahlat died during World 

War I.  In addition, Russian and Armenian troops launched several attacks, which made 

the locals to flee.  Russian troops were particularly aggressive and traces of bullets can 

still be seen on tombstones in the local cemetery.   

Head of the Ahlat archaeological expedition is Prof. Dr. Recai Karahan. 

As the saying goes “Your rocks are a language, and your inscriptions on those 

rocks deal with the same language you speak”, tombstones are important artefacts of the 

past that provide information on life and death, the dead and the visitors.  Verses, 

hadiths and prayers on the inscriptions are witnesses to the Islamic background of the 

region, and the styles of the inscriptions give the necessary information about the life 

and management of the local people. 

Scientists who studied Ahlat divided writings on tombstones that belonged to 

Ahlatshahlar, Ayyubids, Bitlis rulers most of which belonged to the Mongolian period, 

Ruzegis, and Safavids into two groups - religious texts and inscriptions. Beyhan 

Karamagarali, in his research named “Ahlat tombstones” points out the following:  

“Verses: ”the 255th verse of Baqara Surah - “Ayetel-Kursi”, Ixlas Verse, the 26 

and 27th verses of Raman Surah, the XVIII verse of Ali-Imran, the 1XV verse of 

Muminun Surah, the 21st verse of Tovbe Surah, the 46th verse of Fussilat Surah, as 

well as the verse that repeated three times in Koran, “Every single passion will taste the 

death”. 

“Hadiths: “The life is a period of one hour, spend it worshiping.”, “Death is a 

door, everybody are to pass through”, “The world is haram to the people of the afterlife, 

as is the afterlife to the people of the world”, “The world is a test for the afterlife”. 
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“Prayers: “Allah, did not create him/her alone”, “Allah, forgive his/her sins”, 

“Allah, sympathize with him, have mercy on him/her”, “Allah, make his/her move 

easier, with Your mercy, have mercy on your creature, accept him/her to Your paradise, 

accept his/her good deed, forgive his/her sins”. 

“Sayings: “Death is a cup, everybody is to drink from it”, “It is a mere truth for 

every single wise person that life is like a little piece of clothing”. 

In the inscriptions group, along with signatures which contain the name of 

craftsmen, there are many writings such as the family tree of who died, nicknames, the 

level in religious sciences, successes in work and social life (praising them with long 

phrases), the date of death and some poems. These lyric and beautiful poems had been 

written in Persian language, dating back to the Great Seljuks rule. 

In 2000, Ahlat Ancient Estates and Tombstones were included to the Temporary 

List of the World Heritage List of the UNESCO. The research shows that many of Ahlat 

Tombstones were destroyed and some of them are preserved until today. 

 

Tourism overview. 

There is little information about transportation to and from Ahlat. Due to its 

close proximity to Tatvan city, Ahlat can be reached via Aghri-Bitlis Highway by car 

and through ferries from Van to Tatvan and continuing by the abovementioned 

Highway (E99). The nearest airport is Ferit Melen Airport in Van city. Domestic buses 

operate regularly from Van, Diyarbekir, Erzurum, Ankara, and Istanbul. The nearest 

Railway Station is Tatvan Railway Station. From Istanbul (on the Asian side) there are 

direct trains from Haydarpasha station to Tatvan, a town on the west side of Lake Van.  

The trains operate two times a week – on Mondays and Fridays. The train (Vangölü 

Express) departs from Haydarpasha and stops a number of cities and towns across 

Anatolia, including Eskishehir, Ankara, Kayseri, Sivas, and Malatya among others. 

According to the timetable train ride between Istanbul and Tatvan takes almost 40 

hours, with frequent and probably long delays. This is the longest (both in terms of 

miles travelled and time spent inside the train) non-international train journey in Turkey 

and gives a through panorama of almost all regions of inland Turkey. Inter Rail pass is 

accepted in this train. 

Ahlat is 1724 km from Istanbul; 1128 km from Ankara; 765 km from Amasya; 

320 km from Erzurum; 617 km from Trabzon; 820 km from Samsun; and 199 km from 

Van. 

Most people who visit Ahlat prefer to stay in Van where there is a better choice 

of places to stay. There is very limited number of accommodations for overnight stays 

in Ahlat. The only searchable hotel property is Ahlat Selcuklu Hotel. Lack of 

accommodation affects the tourism potential of the town. Having said that, tourists can 

stay in low budget accommodation facilities located in the nearby Tatvan.   

For the detailed information about accommodation establishments see Annex 1. 
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Ahlat has a fairly good level of site amenities such as water, sewage system; 

heath care centres, ATMs (banks) and so forth for meeting daily-basic needs, despite its 

lower urbanization level. 

As in all cities of Turkey, tourists can enjoy abundant restaurants which serve 

lahmajun, doner or shaurma luncheonette. Ahlat has its domestic tastes as well, which is 

unique to the region. Recommended to taste: Harse, Chorti, Shile, Ayran Aşı, Kabak 

Dolması, Klorik, Ciger Taplaması, Turshu Ashı, Kurut Ashı, Mantar, Chılbır, Erik Ashı, 

Parpar, Garik Ashı, Kurutulmush İnci Kefali, Bulgur Bastası, Patlıcan Duzme, Kartop 

(Patates) Yahnisi, İlahna Dolması, Kıbin (Metes), Haluch Ashı, and Dogmech. As in all 

Turkish cities, there are so many tea houses in Ahlat as well, with the aromatic smoke 

of nargile (shisha or water pipe). 

Ahlat is known for its Seljuk Graveyard and is very suitable, like Van, for 

archaeological tourism. Extensive archaeological explorations are conducted during 

excavation season. Along with archaeologists, epigraphers also work in the region. This 

famous monument, the Seljuk Graveyard, appeals particularly to tourists from Islamic 

countries who are interested in religious tours.  Gravestones and tombs also attract the 

attention of scientists from Azerbaijan, Uzbekistan, Turkey and Kazakhstan because of 

new methods of conservation. Furthermore, although there conditions are not suitable 

around Ahlat excavations for camping, there is an archaeological base for archaeologists 

in Ahlat. Aarchaeological and epigraphic explorations, as well as the development of 

general Turkic-Islamic archaeological heritage cities, will have an influence on the 

development of infrastructure and catering projects in the city in the future. 

According to the TALC model, Ahlat is at the mid exploration stage, since it has 

few specialized tourism facilities. Additionally, responding to the presence of small 

number of tourists, locals have begun to provide limited tourism-specific facilities.  

1.4. ERZURUM 

 

History and heritage. Erzurum is located on the east part of Turkey with a 

territory of 25066 km2. It is composed of Ispir, Narman, Oltu, Olur, Bazaryolu, Tortum 

and Uzundere districts, which is part of the Eastern Black Sea region. 70% of the 

Province is in the Eastern Anatolia region. Erzurum is the fourth largest province in 

Turkey after Konya, Sivas and Ankara. Its population is 767.000. 

The first known name of Erzurum is Feodosiopolis, which originates from the 

Emperor of Byzantine, Feodosii II (408-450). It became part of the Roman Empire at 

the end of IV century, and was built by Anatoli, the commander of Eastern Armies, by 

the order of Feodosii II in 415. 

Muslim authors, unlike Christian ones, such as Belazuri named the city as 

Kalikala. It was so because the city was founded by a woman called Kali, and the name 

of the city means “the gift of Kali”. Geographers from the X century claim that Kali 

(Carpet), an important household item in East, was first made here and is named after 

the city. The author of “Hudud el-alem” claims that there was a grandiose fortress and a 

lot of traders operating in the city. 
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The name Erzurum comes from the name of an ancient city called Erzen. After 

conquest by Seljuks, its people moved to Feodosiopolis, that is Kalikala. And in order 

distinguish the region which is between Meyyafarigin and Siirt from the city of Erzan, 

they added the word “rum” to the end of “Erzen”, calling Erzen el-Rum. The name of 

the city was registered as Arzan el-Rum on Seljuk currency. 

Erzurum is estimated to be founded in 4900s BC. Throughout the course of 

history Hurrians, Assyrians, Kimmers, and Scythians ruled the region of Eastern 

Anatolia which includes Erzurum. In VI century BC, Achaemenids and in IV century 

BC, Alexander the Great occupied the city. Seleucids, Parthians and Romans fought in 

order to rule in the region. Erzurum was taken by the Byzantine when the Roman 

Empire collapsed. Settlement of Hetts along the borders and on migration paths led to 

many wars in which Erzurum was involved. The Byzantine founded the city of 

Feodosipolis near the Erzurum in 415. 

Erzurum City was conquered by the armies of Hazrat Omar in 633. After that, 

the population started to increase, and reached 200.000 within a short period of time. 

Erzurum was one of the biggest cities in the world during the early phases of the Islamic 

State.  Crisis within the Islamic State led to its occupation by the Byzantine later on.  

Sources say that Constantin V (741-775), the emperor of Byzantine occupied the 

fortress of Erzurum in 755 and ordered its destruction. Abu Jafar Mansur (754-775), an 

Abbasid caliph reconstructed the ruined fortress in 756. Emperor Feofil (829-842) 

demolished the walls of Erzurum Fortress in 838.  An earthquake in 840 led to the 

collapse of its 18 towers. But Motesim (833-842), another an Abbasid caliph 

reconstructed the fortress for which it is said that he spent 500.000 dirhams. The 

northern military garrison of the Islamic State was settled in Erzurum in 928. In 949, 

during the reign of Constantin VII, a Byzantine Emperor, Muslims lost the fortress of 

Erzurum and its walls were destroyed again. But understanding the importance of the 

fortress, Byzantines reinforced it against the possible threat of Muslims from the east. 

The fortress was considered to be one of the most fortified points on the border of 

Islamic State for 300 years.  The city of Kalikala, which is Erzurum, was a centre of 

Muslim Emirates which later fell to the Byzantine after 949. 

In 1048 Seljuks defeated the Byzantine in Pasin Battle. Thus, Erzurum was 

conquered by Toghrul Bey, his brother Chagri Bey and Prince Gutalmish Bey. But 

Erzurum was given back to the Byzantine based on the terms of a peace contract signed 

shortly after. Abulgasim, one of the commanders of Sultan Alp Arslan, defeated the 

Byzantine after Melazgird victory and conquered Erzurum again in 1071. Abulgasim 

founded the principality of Saltukogullari, which was the first ever Turkish Principality 

in Anatolia. Erzurum was the capital of Saltukogullari Principality until 1202. The 

rulers of Saltukogullari Principality were Malik Abulgasim (1071-1103), Malik Ali 

(1103-1174), Malik Nesreddin Mehmet (1174-1184), Malikshah (1184-1200) and Malik 

Aladdin (1200-1202). Erzurum was later turned into a province within the state of 

Anatolia Seljuk in 1202.  
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In 1242, the Mongols took control of Erzurum. Afterwards the Mongols were 

replaced by Elkhanids. In 1335, Erzurum was subjected to the principality of Erenta. 

Following these invasions Timurids and Karakoyunlus were predominant in the region, 

respectively. In 1467 Uzun Hasan the Akkoyunlu conquered Erzurum. Then the 

Akkoyunlus were replaced by Safavids. The city was eventually weakened due to the 

invasions.  

Despite it was Sultan Selim of the Ottomans who took over Erzurum, it was 

definitively annexed to the Ottomans under Sultan Suleyman. In the period of 

Ottomans, Erzurum developed as provincial centre. It was on the route from Trabzon to 

Tabriz. Erzurum was the main military base for the Ottomans in their campaign against 

the Safavids. During the following periods, Erzurum developed and became a regional 

centre for trade and arts, as well as its importance as a military bastion. 

The fortress of Erzurum was built on a hill, which is located approximately 2000 

m above the sea level by the emperor of Byzantine Feodosii II in 415. It includes an 

outer fortification in which the guards served and inner fortification with its estates, 

markets and streets where the inhabitants of the city lived. The outer fortifications 

consist of two levels and three rows with 110 towers. The inner fortifications were built 

with limestone with 8 towers.  There are separate rooms and a bath house built with 

baked bricks in the yard. During Ottomans, Inner Fortification Mosque was built 

adjoining to the north wall of the inner fortification. The tomb of Forties, the tomb of 

Abu Isaac Kazeruni and the spring of Master Ali were later added to the mosque. Very 

little remains from its outer fortification walls now. Only the names of the gates that 

open in four directions are known - Tabriz, Erzinjan, Gurju, Istanbul and Yeni. In XI 

century, the fortress was taken over by Turks, and used as a military base. The mosque 

and the clock tower, known as Tepsi Minaret of the fortress are important monuments 

of Turkish architecture. The tower was used in Middle Ages as a guard tower, and later 

converted to a clock tower. A single-tomb mosque that was built by 

Abdulmuzeffereddin Gazi, who ruled the city during 1124-1132 involves traditional 

Turkish architecture. 8 towers, walls of which are as thick as 2-2.5m, of the inner 

fortification remain intact. 

The Museum, which holds artefacts collected through various means in Erzurum 

and neighbouring provinces, was opened in the Yagutiyye Madrasah in 1947 and in the 

Gosha Minaret Madrasah in 1947. In 1968, the Museum was moved to its new building. 

When the Yagutiyye Madrasa Turkic-Islamic Works and Ethnography Museum was 

inaugurated in 1994, the Museum was reorganized as an Archaeological Museum. The 

Museum of Turkic-Islamic Works and Ataturk House Museum are attached to it. 

Tourists can visit the Archaeological Excavations Hall, the II century BC Caucasus 

Culture Hall, the Urartu Hall, and the Natural History Hall in the Museum. The artefacts 

discovered in the region are displayed in the Archaeological Excavations Hall. Among 

these, Karaz (1942-1944), Pulur (1960), Gozelova (1961) and Sos (1994-1998) 

excavations are the most important ones. Statues, holy places, arrowheads, pottery and 

stone work from IV millennium BC to the period of Seljuks are displayed here. This 
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culture, known as Karaz in Turkey, stretches from the South Caucasus to the west of 

Lake Urmia and Palestine and is mostly typical to the eastern and south-east Anatolia, 

especially in Erzurum and its surroundings. The artefacts found in Ekiztepe Kurgans - 

jewellery such as rings and earrings, perfume bottles, pottery, etc. from the Roman and 

Hellenistic period have been introduced to the Museum through several acquisitions.  In 

addition, the Museum holds artefacts from the South-Caucasus, stretching from the west 

bank of Lake Van to the eastern Anatolia region, to Lake Urmia in south-east, and to 

Georgia in north-east from the II millennium BC, displayed in the Roman, Hellenistic 

and South-Caucasus hall. The Urartu are believed to be descended from the Hurries, 

who reigned in areas that included Lake Urmia, Lake Goyche and Lake Childir, and 

stretched up to Erzinjan and Malatya in the west in 900-600 BC Along with a number of 

fortifications, rock architecture, water reservoir and irrigation lines from the Urartu 

period, pottery, stamps, battle items are displayed in the Urartu Hall, along with a coins 

collection. Furthermore, a series of coin samples from the Roman and Hellenistic period 

are exhibited in that hall. In the Urartu Writings and Nature History Hall, many 

inscriptions from the Urartu period are exhibited. The mammoth ivory that survived 

500.000 years, remains of plants and Devegozu stones are displayed in this hall. There 

is also a hall dedicated to victims of the massacres committed by Armenian militia, 

where human remains from villages like Alaca, Yashilyayla, Timar, and Obakoy are 

displayed. Other artefacts on display include religious items, buttons, star and crescents, 

necklaces and the Koran sections. 

The historical and archaeological importance of the Erzurum fortress was 

highlighted by excavations in 2000. As a result of large-scale archaeological research 

that started in 2005, a number of valuable artefacts and remains of buildings were 

recovered. Excavations carried out under the leadership of Mustafa Erkmen, the director 

of Erzurum Museum and Dr. Alparslan Jeyla included a number of archaeologists and 

workers.  

During the excavations hookahs from the XVIII-XIX centuries, pottery from the 

III millennium BC, cannonballs and bullets from various historical periods were 

uncovered.  This led to beliefs that there was some production of cannonballs and 

bullets in the fortress.  These artefacts are cleaned and preserved under special 

conditions and will be exhibited in the excavation area.  The reason that Erzurum 

fortress suffered a number of attacks was because of its location at the crossroads, 

making its defence a vital issue.  Excavations indicate to heavy battles in the area.   

Researchers also state that a warehouse and bakery ovens were discovered in the 

fortress from the Ottoman period.  The exaction authorities stated that they are working 

on promoting the fortress as an archaeological tourism destination.  

The Erzurum fortress was built by Anatoly, a military commander who served 

the Byzantine Emperor Feodosii II in 415.  It was named after the Emperor 

Feodosipolis. Later, the fortress was ruled by the Byzantine, Sasanids, Arabs and Turks. 

The Juma Mosque is one of the pearls of Islamic architecture in Erzurum. All 

Turkish sources state that it was built in 1179. The facade of the Mosque was built using 
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dark stones, and walls and small yards are covered with fascinating miniature 

decorations. Its interior is divided into seven sections. There is a carved stand and an 

extraordinary tomb built with overlapping beams on it. Such an arrangement, the co-

called “seabird train” technique resembles a bird’s nest. Despite the fact that the 

Mosque was reconstructed on several occasions, the tomb has preserved its original 

looks. Well-known traveller Ovliya Chelebi point this out in his notes: “If the Mosque is 

repaired, it will be a unique monument in the world.” Chelebi worked as a muezzin in 

Erzurum for two years and was a customs secretary here, and left some remarkable 

notes about the city. 

Gosha Minaret Madrasah is located near the Juma Mosque, and is one of the 

oldest educational institutions in Anatolia. It was built in the XIII century. The 

madrasah that has a wonderful view and an architectural style is fascinating with the 

word “ALLAH” inscribe on it, with twin minarets built using glazed bricks. There is a 

small mosque, rooms for pupils and a sepulchre built for the daughter of Sultan 

Keygubad I in the spiritual compounds. This style of architecture can also be found in 

Uzbekistan. Ovliya Chelebi called these minarets as “unique, reaching the sky, shining 

as the sun, captivating looks with its light”. As the madrasah was abandoned for a 

period, Chelebi wrote that “rope-walkers were using them”. 

Lala Pasha Mosque is located near the Yagutiyya Madrasah. It was built in the 

Mimar Sinan style. The mosque is not so large. The Lala Pasha Palace was located near 

the mosque. 

The Yagutiyye Madrasah was built in 1310. It is rich with its carved flowers and 

patterns on a fine stone work. Turkish symbols, leopard and eagle images can be seen 

on these patterns. This is the biggest madrassa in Anatolia.  Currently, it is home to the 

Museum of Ethnography. Visitors can see Turkish and Islamic examples of art, 

armaments, clothes used by pilgrims, accessories and decorations of dervishes, 

handworks made of obsidian excavated in the Oltu mines about 150 km from Erzurum 

and a classroom in the Museum. Because this place was a religious educational 

institution in the past, the doors to the halls are too low from a contemporary point of 

view.   

The small estates consisting of traditional houses are joined under one attic. The 

streets turned into corridors, and the houses into halls. This place now looks like 

combination of a museum and a restaurant. Historic items and various antique 

household items are displayed on walls and other sites. Tourists visit this place for 

meals and tea. Unlike in museums, the items on display here can be touched. It is 

possible to turn the handle of a gramophone, to lift the samovar lid or to examine ski 

sets used during the last century. Or you can taste local dishes at the local bar. 

  

Tourism overview. 

There is a daily train from Istanbul (Doğu Express, departs from Haydarpaşa 

station). Doğu Express has a stop in Ankara as well (and in a number of other cities and 

towns across Anatolia, including Eskishehir, Kayseri, Sivas, and Erzincan among 
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others). There is also another daily train from Ankara (Erzurum Express, which is said 

to be more comfortable than Doğu Express). Both trains head for Kars — further east. 

The Doğu Ekspress leaves daily at noon for Istanbul via Sivas, Kayseri and Ankara and 

on the other direction for Kars. The Erzurum Ekspress leaves for Ankara, via Sivas and 

Kayseri daily, as well as for Kars. 

All airlines provide shuttle services for passengers at the airport. Kuzkay Turizm 

represents Sun Express. There are two weekly flights to İzmir. Onur Air provides one 

daily flight to Istanbul. Turkish Airlines offers one daily flight to Istanbul and another 

daily flight to Ankara. AnadoluJet: Ankara, Istanbul-Sabiha Gökçen. Pegasus Airlines: 

Ankara, Istanbul-Sabiha Gökçen. Germania: Düsseldorf. Small Planet Airlines: Charter 

- Gdansk. Travel Service Polska: Seasonal charters: Gdansk, Katowice, and Warsaw-

Chopin. 

Buses arrive from most provinces of Turkey. The majority of bus companies 

stop at the Erzurum Otogar, which is about 1 km away from the main city centre. It is a 

walkable distance to town, or you can take the public bus to/from the Otogar. 

Erzurum is 1241 km from Istanbul; 876 km from Ankara; 566 km from Amasya; 

380 km from Van; 302 km from Trabzon; 561 km from Samsun; and 256 km from 

Ahlat. 

Erzurum has different tiers of lodging – from high-end ski resort properties such 

as Renaissance Polad Erzurum, Dedeman Palandoken Resort; middle-range ski resort 

property Palan Ski & Convention Resort; and budget hotels such as Hekimoglu Hotel. 

However, there is very limited or no lodging facilities for low-budget travellers and 

back-packers which hopefully will be provided in the course of additional destination 

development efforts. 

For the detailed information about accommodation establishments and travel 

agencies see Annex 1 and 2. 

Erzurum features a high level of urbanization and all necessary site amenities 

such as water, sewage system; heath care centres, ATMs (banks) and so forth for 

meeting basic daily needs.  

Live-stock breeding is widespread in the region, and there is little chance to 

cultivate vegetables and fruits in this high and cold lands. Therefore the traditional food 

mainly consist of meat and dough. 

The city is also known for different types of local cheese that is hard to find 

elsewhere in Turkey. Kadayıf dolması - A must-taste local dessert of Erzurum cuisine. 

It is made from kadayıf, a sweet pastry with multiple thin layers of flour. Walnuts are 

stuffed in the kadayıf and the stuffed kadayıf is first fried, then cooled and finally ready 

to serve with sweet sauce. Visitors can find the kadayif dolmasi in virtually any 

restaurant in Erzurum, but one of the best restaurants with kadayif dolmasi on the menu 

is a specialized restaurant, called Muammer Usta. Döner - typical Turkish döner is made 

really well and should be tried in Hacı Baba Restaurant on Emniyet Caddesi. Cağ kebap 

- local Erzurum kebab in Gelgor Restaurant. It is made with lamb meat and the 

preparation is similar to that of döner. Unlike döner, which is cooked on a vertical axis, 
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the meat is cooked on a horizontal axis. Güzelyurt Restaurant - A very nice old 

restaurant right in the city centre on Cumhuriyet Caddesi. You can have a good Turkish 

meal with some Turkish raki and enjoy the atmosphere. 

On the edge of Kent Meydanı there is a building with an unusual architecture 

with a glass tower on the corner.  Cafees Cafe, located in this building is a great place to 

drink a tea with a great view of the square and meet local students. The Samatya Cafe is 

located on the upper floor, which also serves as a karaoke place.   

 Erzurum is situated in a geographical area with significant potential for 

development of both summer and winter tourism. The location of Ataturk University 

has caused a significant increase in population. The existence of many mosques and 

medresehs in the city confirms the abundance of Turkic-Islamic culture. One of the 

mostly widely known places of interest in the city is Ich Gala. Archaeological 

explorations over the last years have resulted in interesting discoveries. Seasonal 

explorations done by the Erzurum Archaeology Museum have made the exhibits of the 

museum richer. In this sense, Erzurum Castle must be considered together with 

Erzurum Museum. A summary of the archaeological research already accomplished is 

planned as a way to cover and conserve the site. Excavations are poorly observed as 

compared with Van and Ahlat. However it is possible for tourists to camp inside the 

castle as the town is re-created aside the castle for tourism purposes. The multiple layers 

of the Erzurum Castle makes depth explorations necessary and prevents tourists from 

visiting the site in the short term. 

According to the TALC model, Erzurum is on the eve of Rejuvenation stage 

(marked with B line on the scheme below). Local businesspeople together with the 

municipality have established tourism facilities to meet the demands of both leisure and 

business travellers. Regional and national authorities have undertaken efforts to 

elaborate the destination concept and are further willing to implement minor 

modifications and adjustments to extend the carrying capacity (CC) of Erzurum. 

 

 

1.5. AMASYA 

 

History and heritage. Amasya is situated in the Central Black Sea Region. The 

population is 216000. It is bordered with Tokat on the east, Tokat and Yozgat from on 

the south, Chorum on the west, and Samsun Village on the north. The Province covers 

an area of 5701 km2. 

Amasya cannot be imagined without Yashilirmag River. Yashilirmag River 

originates from the bottom of Kosadag Mountain in the north of Sivas and flows into 

the Black Sea from Charshamba. The 519 kilometre long Yashilirmag River flows 

across Tokat, Amasya and Samsun provinces and joins with other rivers on its course. 

The river has three main branches Kelkit River is the largest. Strabo describes 

Yashilirmag River as Iris in his works. 
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According to Hett sources, the first name of Amasya is known as Khakmish 

[Khakm(p)is]. This name was used until the Persian conquest of Amasya. Amasya’s 

name during the Mithridat Kingdom was “Amasseia”. The script of "AMASSEIA" is 

clearly seen in the coins minted in Amasya especially since the 2rd century. The well-

known geographer Strabon also uses the expression "Amaseia" for Amasya. The 

expression of "Amaseia" is connected with the phrase “Ama”. In its different versions 

“Ma” signifies “Mother God” in the sense of “Mother”. Referring to this, it is said that 

Amaseia means “the city of Mother God”. Mother God is a God of eastern origin, 

widely worshipped after the Persian conquest of Anatolia. Ma was at the same time a 

local god for Mithridats and Cappadocia. The expression of “Amaseia” is the variation 

coincided with the language of basic expression form of Ellin peoples who lived during 

the Persian reign. The name Amaseia was used as "AMACIAC" (Amasya) without 

modification in Roman period. For instance, the name "AMACIAC" is seen in Amasya 

town coins minted during the reign of Roman emperors Septimius Severus, Karakalla 

and Severus Alexander. It is known Amasya preserved its name during the Byzantine 

period. Amasya is registered sometimes as Amasiyya and Shahri-Kharashna during the 

Danishmendli reign. The name of Amasya reached our days without any changes in the 

time of Seljuklu, Elkhani, Anatolian principalities and Ottoman states. 

The monuments from the Stone Age need more in depth exploration. The traces 

of some dwellings from the Copper-Stone age have been discovered. Hamam Hill, 

Sarimeshe Kunbet, Keshlik Goshapinar, Ayvalipinar, Kanatpinar Devret and Devechi 

Yogurtchu Baba settlements are known to have thrived during the Eneolithic period in 

Amasya. 

It is believed that large parts of Amasya were inhabited in the Early Bronze Age 

(3000-2500 years BC). Settlements from this period include Yassi Hoyuk (Oluz 

Hoyuk), Sallar, Delijik Tepe, Gadiksaray, Turkmanlik Hill and Gayaduzu. 

Amasya was within the borders of the civilization known as “Hatti Culture” in 

Mesopotamia script sources from the mid Bronze Age (2500-2000 years BC). 

Mahmatlar was one of the settlements of Hattis located in Centre village of Amasya. 

Mahmatlar was destroyed in 1949 as a result of illegitimate excavations by treasure 

hunters. The artefacts discovered from this site were later seized by the authorities. A 

number of golden, silver and bronze items have been discovered from the Hatti culture. 

Amasya was under the Hetts rule after the Hatti reign came to an end. One of 

main buildings in Amasya that remain from the Hetts period is Dogantepe dwelling in 

the city centre. Hett Storm God Teshup’s bronze statue, from 1400-1200 BC uncovered 

in Dogantepe is a very important Hett artefact, preserved until today. Hetts rule declined 

in 1190 BC as a result of storms in the Balkans, which caused very harsh drought and 

famine in Gashgas or Frigs in the Black Sea Mountains. During the so called Dark Ages 

Amasya experienced destructions, plunder and massacres, which lasted for more than 

400 years. 

Frigs asserted themselves as a political power since 750 year BC, strengthened 

their frontiers during reign of King Midas (725-695/675 year BC) and Amasya was 
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incorporated to the Frigiya State. Frigs could not resist against the continuous attacks of 

Kimmers over the Caucasus and was weakened especially during 676 BC 

Kimmers harassed the Anatolian states in this period which affected the 

craftsmanship and culture of communities in this region, except the Frigs. Kimmers 

were spread in the Black Sea region and they subjugated Amasya and its surrounding 

during the following years. Although comparatively a limited number of artefacts have 

been found in Amasya, armaments and other items displayed from the kurgans in 

Izmirler and Gumushhajikoy villages are held in the Amasya Museum. Kimmers and 

Scythians gradually lost their strength as the important power in Anatolian history 

during 675-585 BC. 

Gizilirmak was accepted as a border in 585 BC between Lidia and Midia in 

Anatolia following a 5-year war.   Amasya was incorporated into Midia until the 

Ahamani Persian conquest. After a short lived Midian rule, Amasya was subjected to 

Ahamanis with the defeat of Lidian ruler Krois by Kir, the founder of the Ahamani 

Persian Empire in 547 BC The Persians divided their lands into twenty Satraps and 

appointed chief governors to rule them. Satrap meant the guardian of the crown. During 

this period, Amasya remained within the eastern borders of the region known as the 

Cappadocia Satrap for 250 years. A section of the King’s Route passed through 

Yashilirmag and Amasya, starting from Sardes and ending in Suz.  

A significant part of Anatolia was conquered by Macedonia after 333 BC, except 

North Cappadocia and Amasya, when Alexander the Great defeated the Persians and the 

Battle of Iss.  From this point, the region came under the influence of the Ellin culture. 

This period is a synthesis of faiths and cultures of the East and the West. A new 

political period commenced in Anatolia after the death of Alexander the Great (year 323 

BC). His heirs were unable to maintain the empire’s unity and the empire was divided 

into various realms. Mithridat I of Pontus who had Persian origins, established his rule 

in 301 B.C as the Mithridat Kingdom and chose Amasya as its capital. Amasya 

developed in architectural and cultural points of view and was the main city in the 

region until the capital was moved to Sinop city during the reign of Farnak I. The 

friendly relations established between the Mithridat Kingdom of Pontus and the Roman 

Empire, especially during Mithridat V’s rule waned under Mithridat VI of Eupator 

(111-63 BC), which led to the long lasting Mithridat wars. The city was destroyed after 

Amasya was seized by Roman counsellor Pompeii, who defeated Mithridat Eupator in 

63 BC and put an end to the Pontus Mithridat Kingdom. Its territories, including Vifinia 

region, Vifinia-Mithridat province and Amasya were included into the borders of 

Roman Empire. 

After the Parthian occupation of the region up to Karia, the Roman Emperor 

Antonius led a campaign against the Parthians, defeating them with the help 

mercenaries.   Antonius came to Anatolia and established vassal kingdoms with the 

purpose to create a buffer region between the Roman Empire and Parfia. In 39 BC 

Mithridat region including Amasya was given to Farnak II’ son Dara. Amasya was then 

a metropolis in the Mithridat region. In 25 BC the Roman Emperor Augustin 
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established the Galatia Province, which included Mithridat region. As a border region, 

Amasya turned into an inter-provincial centre of the road system in the Roman Empire. 

Excavations have revealed coins minted in this city during Emperor Domitian’s rule 

(81-96 AD) until Alexander Severus (222-235 AD). Some of these coins are held in 

Amasya Museum. Amasya became a religious and governance centre following 

Emperor Diocletian’s rule. Since the VIII century it was a territory between 

Armeniakon castles and Byzantine provinces. 

Sultan Alp Arslan and chieftains launched attacks on Anatolia after the Great 

Seljuklu State defeated the Byzantine in the 1071 Malazgird battle. These attacks 

weakened the authority of the Byzantine in the region and the chieftains conquered 

territories on which they established principalities with internal independence with the 

blessing of Great Seljuklu State. During this period Amasya and the surrounding 

Danishmend were conquered by Ahmad Gazi and it was incorporated into the Turkic-

Islamic culture. Forces led by Seljiklu Sultan Kilich Arslan and Danishmend Ahmad 

Gazi fought together against the Khachly army in Anatolia. They defeated the Khachly 

army on August 5 in 1101 between Amasya-Merzifon.  Danishmend’s 100-year rule 

ended with the capture of Amasya by Seljuklu Sultan Kilich Arslan II. Thus, Amasya 

city and its surrounding were put under the Seljuklu rule. 

 Kilich Arslan II distributed the Seljuk state among his eleven sons and Amasya 

was given to Nizamaddin Argunshah. After Nizameddin Argunshah’s brother 

Ruknaddin Suleymanshah II (1196-1204) assumed power in the Seljuklu, Amasya 

turned into an ordinary province. Anatolian Seljuklu ruler Alaaddin Keygubad, taking 

into consideration the threats of Mongolians, gave away some of the territories, similar 

to what the Kharezm beys did and Amasya was given to Barakat Khan (1231). 

Improper rule of the country after Sultan Alaaddin Keygubad (1220-1237) 

caused disturbances such as the Babailer riots in Amasya in 1239.  The riots were 

started by Baba Ishag Kafarsudi under Ilyas Khorasani from Kafarsud Village. After the 

riots spread to other provinces Sultan Giyasaddin Keykhosrov II (years 1237-1246) took 

refuge in Gibadabad and assigned Haji Armaganshah to fight against the rioters in 

Amasya. Finally, the leader of Babailer riot, Baba Ilyas was seized by Haji 

Armaganshah in his tekye and was hung from the tower of Amasya Castle. 

The Anatolian Seljuklu armies were defeated by Mongolians in 1243 at the 

Kosadag battle. Anatolia, including Amasya was looted by the Mongolians for over half 

a century. Mongolians were more active in the Central Anatolia region, which included 

Amasya. Mongolians were called Tatars in Anatolia. Sultan Alaaddin Eratna who was 

the chief governor of Anatolia of Elkhanis proclaimed his independence after the death 

of Elkhani ruler Abu Said Bahadir khan in 1335 and created Eratnalis state and Amasya 

was subjugated under Eratnalis in 1341. Consequently, Amasya was ruled by Zeynaddin 

Tuli bey, Haji Gutlushah, Shahabaddin Ahmad shah, Shujaaddin Suleiman bey, Haji 

Shadgeldi pasha, and Alaaddin Ali bey. In 1362 Haji Shadgeldi pasha, who was 

appointed as an amir to Amasya established his principality, independent from Eratna. 

During his rule a number of buildings were constructed in Amasya. In 1363 the Amasya 
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Castle and its walls were restored and a paper manufacturing the old facility was 

established. By 1372, many public buildings, including mosques, madrasahs and houses 

were constructed. After Haji Shadgeldi pasha killed in 1381 in battle with Gazi 

Burhanaddin of the Eratna, his son Fakhraddin Ahmad bey became the amir of Amasya. 

Fakhraddin Ahmad bey fought regularly with Gazi Burhanaddin like his father and gave 

Amasya to the Ottomans in 1393. Amasya was sieged for seven months during Amir 

Timur’s conquest of Anatolia in early XV century and looted. Chelebi Sultan Mehmet, 

who tried to create unity among the Ottomans during the conflict between Ildirim 

Bayazid and Amir Timur in 1402, chose Amasya as his powerbase. 

Since the XV century, Amasya was a sancak ruled by princes and at the same 

time, centre of Rum province. Amasya consisted of Sivas, Tokat, Çorum and Samsun 

sancaks during the beylerbeylik rule of Yorguc pasha (1422-1435 years) and was called 

“Rumiyya province”. Jalalyds riots has special place among the events that took place 

in Amasya. Jalalyds moved into the Yashilirmag plains and in 1603 followers of Gara 

Yazishi Abdulhalim burnt Amasya. Residents of Amasya are said to have found refuge 

in royal cemeteries during the fire and looting. 

In April 1555, a peace treaty was signed in Amasya between Ottoman and 

Safavid states. This treaty was the first and important treaty between the two Turkic 

states which paved the way for a long lasting peace. Sultan Suleiman was in Amasya 

during this period. 

Many Ottoman sultans lived in Amasya. Thus, Amasya is called the “city of 

kings”. Chelebi Sultan Mehmet, Murad II, Fateh Sultan Mehmet and Bayazid II later 

became padishahs. There are also rulers who lived and died in Amasya as well. Amasya 

was the seat of crown princes since its conquest by the Ottoman.  However, after Prince 

Bayazid fled to the Safavids in 1559, no other Ottoman princes were assigned to 

Amasya.   

Amasya Castle was constructed on the Harshena Mountain, the most suitable 

place for the defence of the city. The Castle was built with carved stones and rocks.  

There are eight layers of defence towards Yasilirmag River Banks. There is an 8-meter 

corridor (a secret route) carved into the rock at the entrance level, in the middle of the 

castle.  This corridor is called Jilanbolu and has 150 stairs. Excavations in the Castle 

revealed water reservoirs, remnants of a hamam from the Ottoman period, as well as 

graves of Mithridat of Pontus kings on the rocks. Most walls of the castle remained 

intact. They were used for military purposes during Ellin, Roman, Byzantine, Seljuklu 

and Ottoman periods and restored so many times. 

There are five imposing graves built of limestone, carved into rocks.  These 

graves are positioned vertically as a wall at the bottom of the Harshena Mountain, on 

which the Amasya Castle is built.  The edges of the limestone blocks are carved and the 

main block is entirely separated from the rock. There are other eight graves in various 

sizes on the site as well. The well-known Greek geographer Strabo, who was born in 

Amasya (63 BC), noted that the rock graves belong to Mithridat of Pontus kings. 
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The Amasya museum was set up in 1925 and was consists of various buildings. 

Starting from Late Neolithic and Early Eneolithic age, 13 separate cultural works on 

Bronze Age, Hett, Urartu, Frigia, Scythians, Ahamani, Ellin, Rome, Byzantine, 

Seljuklu, Eratna, Elkhani and Ottoman periods can be visited together in the Museum at 

the new building, constructed in 1980. Stone works from the Hett, Ellin, Roman, 

Byzantine, Seljuklu, Elkhani and Ottoman periods are exhibited in the Museum yard. 

Mummies from the Elkhani period are some of the outstanding exhibits of the Museum. 

Amasya has many sites that have been witness to history.  These include houses, 

restaurants, mosques, madrasahs, springs, tombs, castles, caravanserais, bridges and 

hamams. 

 

Tourism overview. 

The bus station (otogar) is on the edge of city.  The bus network covers most 

destinations in Turkey. The bus station serves for many lines connecting to Ankara and 

Istanbul all day long. Most of these lines offer a free service to the town square. There 

are also a few daily buses to Izmir, Antalya, and Trabzon. Amasya is also connected to 

Samsun, the nearest city on the Black Sea coast, with small minibuses that run several 

times a day.   

Turkish Airlines operate flights from Istanbul-Atatürk Airport. Turkish Airlines 

operated AnadoluJet offers flights from Ankara and Pegasus Airlines from Istanbul-

Sabiha Gökçen. 

 

Amasya is 681 km from Istanbul; 329 km from Ankara; 566 km from Erzurum; 

940 km from Van; 452 km from Trabzon; 126 km from Samsun; and 763 km from 

Ahlat. 

Amasya has different tiers of lodging – from high-end overnight properties such 

as Lalehan Hotel; middle-range properties Emin Efendi Konagi and Hasiri Konaklari; 

budget lodgings with B&B base such as Amasya Tashan Hotel, Sehrizade Konagi and 

pension-type İlk Pension. The presence of low-budget guesthouses is a big advantage 

for the city in terms of attracting young self-organized travellers. 

For the detailed information about accommodation establishments and travel 

agencies see Annex 1 and 2. 

Amasya features a high level of urbanization and all necessary site amenities 

such as health care centres, ATMs (banks) and other services for meeting basic daily 

needs. 

Having served many civilizations as the capital city and the future sultans of the 

Ottomans as a private school, Amasya, also known as the City of the Shahzadah has 

developed a 'regal' cuisine with a characteristic taste, looks and quality. An example of 

the local food is Keşkek, which has always been one of the most popular dishes of the 

region. Dolma (broad bean rolls) is another delicious dish, an exquisite combination of 

beans with meat.  
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Cream cakes were another indispensable item in the former royal palace menu. 

Bread types include cherry bread, and stale bread is used to make a dessert called 

Unutma Beni (which means 'Don't forget me'). Local meals of Amasya is Chatal chorba, 

Sakala charpan, Toyga chorbası, Jilbir, Helle chorbası, kesme ibik chorbası, yarma 

chorbası, Bakla dolması, Etli bamya, Keshkek, Jiger sarması, Gobek dolması, Madımak, 

Mıhlama, Mumbar, Ishkembe, Pastırmalı pancar, Patlıjan pehli, Pastırma pagallemesi, 

Pirpirim, Sirkeli ciger, and Sulu kofte. 

Generally, all entertainment facilities Amasya provide live music in the 

evenings, with the exception of the three or four pubs.  

Ali Kaya restaurant overlooks the entire city on its south-eastern side, and offers 

great views at nights, with Turku, Turkish folk music, with a combination of classical 

and modern instruments.  

Eylul Bugusu, Grand Pasha, Emin Efendi and Mithridat are all good 

bar/restaurants in the old part of town. Visitors can enjoy their drinks or food while 

listening to Turkish pop or folk music, depending on the night. If you are here on a 

weekend, reservation may be required. If you're traveling around the old city during the 

day, the best thing to do is pop in various local places, pick which one that suits your 

taste the most, and ask for a reservation.  

For Turkish tea time, there is a local chain called Yesil Ev (green house) that 

you'll see around the town. For a more interesting experience, there is also the 

Municipal Tea garden, sitting on the riverside near the clock tower. During summer 

nights the Yesil Ev generally features live music. If you are a large party and you'd like 

to relax for a while, order the Semaver Cay, which is the Turkish version of the Russian 

Samovar, and you'll be drinking tea for hours. According to locals though, the best tea 

and Turkish coffee is to be found at Gamasuk Cay Evi, which is on the main road, 

Mustafa Kemal Ataturk Caddesi, called Ust caddesi (high street) by locals. Both men 

and women are welcome at all of these places. 

The architectural richness of Amasya city is more readily apparent as compared 

with the other three cities. There are signs of each culture here and most are above 

ground. In contrast to the other three cities, archaeological explorations are not 

conducted there except for defensive excavations. The lack of archaeological research in 

both Amasya city and Amasya’s Harshena Castle means archaeological tourism is 

limited to walking and observing. Moreover its dense association with the Turkic-

Islamic civilization sphere of Azerbaijan and Uzbekistan means it prevails over other 

cities as a potential tourism destination. The richness of the Archaeology Museum and 

particularly the numerous mummies belonging to the Turks indicate the particularity of 

the Amasya finds. Recommencing wide-scale archaeological explorations in Amasya 

would increase the effectiveness of archaeological tours markedly. 

According to the TALC model, Amasya is on the late Development stage. 

Responding to demand for tourism activities, local business people alongside the 

municipality provide corresponding tourism facilities. Having said that, the local 
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tourism authorities are on the process of negotiating with external brand hotels (ex. 

Rixos), which in turn pushes the destination towards early Consolidation stage. 

 

BRIEF RESULT and SWOT 

Turkey is the full of Turkic-Islamic cultural heritage. Along with this, Turkey is 

popular as a tourism destination in the world. Tourism in the second profitable sector in 

the economy of the country. Istanbul and around near by cities are well developed 

because of economical growth of the GDP. In the pilot cities which were included to the 

project excavations are still going on. This will help to present real time excavation 

procedure to tourist while hosting and inviting them to the country. 

Generally, as per the investigation, there were a lot of details investigated. While 

creating SWOT analyses for this project, all these details were clearly presented. 

Despite country is the rich of historical culture, still in the some of the country 

can not present their history to the world. More details mentioned in the charasterictics 

of the countries.   

 

 

SWOT analysis 

 

Strengths 

 

 Turkey is a well-known destination 

worldwide  

 Interest in diverse tourism activities 

among tourists 

 Strong cultural identity 

 Hospitable local communities 

 Advanced business travel activities 

 Developed accommodation system  

 Inter-regional airway transportation  

 Preserved architectural monuments 

and townscapes 

 Variety of attractions (natural and 

man-made) 

 Favourable climate 

 Wide range of ancient mosques and 

ensembles  

 Governmental support and 

sponsorship  

 Illustrating important stages of 

European and Asian cultural and political 

history via arts, architecture, and urban 

Weaknesses 

 

 Tourism opportunities in the 

region have not been promoted 

enough 

 Low level of online presence 

 Very basic or no Search Engine 

Optimization (SEO) 

 Dependence on single-type 

tourism (except Erzurum)  

 Lack of accommodation in some 

regions (Ahlat and Amasya) 

 Lack of destination-wide tour 

operators 

 Abandonment of old buildings in 

some regions (Erzurum) 

 Lack of infrastructure in some 

regions (Ahlat) 
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structures 

 Coexistence of various religions in 

harmony  

 

Opportunities 

 

 Strategic planning and forecasting 

 Creation of common tourism routes 

as part of the “Cities of Common 

Cultural Heritage” (CCCH) Project  

 Advancing online presence (web site) 

within the common CCCL portal 

 Attracting more investments, both 

from regional authorities and the private 

sector 

 Improvement of private-public 

partnership (PPP) in tourism  

 Increasing accommodation capacity 

(hotels, guest houses, hostels) 

 Some tourism infrastructure 

developments (mainly accessibility-wise) 

 Hosting Islamic conferences 

 Establishment of Halal food outlets  

 Development of overall tourism 

support in publishing/e-publishing  

 

Threats 

 

 Scarcity of local package tour 

suppliers 

 Miscommunication of regional 

background history (esp. Ahlat) 

 Earthquakes (Van and Ahlat) 

 Competition by nearby regions 

(for example, Tatvan against Ahlat) 
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2. AZERBAIJAN 

 

General Information. Azerbaijan is a developing country situated in the 

Caucasus region between Eastern Europe and Western Asia. Azerbaijan borders the 

Caspian Sea on the East, Russia on the north, Georgia on the northwest, Armenia on the 

west and Iran on the south. The country has a short border with Turkey in the 

southwest. The exclave of Nakhchivan is part of Azerbaijan and shares borders with 

Armenia, Iran and Turkey. 

Azerbaijan is a very rich with its cultural and historical heritage. Azerbaijan is 

famous for its literature, arts, music, architecture, and sports. 

From a geographical point of view, Azerbaijan is well-positioned at the 

crossroads in the Caucasus. The country is located on the western shore of the Caspian 

Sea at the southeast edge of the Caucasus. 

Geography. The strategic geographical positioning of the county is very 

favourable. Azerbaijan is located on the Great Silk road, which played an important role 

in the development of the region. The country measures 400 kilometres from the north 

to the south, and 500 kilometres from the east to the west. Around 40% of the country is 

surrounded by the Greater and Lesser Caucasus and Talysh mountains. Azerbaijan is 

known to the world as a land of mud volcanoes as well. Half of the mud volcanoes in 

the world is located in Azerbaijan. 

Culture. All nations are proud of their cultures. Culture is the existence of a 

people. The Azerbaijani culture is very rich and ancient. Its location on the crossroads 

between the East and the West played an important role in its culture. Azerbaijan is full 

of historical monuments, rich literature, visual arts, music, and culture. The country is 

home to the first secular theatre, the first opera, the first ballet and first Academy of 

Sciences in the Islamic world.  

Azerbaijani culture combines both the European and the Islamic heritage, which 

is reflected in its music, cuisine, dance, cinema, and architecture. 

There are various ethnic groups in different parts of Azerbaijan in a multi-

cultural environment. 

Azerbaijan as a tourism destination. Tourists can enjoy all four seasons in 

Azerbaijan. The country has a rich natural heritage. Existence of four seasons provides 

opportunities for all types of tourism and tourism activities. International tourism is 

developing more rapidly since 2002 as per the government strategy to promote tourism 

as an important non-oil industry sector. The Government has allocated significant 

amounts for the development of the tourism industry.  

There are several types of tourism opportunities in Azerbaijan: business, sports, 

leisure, heath, extreme, beach and even gastronomic tourism. Business tourism is well 

developed, thanks to the capital city of Baku, which is home to most business 

operations in the country. City and exclusive boutique hotels operate without any issues.  
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Ecological tourism is becoming more popular in Azerbaijan, which includes 

visiting National Parks, trekking and mountain climbing. Azerbaijan is also known for 

use of oil for treatment purposes.  

The Government has invested significant amounts to develop winter tourism in 

Azerbaijan and to resolve the dependence on seasonal tourism. To this end Shahdagh 

Mountain Resort in Gusar together with Tufandagh Winter-Sumer Resort in Gabala 

have been constructed.  

Arts. Carpet weaving in Azerbaijan has always been one of the most important 

national crafts, with many professionals working in this area. Traditionally, the main 

centres of applied arts have been Guba, Shamakhi, Baku, Ganja, and Karabakh. 

Azerbaijani carpets are very famous in the world and even some Renaissance artists 

(H.Holbeyn and others) depicted them on their paintings. 

Azerbaijani carpets are especially valued in western countries as masterpieces 

from the Orient.  Azerbaijani carpets, sacks and khurjuns (travel bags), shawls, scarves, 

gold-embroidered and beaded embroidery are important collectors’ items for national 

and international enthusiasts. The Carpet Museum, which has always been popular with 

tourists, was recently moved to a newly constructed modern building. Metal works are 

very popular - copper utensils, antique armaments with an embossed and engraved 

patterns.  

Azerbaijani jewellery made of gold and silver, precious stones, necklaces, belts, 

rings, bracelets, apparels have always been popular in Europe and Russia.   

Architecture. Azerbaijan, especially Baku is full of historic and architecturally 

rich buildings and monuments. Some of the historic monuments have been built in the 

VIII century.  The Maiden Tower and Palace of Shirvanshakhs are testimonies to the 

history and architecture of the country.   

Some of Azerbaijan’s monuments have been registered by the UNESCO World 

Heritage List. Gobustan Rock Art Cultural Landscape (since 2007) and Walled City of 

Baku with Shirvanshahs’ Palace and the Maiden Tower (since 2000) are protected by 

UNESCO. Other places of interest include the Ateshgah Temple, Shaki Khans’ Palace 

and many other fortresses, citadels and mosques. 

In recent years Azerbaijan has witnessed a significant construction boom. The 

volume of investments made in the construction sector is increasing every year. Modern 

high-rise apartment complexes, shopping and business centres, luxury hotels, road 

junctions and bridges are built in the capital and the regions. The Khazar Islands Project 

is well known for manmade islands constructed in the Caspian Sea.  The project 

includes entire micro-districts and the highest tower in the world – Azerbaijan Tower, to 

be constructed as part of the Project.  

UNWTO Statistics. According to the World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) 

Tourism Highlight’14 report, tourism market performance of Azerbaijan is as 

following:  
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Destination 
International Tourist Arrivals 

(1000) 

International Tourists Receipts 

($ million) 

Azerbaijan 
2010 2011 2012 2013 2010 2011 2012 2013 

1.280 1.562 1.986 N/A 657 1.287 2.433 2.365 

Source: World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) - (data collected by UNWTO 

on May, 2014)  
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2.1. GANJA 

 

History and heritage. Ganja is one of the oldest cities of Azerbaijan, located on 

both sides of Ganja River, the right tributary of the Kur River and on the slopes of the 

northern part of the Lesser Caucasus Mountains. 

The city covers an area of 110 km.  Its population is 325000. Ganja is composed 

of two districts, six administrative regions and territorial units. 

According to some researchers, the city was established during the VII century 

BC.  However, it is believed that the city was founded around the beginning of the 

Middle Ages. Until recently, the history of Ganja was a debated issue in the society, 

when Ganja City Executive Authority organized events commemorating the 2500 year 

history of the city. Opponents argued that the city’s history is more than four thousand 

years. Despite the debated history, Ganja without doubt, has been one of the most 

important socio-economic and cultural centres in the region throughout many centuries. 

Ganja is also mentioned in historical records about the Arab-Khazar War that took place 

730. 

There is a need for upgrading conservation efforts in the city and for awareness 

raising on the history.  The staff from local culture and tourism departments, museums 

and opinion leaders participated in the survey, carried out as part of the Project.  

The majority of the participants stated that the city was founded during the 

Middle Ages. It seemed that, they had not visited historical places often. The 

participants stressed that studies on the city’s history should be sponsored by the state. 

The problem of funding, lack of information and studies were pointed out among 

specific issues. The participants emphasized that students and the youth are not 

sufficiently aware of the city’s history and its cultural heritage. 

Barda, a city close to Ganja was the administrative centre of a political 

establishment called Arran.  During the X century, Ganja became more important than 

Barda, as Arran became weaker.  Located on Barda-Tbilisi route, Ganja not only played 

an important role in politics, but also in trade as well. The city castle’s walls are about 

two meters thick in three rows encircling the city centre.  Ganja is a rapidly developing 

urban centre with arts and high scale shopping facilities.  Archaeologists have 

discovered that the old city covered an area of 250 ha.  Isag Jafarzadeh discovered 

sources which claim that the city’s establishment dates much older.  The part of the city 

located on the left bank of the Ganja River is surrounded by historic walls and 

waterfalls.  The defence system is organized in polygon shaped structures. The river 

banks were connected by three bridges, which is a testimony to the level of 

development in the city.  The inner part of the city featured additional fortification.  

The city became the capital city of Shaddadid Dynasty in 971.  In a short period 

of time, Ganja turned to be the largest city in Arran, leaving behind Barda, which lost 

much of its importance as trade-handicraft centre.  The rapid development of Ganja 

coincided with rule of Shaddadid Amir Abulasvar Shavur Ibn Fazlin (1049-1067), who 

constructed city walls, castle gates and deep trenches around the city for defensive 
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purposes.  Under his rule, the city grew by two times.  During the first half of the XII 

century, Ganja’s development slowed due to the devastating earthquake, as well as 

surprise attacks and looting by Georgian principalities.   

Ganja was an important scientific and cultural centre in Azerbaijan and also in 

the Near East. The city was home to rich libraries, mosques and schools. In XVI-XVII 

centuries, during the Safavid-Ottoman Wars, Ganja was destroyed and was rebuilt about 

6 km away from its former location, under the Safavid ruler Shah Abbas.  Imamzadeh’s 

Tomb from the XIV-XV centuries and the Juma Mosque from the XVII century still 

remain. 

Ganja history has not been adequately studied.  Isaac Jafarzadeh claimed that 

Ganja was constructed by the order of Caliphs of the Abbasid Dynasty in Baghdad in 

the IX century and not by the Sasanid Kavad (Gubad), nor by the Arabs in VII century 

(in 39 Hijrah).  Furthermore, Ziya Bunyadov wrote that Ganja gained importance after 

Barda was destroyed by the Russians in 944.   

Y. P. Khadarin, Director of the Ganja Museum at the time, had all the artefacts 

registered at the Museum Fund during 1935-1937. Some of the artefacts were recovered 

during excavations on the right bank of the Ganja River.   

During 1938-1940, Isaac Jafarzadeh headed another series of excavations on 

Ganja ruins. The excavations included renowned archaeologists such as Saleh Qaziyev, 

Vadim Leviatov, V.Grachev, Gavril Ione, Jakob Hummel, and I.Sheblikin. Isaac 

Jafarzadeh compiled detailed articles and monographs on excavation results.  Vadim 

Leviatov wrote an article entitled "Motherland of the Great Nizami - Ganja" based on 

the results of the excavations a book on medieval pottery from Ganja. Furthermore, M. 

M. Altman and I.P. Sheblikin wrote articles on medieval architecture of the city.   

The ruins of the medieval city are located on both sides of Ganja River, about 7-

9 km from north-east of Ganja. Some segments of the city from the Middle Ages, parts 

of the walls around three of its districts, riverside dams, collapsed bridges, tombs, 

including the tomb of Nizami Ganjavi, more recent cemeteries, monuments, including 

Imamzadeh monuments and some other remnants of buildings are open to tourism.  

Over the years, parts of the city have been washed away by the river and lost to modern 

construction.  During 1938-1940, the city’s urban plan was developed, along with 

excavations on the first and second settlements and an old market area.  During this 

period, the walls, riverside dams and cemeteries have been studied as well.  Some 

artefacts were recovered from 4 meters deep.  The excavations were suspended due to 

World War II.   

Archaeological work in the medieval city of Ganja and surroundings resumed in 

1981, in connection with preparations for the 850th anniversary of Nizami Ganjavi. 

Excavations on religious, residential and public sites revealed underground heating 

systems, workshops, vegetable oil production facilities, paved streets with rocks from 

the river, and water wells. Archaeological investigations revealed that the fortifications 

were later additions to an already existing city.  Layers from the IX-XIII centuries were 
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particularly rich with construction ruins, brick collections, pottery and other artefacts. It 

is estimated that the city enjoyed high level of prosperity during this period.  

Recent excavations revealed a number of archaeological findings as well. Some 

of the most important findings was an oil production facility on the left bank of the 

Ganja River, in the north-west sector of the town in an area covering 416 m2.   

 

Tourism overview. 

There are regular flights from Baku (internal), Moscow and Istanbul. AZAL 

operates flights to the Ganja International Airport from the following locations: Heydar 

Aliyev International Airport in Baku, Nakhchivan, Kavkazskie Mineralnye Vody, 

Novosibirsk, Saint Petersburg, and seasonal flights to Antalya. Turkish Airlines: 

Ataturk International Airport in Istanbul. Ural Airlines: Domodedovo Airport in 

Moscow. VIM Airlines: Domodedovo Airport in Moscow. UTair: Vnukovo Airport in 

Moscow. Seasonal: Tyumen. Yamal Airlines: Tyumen. 

Buses operate from Baku, Qazakh, Astara and other cities of Azerbaijan to 

Ganja.  There are also buses from Tbilisi. 

Distance from Baku is 375 km. Baku-Gazakh, Baku-Aghstafa, Baku-Tbilisi 

trains go through Ganja Railway station and stops for 10-15 minutes. There are two 

options to travel by train: express train with usually takes 6 hours or by overnight train, 

which takes 9 hours. 

Ganja is 339 km from Baku; 466 km from Khachmaz; 237 km from Balaken; 

397 km from Astara; 126 km from Gazakh; 193 km from Aghsu; 161 km from Gabala; 

39 km from Shamkir; and 226 km from Shamakhi. 

Ganja offers a fair variety of lodging options for overnight stays serving most 

needs of business travellers. There is a 5 star international chain Ramada Plaza; middle-

tier Vego Hotel and Cinema Boutique, in addition to more economic options such as 

Kepez Hotel and Hotel Gəncə. Ganja was awarded the “European Capital of Youth 

2016” and therefore, development of low-budget lodgings and guesthouses is expected 

in years to come. 

For the detailed information about accommodation establishments and travel 

agencies see Annex 1 and 2. 

Ganja features all necessary site amenities such as health care centres, ATMs 

(banks) and other services for meeting basic daily needs. 

There are plenty of small restaurants offering different types of kebabs.  

One of the typical deserts is the Ganja pakhlavasi, which is different from other 

types of pakhlava. It is a 23 layer pakhlava, cooked in a copper tray. Its crust and 

bottom layer is red, while the filling is white. Ganja pakhlava can be stored for several 

months without any deterioration in quality. Since it is a complicated specialty with so 

many costly ingredients, it is not easy to find in regular shops.  It is usually prepared for 

the Nowruz holiday. 

Ganja dovgası: a white soup cooked with yogurt, vegetables, rice, eggs and 

flour.  It is cooked until the rice is ready. Zilviye and Nazik are other culinary 
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specialties.  Firni is a sweet porridge prepared with ground rice. Ganja Ketesi is 

prepared with dough and meat, rolled into a thin layers of dough and fried on both sides. 

It looks like Qutab but Ganja Ketesi is thicker. 

There are many outdoor tea houses (çayxanalar) that serve tea and sweets. It is a 

great way to experience the local tea culture. If you are adventurous, try challenging a 

local to a game of backgammon (nard) or dominoes. 

The ruins of old Ganja city are very suitable for archaeological tourism and have 

much historical information. Very interesting historical remains of the Nizami era are 

displayed. Fortress walls and building ruins are present in many places. Unfortunately, 

the non-implementation of wide-scale archaeological explorations following the 1940s, 

the functioning of a nearby aluminum plant, the careless disposal of tons of garbage in 

the monument area, and the flow of polluted water along the fortress walls are not only 

archaeological problems, but also ecological ones. The presence of the nearby Jomard 

Gassab shrine has not made it more attractive. Ganja has been underlined as a 

problematic region from an archaeological tourism perspective as a result of these 

problems. Before wide archaeological exploration can take place, the cleanliness of the 

environment and renovation of the area should be main goal. We hope that after the 

corresponding bodies implement their duties concerning this problem not only 

excursions, but also archaeological tours will be arranged in this region. Thus, in this 

case we will  visit only medieval Ganja city and the Nizami Mausoleum. 

According to the TALC (Tourism Area Life Cycle) model, this region is now at 

the Development phase and there is a demand for more elaborate facilities.  External 

investors and developers are involved in the provision of facilities and regional and 

national authorities assume responsibility for strategic planning. 

 

 

 

2.3. SHAMKIR 

 

History and heritage. Medieval sources describe Shamkir as a prosperous city.  

The ruins of medieval Shamkir city are located on the left bank of the Shamkir River, in 

the north Mukhtariyya village. The topographical plan the city was developed in 2007, 

which lays out its rectangular shape. Although the history of Shamkir as a medieval city 

have been studied since the first quarter of XIX century, large-scale archaeological 

excavations were conducted only in the first decade of the XXI century. 

In 2006-2009, with the support Regional Development Association six extensive 

archaeological excavations were carried out in Shamkir. Currently, archaeological 

explorations are continuing. Head of the current archaeological expedition is Prof. Dr. 

Tarikh Dostiyev. 

There are different explanations as to the origin of “Shamkir”.  The survey 

participants stressed that, Shamkir frequently receives many tourists.  Tourist attractions 

include architectural features of the region and artefacts from the excavations.  The 
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respondents noted that the Government is proactive in terms of conservation efforts but 

there is a need for renovation of the roads to monuments and for promotion of the 

region as a tourist destination.  The participants in the survey emphasized that the 

history of the region is important from both Islamic and Oriental points of views.   The 

respondents expressed their satisfaction with the restoration works.  They noted that 

high school students and young tourists show more interest in the monuments and that 

inclusion of the region in tourist routes would help for the development of the region, 

which would have a positive impact on the living conditions of the local residents.  

Shamkir district is located in the western part of the country and has population 

of 204192.  The city has 70881 residents, including 35454 men and 35427 women.  The 

rural population is 133311, of which 67466 are men and 65845 are women.  

Ethnic composition of the population is as following: Azerbaijanis - 202689 

persons, Meskhetian Turks – 1266 persons, Russians – 149 persons, Tatars – 20 

persons, Kurds – 15 persons, Ukrainians – 15 persons, Armenians – 12, Lezgins – 11, 

Moldovan – 6 persons, and others.   

There are different theories about the meaning of the name Shamkir. Shamkir is 

mentioned in medieval Turkish, Arabic and Persian sources. Zeynaloglu, in his book 

called "Brief History of Azerbaijan". Published in Istanbul in 1924 gives the following 

description: “Shams-Gunesh-Kur-Tapinan” (translation: Sun worshiper). Muradkhan 

Jahangirov, a linguist by profession, describes the name as "Shamkur" (Kur riverside).   

The toponym of the region is mentioned as “Shamkir” in Turkish, Arabic and 

Persian sources, Shankori in Georgian sources, and Shyunkyur in Russian sources.  As 

mentioned above, there are many theories about the description of the toponym: the 

"sun worshipers", "Kur fortress”, Kura Lighthouse", "Dinner", and so on. 

A.A.Bakikhanov wrote that the toponym could be related with Shamkir ibn Ziyad (X 

century). The toponym has also been associated with tribe names as well (sable – fur-

bearing animals). According to other theories "sham" means "healing", "cold river", 

"upper Kur", "Kur station", "Saams’ (Shams) River," and so on. In sum, there is no 

consensus as to the origin of the toponym. 

Analysis of written sources indicate that Shamkir existed as a city during the 

Arabic conquest. Shamkir is located on the Silk Road and in the second half of the IX 

century and during the X century it became as a hub for crafts and trade.  During XI-XII 

centuries, the city lived its most prosperous period.  Mongol invasions in 1235 

weakened its development.  After a fierce resistance, the city was captured and looted, 

with the majority of its residents slaughtered.   

 Shamkir is one of early medieval cities in the region. The ancient ruins of the 

town are located on the left bank of the Shamkir River. The city fortress covered an area 

of 20 ha.  The ruins of the ancient bridge near the city still remain. In mid VII century, it 

was occupied by the Arabs. Later on, the city was renamed as  Mutavakkilliya in honour 

of the Abbasid caliph Mutavakkilin. After its conquest by the Seljuks, Shamkir revived 

again up to its level of prosperity in XI-XII centuries. Although Shamkir was very 
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important for the Atabays Dynasty during the XII century, the city started to decline 

during 1220-1230, in the aftermath of heavy battles with the Mongolian army.  

Since the beginning of the XVI century, Shamkir was under the hereditary 

control of Zulgedar tribes. Later, Shamkir was controlled by the Ganja khanate. In 1803, 

the region was occupied and annexed by the Russian Empire.  One of the most violent 

battles between Russia and the Gajar Dynasty of Iran took place near Shamkir on 

September 3, 1826, with Russian victory. 

In the first half of the XIX century, with the permission of the Tsarist 

government, a group of German colonists moved to the Shamkir, during which period 

Shamkir was called Annenfeld. In 1888 a new German settlement called Georgesfeld 

was built on Shamkir River (now near Chinarlly). In 1906 Georgian Germans bought 

another plot of land near Shamkir and established a colony called Eygenfeld (now 

Irmashlı village). Germans lived in peace with their neighbours in Shamkir and were 

engaged in economic activities. However, the World War II put an end to peaceful 

coexistence. Germans in the Volga region were removed on August 28, 1941 based the 

decision of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR. This decision was 

applied to Germans living in other regions of the USSR and Shamkir Germans were 

deported during September-October 1941. 

On January 8-10, 1918, Russian troops returning from the Ottoman front were 

disarmed near the Shamkhor (Shamkir) station, which is remembered as the Shamkhor 

events.  The city's name was Shamkhor under Russian rule and between 1938 and 1991, 

when it was restored back to Shamkir.   

 

Tourism overview. 

Tourists can reach Shamkir by railway (Baku - Aghstafa, Baku - Tbilisi) and by 

scheduled coaches from Baku International Bus Station. The nearest airport is Ganja 

International Airport in Ganja. Baku-Gazakh, Baku-Aghstafa, Baku-Tbilisi trains go 

through Shemkir Railway station and stops for 10-15 minutes. Domestic buses operate 

regularly from Baku, Qazakh, Ganja and other cities of Azerbaijan, as well as from 

Tbilisi. 

Shamkir is 376 km from Baku; 502 km from Khachmaz; 273 km from Balaken; 

511 km from Astara; 88 km from Gazakh; 230 km from Aghsu; 198 km from Gabala; 

39 km from Ganja; and 274 km from Shamakhi. 

Overnight stay opportunities are very limited in Shamkir, mainly consisting of 

apartments offered for rent by the locals. Therefore, the inauguration of a business class 

hotel Excelsior Shamkir can be considered as major tourism milestone. 

For the detailed information about accommodation establishments Annex 1. 

For the timing there is no existing travel agency operating in Shamkir, but 

tourists who intend to travel to Shamkir may use the services provided by the travel 

agencies operating in Baku. 
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Shamkir features a sophisticated level of urbanization and all necessary site 

amenities such as health care centres, ATMs (banks) and other services for meeting 

basic daily needs. 

There are many mid-range and budget restaurants offering national cuisine. 

There are many outdoor tea houses (çayxanalar) that serve tea and sweets. It is a great 

way to experience the local tea culture. If you are adventurous, try challenging a local to 

a game of backgammon (nard) or dominoes.  Wine from Shamkir is famous in 

Azerbaijan and is mostly exported to CIS and European countries. 

It is clear that years of archaeological exploration in medieval Shamkir town 

have brought interesting results. The fortress walls of Shamkir are distinctive for their 

specific beauty and form. Conservation and renovation of houses and public buildings, 

along with the fortress walls, have enriched the visual look of the fortress. It is possible 

to camp there in the season of excavations. Tourists may stay for some days in the area 

of the excavation site under the supervision of the archaeologists. The residents of 

nearby Mukhtariyya are known for the hospitality and sincerity. For these reasons we 

think it would be good if archaeological tours could be arranged there in the future. The 

great problem is the poor condition of the village roads leading that way. The 

restoration of portions of this road will increase the tourist stream to this monument 

situated on the Great Silk Road. 

According to the TALC (Tourism Area Life Cycle) model, Shamkir has 

surpassed the Involvement phase (where responding to the presence of small numbers 

of tourists and locals begin to provide limited tourism-specific facilities) and now is 

close to the Development stage.  

 

 

 

2.4. GABALA 

 

History and heritage. Gabala was established as a district on 8 September, 

1930. The district covers an area of 1550 km2. The district was called Gutgashin until 7 

February, 1991, when was changed back to Gabala. There is one city (Gabala), 3 towns 

(Vandam, Bum and Nij) and 60 village administrative divisions in the region. These 

settlements are administered with 60 territorial units and 55 municipalities. The distance 

between Gabala and Baku city is 225 km. Gabala (Gutgashin) as the centre of the 

district was classified as a village until 1959, a settlement during 1959-1974 and a city 

as of March 15, 1974. The district has a population of 99 838 persons. 15.8 % of the 

population live in the city, 20.2% in towns and 63.9% live in villages. There district 

is rich with mineral waters, springs, walnut and chestnut forests. The chestnut forest is 

located at an altitude of 1000 m above the sea level at the foot of the mountains.  It is 

one of the main sources of income for the district. In the spring, tourists can enjoy a 

beautiful view of the woods. The average tree is more than 500 years old.  Some of the 

tree species are protected by law.   
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There is an international Airport, factories that produce tinned food, water and 

lemonade bottling companies, farms, milk processing plants, bakery and confectionery 

production facilities, a vine processing plant, a hazelnut plant, a lift station and the 

Beltmann Piano factory.  

Gabala is mentioned as Kabalaka (Cabalaca) by Big Pliny (23-79 AD) in his 

work called “Natural history”.  Claudius Ptolemy (70-147 AD), in his “Geography 

work” calls the city Khabala (Chabala), between Alban and Kavzi (Alazan and Samur) 

rivers.  Further, Musa Kalankatuklu in VII century calls the city Kavalaka and Ostani 

Marzpan calls it as Kavaqak (Kavalak) in his “Armenian Geography”.  Gevond 

Kagadan (Gala) confirms Ostani Marzpan in VIII century by using the name Gabala. 

Abbasgulu agha Bakikhanov (XIX century), an Azerbaijan scientist indicates Gabala as 

Kabala or Khabala in his “Gulustani-Iram”. Moslem sources registered this region as 

Gabala. Balazuri, a Moslem scientist called Gabala as Caucasus. Persian sources 

indicate that Gabala city was established by Gubad, a Sasani ruler (488-531). 

Antique and early medieval history of Gabala city was studied through 

archaeological explorations. The first traces of human settlement since the Bronze Age 

were found during archaeological researches in Gabala.  

Some graves and other artefacts from the “Yaloylutapa culture” were discovered 

at an area near Gabala.  Archaeological explorations conducted by Davud Sharifov and 

later extended by Omar Ismizada have shed some more light on this culture.  Omar 

Ismizada’s doctorate dissertation was on the “Yaloylutapa culture”.  

Almost all cities in the area were surrounded by fortress walls. The walls of the 

Gabala Castle and its gates in the southern section have survived with all their charm.  

The foundation of the Castle tower was built with large hollow lime stone, while the 

upper parts were built with baked brick with mortar.  

The remains of ancient Gabala consist of Chaggalli, Selbir and Gala settlements.  

The Chaggalli settlement was inhabited during the IV-I centuries, Selbir during I-X 

centuries. Over a period of nearly 2,000 years, from the I century BC until XVIII 

century, the Gala settlement was bustling with life. In some places, artefacts were 

discovered from 5-6 meters deep.  Archaeological excavations in old Gabala started at 

the beginning of the last century and studies have been continuing for more than 100 

years. In 2008, with the support of SEBA (Seoul-Baku) Azerbaijan-Korea Cultural 

Exchange Association, Gabala archaeological expedition composed of two groups from 

the ANAS Institute of Archaeology and Ethnography started research in the ancient and 

medieval city of Gabala. The group led by Ilyas Babayev, a corresponding member of 

the ANAS carried out research in ancient Gabala.  The other worked in Gala settlement 

under the leadership of Professor G. Jabiyev, with a focus on Middle Ages. Since 2009 

the expedition Korean archaeologists joined the team and have been carrying out 

successful researches in Selbir settlement.  

Archaeological researches in Gabala are very important in order to create a 

deeper and more comprehensive understanding on a number of issues related with the 

history of Albania. The numerous constructions and remains create a wide range of 
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opportunities to explore the development of urban and architectural history of Gabala 

and Azerbaijan in general. Archaeological excavations revealed that, Gabala as a city 

was established in IV century BC, in other words, at least 400 years before it is 

mentioned in written sources.  

Notwithstanding the numerous scientific articles and a number of works on the 

history of the ancient capital of Albania, the history of Gabala deserves more in depth 

research. For example, the reasons for the capital city’s move from Gabala to Barda are 

not clear. Historians have associated this with the increasing role of Barda due to the 

introduction of merzban system by the Sasani in 461 and the weakening of Gabala’s 

position.  However, these theories are not supported by the archaeological excavations. 

The excavations indicate that Gabala preserved its busy urban life even after the 

transfer of the capital to Barda.  The most remarkable buildings in Gala and Selbir, as 

well as the walls and the towers that have remained, seem to have been built after the V 

century. 

Excavations carried out in Gala revealed one of the smaller fortress walls, a key 

to the castle gates and a guard station in 2008.  The following year, the oldest defence 

walls of the castle from the I century BC were discovered.  In addition, the excavations 

revealed many important artefacts from the VIII century.   

 The north wall of Selbir was built of baked bricks and its semi-circular towers 

used some straw mixtures. Both the tower and the walls of the castle are built with raw 

bricks from outside. The walls are fortified from inside with additional layer of rocks 

and limestone. According to researchers, this wall was built as an aid to restore the main 

castle walls.  

The south walls have retained their original and charming appearance. The 

entrance and towers on both sides have remained almost intact. 15 kinds of bricks in 

different sizes were used in the construction of the walls. The walls feature a skilful 

work with rocks and bricks, which have been laid in a unique architectural design.   

As in the antiquity, Gabala was the most important handicraft centre during the 

Middle Ages. At the same time, large scale construction works seem to have continued 

on a regular basis. The bricks, limestones, tiles, cladding materials, metals and carpentry 

products used in the construction seem to have been produced in the city or nearby.   

Researchers have offered various hypothesis regarding the location of Gabala.  

According to Gara Akhmedov, the handicraft district was located on left side of 

Govurlu River, in an area now called “Yanig yer” (burnt place). But F.Gadirov thinks 

that this section of the city was located in the so called “Sherif achig”, which is located 

far east of “Yanig yer”. However, both the “Yanig yer” and the “Sherif achig” seem to 

have been major production centres. 

Rare treasure items with silver coins-drakhmas, issued by Bahram II, a Sasani 

shah (276-293 AD), were found in an agricultural area 2-3 km south-west of the city 

ruins in 1964. This treasure consisted of 200 coins and included Sasani coins, coins 

issued by Gotars, Parfian shah (41-51 AD), Roman emperors Oto (69 AD), Vaspasian 

(69-79 AD), Trayan (98- 117- AD) and Adrian (117-138 AD).  
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A few years ago, more than 700 coins were found in the region.  Study of these 

coins are expected to shed more light on the domestic life and trade relations of the city.  

Other coins that have been discovered include silver ones issued by Alexander the Great 

(336-323 BC). Excavations have also revealed locally issue coins.  Some remarkable 

examples have been silver coins issued around 2400 year ago, which look very similar 

to those issued by Alexander the Great. Discovery of these coins is indicative of an 

active trade in Albania. Numerous other artefacts suggest that Albania had important 

trade relations with China, Rome and other neighbours.   

For many years, historians used to believe that Gabala collapsed due to 

Mongolian invasions. However, archaeological excavations revealed a rich cultural 

layer of roughly 1-1.5 m thickness in Gala from the XIV-XVII centuries. This means 

that intense urban life in Gabala existed for about 4 centuries after the Mongolian 

invasion.  

Studies carried out by the group focusing on the Middle Ages were completed in 

2011 with significant discoveries. Within two months the expedition managed to study 

the cultural layer on an area covering 1644 m2 from the XIV-XVIII centuries.  In 

addition, the group investigated some layers from the IX, XI, and XII-XIII centuries. 

Until now, this expedition has been the most comprehensive in Gala.  The 

archaeological findings enabled researchers to reveal historic dynamics in the region, 

covering over a period of 1000 years. 

Roads, streets, fences, large and small public and private buildings, production 

facilities, and other large and diverse range of artefacts will enable us to expand our 

knowledge of our history. Some important artefacts discovered include cone-shaped 

dishes with lead covers, glazed plates with neatly engraved poems in the Persian 

alphabet and other scripts, clay shapes, colourful ceramics with human, animal and bird 

images inside, many work tools, decorations, and coins are evidences that Gabala 

enjoyed intensive trade and cultural links with many parts of the world.   

There is a need for upgraded promotion and awareness raising about Gabala. 

The experts believe that many promotion materials such as documentaries could be 

developed using the artefacts.  Considering that Gabala is becoming a regionally 

important tourist destination not only in Azerbaijan, but also in the Caucasus, 

development of such promotion would be very helpful.  Thanks to significant 

infrastructure projects carried out in the region, the number of tourists to Gabala has 

increased during the past few years.  The coverage of archaeological studies need to be 

expanded to cover other sites, along with the Gabala ruins.  New excavations should be 

equipped with the necessary conservation materials.  For instance, on the initiative of 

SEBA, the ancient walls discovered in Selbir were adequately covered, alongside 

required conservation measures.  The Archaeological Centre in the territory of Gabala 

History and Culture Reserve was built by SEBA.  

The construction of the new mosque was financed by the Heydar Aliyev 

Foundation in 2010-2013. The mosque covers an area of 715 m and its minaret is 25 

meters tall. In total,  600 people can worship in the mosque at the same time, including 
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450 men and 150 women. The walls and columns of the mosque are decorated with 

verses from the Koran, oriental ornaments, and religious symbols, using a calligraphy 

unique to Azerbaijan. The mosque is equipped a room for the imam, a school, a library, 

and ablution rooms for men and women, along with administrative buildings in the 

courtyard.  

 

Tourism overview. 

Gabala International Airport (IATA: GBB) was inaugurated in 2011. The airport 

is operated by AZAL, with regular flights from Baku. At the same time, there are 

scheduled flights to Russia. Other flights include the following: Metrojet Airlines– 

Domodedovo Airport Moscow; Ural Airlines – Domodedovo Airport Moscow; and 

VIM Airlines – Saint Petersburg. 

Gabala is located 225 km away from Baku. It can be reached by scheduled 

coaches from Baku International Bus Stain. Tourists can get to Gabala in four hours, 

taking the regular bus service from Baku.  In addition, there are bus services from 

Sumgayit, Zagatala and Ganja. 

The nearest Railway Station is in Sheki. It takes 3 and a half hours from Baku by 

the car.   

Gabala is 207 km from Baku; 332 km from Khachmaz; 117 km from Balaken; 

381 km from Astara; 297 km from Gazakh; 107 km from Aghsu; 94 km from 

Shamakhi; 161 km from Ganja; and 210 km from Shamkir. 

Gabala has different tiers of lodging – from high-end resort properties such as 

Qafqaz Resort (in close proximity with Tufandagh), Qafqaz Riverside, Qafqaz SPA 

Hotel as well as the luxury city lodging Qafqaz Karvansaray.  Middle-range city 

facilities include the Qafqaz Qebele City and Gabala hotels. There are also low-budget 

options in the city. Additionally, bungalows are offered for long stays in resort areas of 

Gabala. 

For the detailed information about accommodation establishments Annex 1. 

For the timing there is no existing travel agency operating in Gabala, but tourists 

who intend to travel to Gabala may use the services provided by the travel agencies 

operating in Baku. 

Gabala features a high level of urbanization and all necessary site amenities such 

as health care centres, ATMs (banks) and other services for meeting basic daily needs.  

The typical bread looks like pita and is not brown, although baked in tandir. The 

most popular dish is Firlama, which is also called “Firrama”.  It is a whole turkey 

cooked in tandir oven. Besides the typical meat porridge (rice with meat) and Shiftilig 

(sauce prepared with chestnuts and walnuts), Kharisa deserves special mention. Kharisa 

is cooked with wheat until it dissolves, then mixed with meat and butter.  Kharisa is a 

traditional dish typical for farmers. 

There are many mid-range and budget restaurants offering the national cuisine.  

Qafqaz Resort Hotel and Qabala Khanlar Restaurant offer high quality western dishes.     
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There are many outdoor tea houses (çayxanalar) that serve tea and sweets. It is a 

great way to experience the local tea culture. If you are adventurous, try challenging a 

local to a game of backgammon (nard) or dominoes. 

Cherry plum vodka and wine is a local favourite in Gabala. The locals celebrate 

holidays with wine that they produce themselves.   

Gabala offers wider opportunities when it comes to archaeological tourism. Both 

infrastructure and archaeological exploration possibilities exist in profusion, as the 

example of the Chukhur-Gabala monument shows. Archaeological research has been 

done incessantly in Gabala for nearly 100 years and promotional and printing work is 

underway. Implementation of conservation and restoration during the last years, as well 

as coverage of some sites in several places, makes it possible in any season to see the 

remains of ancient Gabala city. Along with this, new Archaeological Centre was created 

nearby. In this centre archaeologists and tourists can stay for the night. An asphalt cover 

is available for camping at the Gabala archaeological excavation site, which has wider 

plain parts. Together these factors make Gabala the center for archaeo-tours inside 

Azerbaijan. 

According to the TALC (Tourism Area Life Cycle) model, Gabala as a tourism 

destination is on the mature Development stage. Tourism demands are steadily growing 

and local enterprises offer tourism services.  Regional and national authorities provide 

for strategic planning, although there are no external investors involved in provision of 

services. 

 

2.5. SHAMAKHI 

 

History and heritage. Khynysly is an archaeological monument from the 

Antique Period and Early Middle Ages in Shamakhi district. Claudius Ptolemy 

mentions the city as Kamakhea in the II century.  Graves, numerous artefacts by local 

masters, as well as fine glass, dishes and decorative items were discovered during 

explorations led by Jabbar Khalilov in 60-70s of the XX century in Khynysly, 

considered Old Shamakhi.  The Khynysly treasure is especially important among the 

valuable artefacts discovered here.  

The participants who participated in the survey, provided different accounts as to 

the name of the city: Old Shamakhi; Pirdiraki Castle in Gulistan; Khannasly, and Kichik 

Khynysly. Some respondents also added that the toponym has something to do with the 

Shirvanshahs, the earth-quake, lions, nomadic sham tribes and khans. 

The respondents stated that including the monument in the list of tourism 

destinations would contribute to the development of the region and living conditions of 

the local population.  They also emphasized the need to promote the monument among 

the young generation as well.   

Shamakhi is situated in the south and south-east slopes of the Great Caucasus 

Mountains, in a very charming region.  In the north, the district is located on the edge of 

the Main Caucasus watershed; Aghsu passage in the west; Langabiz range in the south-
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west, Kudru-Shirvan Plain in the south; Gobustan Plateau in the south-east; and Pirsaat 

River in the east. From an administrative point of view, the district bordered with Guba 

in the north; Khizi in the north-east; Gobustan in the east, Hajigabul in the south, Aghsu 

in the south-west and west; and Ismayilli in the west and north-west. 

The district covers an area of 154691 hectares. Arable lands constitute 112500 

hectares.  Lands that are unfit for agriculture cover 29897 hectares.  Livestock pastures 

cover 40226 hectares.  Additionally, forests cover 12300, and orchards 145 hectares. 

Over 80% of the district territory is located in the lower and mid mountainous 

range. Mountainous parts of the district are in Pirgulu, 1500 meters above the sea level. 

The administrative centre is situated in the Pirdiraki Mountain slopes, approximately 

1050 meters above the sea level. In general, Shamakhi is 135 to 2500 meters above the 

sea level. The highest point is the Gulumdostu Peak. 

The district has a population of 97946 persons.  About 48% (46854 persons) of 

the population live in rural areas, while 52% (51092) live in urban areas. Almost 49% 

(47994) of the population is composed of men, and 51% (49952) of women. Population 

density is 63 people per 1 km2. 

There are more than 10 ethnic groups in Shamakhi, including Azerbaijanis, 

Russians, (Chukhuryurd, Gizmeydan, Nagharakhana, Ikinji Jabani villages, etc.), Turks 

(Madrasa settlement, İkinji Jabani Village), Georgians, Lezgins, Tats, Tatars, 

Ukrainians, etc.  

According to the legend, the word “Shirvan" emerged as a combination of two 

words: "shir", ("milk") and "van" ("town") in old languages. Hence, "Shirvan" means 

“milk town” according to the legend.  

Azerbaijani poets Feleki Shirvani and Khagani Shirvani metaphorically referred 

to Shirvan in their poems as "Sharvan", which means "the town of the evil". Masudi, an 

author who lived during the X century associates the origin of Shirvan with the Sasanid 

ruler Anushirvan. Also, Abbasqulu aga Bakikhanov points out that the name Shirvan 

originates from Anushirvan and over the years, the prefix “Anu” was dropped.  Arab 

and Persian authors noted that medieval towns were named after Sasanid rulers to 

emphasize their antiquity and importance. In reality, these views are far from reality. 

Some researchers tend to associate the toponym "Shirvan" with "sar" or "shar" 

tribes, implying "the country of sars" (should not be confused with the Turkic-speaking 

Sarmat tribes). 

Shirvan grew from a town to a province and eventually a medieval state.  Until 

now, the location of the Shirvan town has not been identified. It is either identified with 

Shabran, countryside near Shamakhi or a site near Siyazan. Al-Mukaddasi wrote about 

the town: "Shirvan is a large town on the plains. The Juma Mosque is located at the 

bazaar square. A river flows across the town". 

In his work "Geography", the ancient Greek-Roman geographer and astronomer 

Claudius Ptolemy (70-147 AD) provides names and geographical locations of 29 towns 

and settlements in Caucasian Albania. Chapter XI of Book V points out that "between 

the mentioned river (assumed to be Alazan) and the river Alban which flows across 
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Caucasus" there is a town called Kamakhiya (geographical coordinates 79°45" - 

45°40'). 

Some researchers link Kamakhiya (sometimes Mamakhiya) to ruins of a town 

near Khynysly and modern Shamakhi, while some others believe that it was the ancient 

Shamakhi. It is also presumed that Ptolemy used the letter “K” in the name of 

Kamakhiya, since the consonant “sh” does not exist in Greek.   

Some Arab sources mention Shamakhi as “Yazidiyya”, probably related with the 

geopolitical events that took place during the X-XI centuries.  According to 

Munadjimbashi, a Turkish historian who lived during the XVII century, Yazidiyya was 

established by Abu Tahir Yazid, a Shirvan ruler.  B.F. Minorsky argues that Abu Tahir 

Yazid simply reconstructed an already existing populated area and renamed it after 

himself.   

Hamdullah Gazvini, a historian and a geographer who lived during the XIV 

century, writes that: "Shamakhi is a settlement of Shirvan. It belongs to the fifth 

climatic zone (longitude 82°30" and latitude 40°39'). It was built in honour of 

Anushirvan”. It has a warm climate. In comparison with other places in the province 

(Shirvan), it is the best place". 

According to popular belief, the name of Shamakhi stems from combination of 

two words: "Shah" ("great") and "mah"("town"), according to which Shamakhi means 

"Shah mah-i" or “the great town”.  

On the other hand, Huseyn Jiddi, associates the name of Shamakhi (Kamakhiya) 

with the Turkic tribe of Kimaks. An author who lived during the XI century mentions 

that Kimaks, who previously lived along the Irtish River, moved to the region a very 

long time ago. Al-Istahri maintains that Kimaks belonged to the Turkic Hun, Khazar 

and Kipchak tribes. V. Bartold points out that "Kimak" means "two tribes" in Turkic. 

Khynysly is an ancient settlement, with a cemetery located in the north-west, 

about 1,5 km from modern the Shamakhi City. Archaeological excavations started since 

1958 helped recover numerous patterns of material culture, treasures and other artefacts.  

It should be mentioned that settlements were abandoned and resettled due to various 

natural and political events. Lower layers belong to the Kura-Araz culture. Clay dishes, 

tools and armaments made of rocks and bone indicate that there were large houses 

during the early Bronze Age. During the VI-V centuries BC, Khynysly was a large 

settlement and turned into a large town during the last centuries of the I millennium BC.  

During the I century A.D. the town was demolished.  Sophisticated glassware, metal 

tools, pottery, and decorative items illustrate the high level of economic and cultural 

relations that the town enjoyed with Anatolia, Rome and other regions.  Khynysly was 

destroyed again in the VI century, during the Sasanid campaign towards the north.  

Archaeologists discovered a great number of stone graves, Sasanid coins, seals, 

glassware, silver articles, pottery, etc.  Khynysly was inhabited until the Arab conquest 

of Azerbaijan.  

Khynysly treasure was discovered in 1958, during agricultural works on a hill 

near the site. The treasure consists of 300 silver coins, including Roman dinars; Athens 
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tetradrahma (5); Thrace tetradrahma (3); Vifinia tetradrahma (7); Arshakid drahma 

(161); Albanian coins (72); Pont tetradrahma (1); Seleucid tetradrahma (76). The oldest 

coin was from Trace (Lycemach, 323-281 BC); the relatively newest was the one 

minted by Fraat III Arshakid (70-58 BC). The treasure is believed to have been hidden 

during the third quarter of the I century BC.  In addition to the coins, the treasure 

included a fragment of an adornment (5, 52 gr); a flat silver sheet (58, 74 gr); and a 

silver bar (29,96 gr). The Khynysly treasure was the largest discovery of Albanian 

coins.  It helped identify other coins discovered from different regions as well.  The 

Khynysly treasure shows that local coins were minted and widely used in Azerbaijan 

during the I century BC.   

One of the oldest mosques of Shamakhi is the Juma Mosque. It was built on the 

site where the older mosque was located in 1902, based on the design developed by 

Joseph Ploshko and Ziverbek Ahmedbekov. 

The mosque is one of the most prominent religious buildings in the South 

Caucasus.  It reflects the Islamic architecture of the VIII century.  It was the first small 

mosque of this kind built in Shamakhi with its altar looking towards Mecca. Its Gunbaz 

(dome) was built using local limestone.  

Under Sharia law, it is essential to preserve the architectural style of the old 

mosque when a new one is built as a replacement. Therefore, the mosque was built 

exactly like the old one. It is 47 meters long and 28 meters wide.  The central hall is 

divided into three square shaped compartments with wide passages in between.  The 

design is very similar to those of well-known Arabic mosques, such as the Amavi 

Mosque in Damascus (VIII century) and the Great Mosque in Cordoba.  This design 

makes it possible to expand the mosques in two directions without prejudice to their 

architecture and construction. 

A special commission was set up after the earthquake to investigate the reasons 

for the catastrophic destruction of the town. Shahgulu Kadjar, a geologist from Tbilisi 

and part of the special commission notes that the Arab inscriptions in the Juma Mosque 

show that the foundation of the mosque goes back to 126 Hegira. So, it can be said that 

the Shamakhi Juma Mosque was built in 743 and is the oldest mosque not only in the 

South Caucasus, but also the Near East after the Derbent mosque (733-734). 

The Khalvatiya Tarikat, which was created by Pir Omar Avahili ash-Shirvani 

during the XIV century, was based in Avahil Village of Shamakhi.  This was 

established on mystical and philosophical views of Sufi orders such as Suhraverdiya, 

Abkhariya, and Zahidiya. Shirvanshah Khalilullah became the patron of the tarikat and 

invited its leader Seyid Yahya Shirvani from Shamakhi to Baku. Seyid Yahya Shirvani 

was also a famous philosopher of his times and was successful in spreading his version 

of the religion. Sponsored by the Shirvanshah, his interpretations of the religion, along 

with the Islamic-Turkic values of Azerbaijan were promoted far beyond the limits of the 

country through Caliphs and Murids of Khanagah. The views of the Khalvatiya tarikat 

was respected all over Azerbaijan, Ottoman and Egypt.  It was promoted by Dede Omar 

Rovshani and Ibrahim Gulshani from Shirvan to Garabagh, from there to Tabriz, and 
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Uzun Hassan’s palace. Prayers (virds) compiled by Seyid Yahya for the Khalvatiya 

Tarikat Murids were used all over the world for many centuries.  

The silk played an important role during the middle ages, comparable to that of 

oil in the economic-political life of the contemporary period.  Azerbaijani silk was a 

highly valued product, along with other traditional sectors of the economy.  Shirvan was 

one of the most important silk producing regions in Azerbaijan.  The main centre of silk 

production in Shirvan was Shamakhi, which was at its height during the medieval ages.  

Shamakhi produced silk in different sizes, quality, and colour.  Ambrocco Kontarini, a 

Venetian Ambassador of his times, writes that Shamakhi was a rich city with many 

products and silk is known as “talaman silk” and that various types of silk clothes were 

produced.  During late XVIII century, the Shamakhi silk production facilities included 

1500 weaving machines.  This period was also marked with fierce feudal collisions, 

which had a negative effect on the economy. The types of silk produced in Shamakhi 

included taffeta, mov, delicate and ditch.  The highest level of production was during 

the first half of the XIX century.  According to historical records, there were 500 

machines in 220 workshops with more than 2000 workers in 1841 in Shamakhi.  The 

number of machines reached 310 in 1851 and silk production in this region maintained 

its positions until late XIX century.  

Many important artefacts and ruins from buildings and infrastructure facilities 

have been uncovered during archaeological excavations, which started in 2011 in 

Gulistan Castle of Shamakhi.  These excavations are aimed at including the Gulistan 

Castle into the tourism routes in Azerbaijan.  

The Gulistan Castle is located in the north-western part of Shamakhi town, on 

Giz-Galasi Mountain. The Castle is said to have been built during the IX century. The 

remains include the foundations, some walls watch towers.  Khagani, Arif Ardebili and 

other poets admired the Gulistan Castle of in their works. The cliffs on the north, east 

and west of the Castle provide natural fortification. The Castle is referred to as "Giz 

galasi ("Maiden's Tower") by the locals.  It is mentioned by XI century sources along 

with Yazidiyye town. The Castle served as defence structures and headquarters for 

Shirvan rulers during the XI-XVII centuries. It lost its importance after the proliferation 

of firearms.  Archaeological excavations revealed the ruins of the gates, and a number 

of artefacts from the IX-XII centuries.  Water was brought to the Castle using clay 

pitchers. There was also an underground secret passage to the fortress. 

Shamakhi Museum of History and Local Literature was founded in 1945, as the 

Shamakhi Local Literature Museum. The Museum's first director was Bilal Ibrahimov, 

who was a prominent philologist. Over a short period of time the Museum was filled 

with a number of artefacts and the first exhibition was organized in 1948. The Museum 

also had a regular magazine, in which many local intellectuals published their articles.  

Archaeologists Jabbar Khalilov, Huseyn Jiddi, Alem Nuriyev, Shirzad 

Ahmedov, Akif Guliyev and Fariz Khalilli who carried excavations in Shamakhi during 

1950-2000, provided the Museum with a number of archaeological findings. 



61 
 

An information database was created in the Museum lobby on Shamakhi villages 

and its well-known people. The local Museum also includes valuable artefacts on the 

local flora and fauna, Astrophysics Observatory, mud volcanos and other objects.  

The Museum also exhibits reproduction of some photos taken by some European 

travellers and artists in the past.  The Museum includes the following sections: 

“Shamakhi in ancient times”, “Shamakhi the centre of Shirvanshahs State”, “Shirvan 

during Tsar Russia”, “Shirvan during the Democratic Republic”, “Shamakhi in the 

Soviet period”, “Shamakhi since independence”. 

The Museum was fully refurbished in November, 2009. The President of the 

Republic of Azerbaijan, Mr. Ilham Aliyev participated at the opening ceremony of the 

Museum. 

 

Tourism overview. 

Shamakhi is located at 120 km of the Baku-Gazakh highway. Distance from 

Baku is 135 km. It takes 2 hours to get there on scheduled buses from Baku 

International Bus Station. 

The nearest airport is Gabala International Airport and Heydar Aliyev 

International Airport in Baku. The nearest Railway Station is Kurdamir Railway Station 

and Baku Railway Station. Domestic buses operate regularly from Baku, Qazakh, 

Ganja, and Gabala. 

Shamakhi is 114 km from Baku; 239 km from Khachmaz; 269 km from 

Balaken; 339 km from Astara; 362 km from Gazakh; 36 km from Aghsu; 94 km from 

Gabala; 226 km from Ganja; and 274 km from Shamkir. 

Accommodation in Shamakhi is mainly based on cottages provided on suburban 

areas such as Sharadil, Sehirli Heyat, and Fortuna. A high-end international chain hotel 

Shamaxi Palace Platinum by Rixos is located in Seredil village. There is also the mid-

range city Sports Complex Hotel, which is also available for travellers. 

For the detailed information about accommodation establishments Annex 1. 

For the timing there is no existing travel agency operating in Shamakhi, but 

tourists who intend to travel to Shamakhi may use the services provided by the travel 

agencies operating in Baku. 

Shamakhi features all necessary site amenities such as health care centres, 

ATMs (banks) and other services for meeting basic daily needs, despite its lower level 

of urbanization. 

Alexander Dumas, a French writer who visited the Caucasus, writes in detail 

about kebab, jizbiz, pilaf and other national dishes of Azerbaijan, pheasant hunting with 

falcons in Shamakhi and his meetings with historical personalities. The writer noted that 

Azerbaijanis were sensitive, sincere, caring, intelligent, hospitable, friendly, loyal, 

restrained, brave, slender and beautiful. 

Bread varieties include tandir chorayi, which is baked with saffron. Shakarbura 

and pakhlava are also cooked in tandir. Shamakhi is most famous for the Shamakhi 

Mutakka, a local confection.   
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One of the traditional dishes is the dill pilaf, which is also typical for the 

Kharabakh and Ganja regions.  Within Shirvan, this specialty seems to be more popular 

at Damirchi village. Only copper dishes are used in its preparation. In general, the 

extensive use of copper utensils in Damirchi are used extensively, which adds a special 

feeling and taste.  The dill pilaf includes: lamb, lamb tail, beans, rice, and dried dill. 

First the soaked beans are boiled.  At the same time, long rice soaked in salty water for 

two hours is boiled and mixed with the beans. After that, the beans and the rice is 

filtered and dill is added in a colander. After that, a layer of lamb tail pieces and on top 

of that, a layer of lamb with bones is placed in a big copper pan.  The mixture of beans, 

rice and dill is added and left to cook for about two hours.  It is served with a local dairy 

specialty.   

There are many mid-range and budget restaurants offering the national cuisine.  

Shamakhi Palace Platinum by Rixos offers high quality western dishes or one of the 

recreation centres. There are many outdoor tea houses (çayxanalar) that serve tea and 

sweets. It is a great way to experience the local tea culture. If you are adventurous, try 

challenging a local to a game of backgammon (nard) or dominoes. 

Based on the information provided above, Shamakhi would be at a stable 

Development stage as a tourist destination. This region attracts many tourists and 

vacationers during all seasons of the year. Two monuments are being displayed during 

the current analysis of the surveys in Shamakhi city: Old Shamakhi City and the 

Gulistan Fortress. Seasonal excavations have been conducted over the course of the last 

few years in Old Shamakhi and in Gulistan Fortess. They are incomplete, however, 

because they are beyond the project’s scope. Infrastructure remains weak in both old 

Shamakhi and the Gulistan Fortress. The roads to the fortress consist only of paths. 

Ecological balance is lacking in Shamakhi city due to the excavation sites having been 

polluted by the local population. Shamakhi, which is one of the main castles of Turkic-

Islamic culture, is known for the recent restoration of the Juma Mosque, the first 

mosque in Azerbaijan. Shamakhi’s being Shirvanshahs’ central city, it is known for 

having large cemeteries like Seven Dome, Lalazar, Shah Khandan. The archaeological 

and epigraphic explorations, as well as the conservation work carried out in Ahlat are 

available in Shamakhi as well.  It is a very interesting place from an archaeological and 

religious tourism aspect. Extensive work can be done here along two lines. 

 

2.6. AGHSU 

 

History and heritage. The experts continued their monitoring in the medieval 

Aghsu town. Aghsu was the most populated city in Azerbaijan during XVIII century. 

The Castle built by Nadir Shah in May, 1735 near Aghsu Village served as the seat of 

the local government for governors appointed by Nadir Shah and Shirvan Khans.  The 

Aghsu Castle was also the centre of uprisings by Shirvan noblemen against Nadir Shah.  

Over different periods in history, the Castle was attacked by Haji Chalabi khan and 

Muhammadhasan khan from Shaki, Husseinali khan, Fatali khan and Sheikhali khan 
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from Guba, governors appointed by Aga Muhammad shah Mustafa khan Develi and 

Aligulu khan, Russian count Valeryan Zubov, and Naibussaltana Abbas Mirza.  Famous 

travellers from the XVIII century Samuel Gmelin, Bieberstein, Bronevski and others 

wrote about this Castle. The population suffered from the Plague on two occasions.  

Handicrafts, trade and culture significantly improved in Aghsu, when it was ruled by 

Shirvan khans. 

Initiated by the MIRAS Social Organization in Support of Cultural Studies in 

March 2010 and supported by local intellectuals, a project entitled “Medieval Aghsu 

Town Archaeological Tourism Complex” has been implemented. The project aimed at 

promoting historical monuments in Aghsu as a tourist destination.   

Within the framework of “Medieval Aghsu Town Archaeological Tourism 

Complex” Project, Aghsu Archaeological Expedition of ANAS Institute of Archaeology 

and Ethnography and National Museum of History of Azerbaijan carried out 

explorations in the Medieval Aghsu Town and established a modern tourism complex at 

the site. 

Aghsu was established as a district on 8 October, 1943. Aghsu city, which is the 

administrative centre for the district, was officially classified as a city in 1967. The 

district is bordered with Ismayilli in the west and north-west; Shamakhi in the north-

west and west; and Kurdamir and Hajigabul districts in the south. 

The district covers a territory of 1020 km2. Its population is 69400 persons.  

There is one city (Aghsu city) and 78 villages in the district, organized in 24 regional 

administrative units and 32 municipalities. The largest villages are Gagali, Kandoba, 

Kalva, Pirhasanli, Bijo, Jalayir, Padar, Arabushagi and Karagoyunlu. 

Geographically, Aghsu is located in Shirvan Plains and at the foots of the 

Greater Caucasus Mountains. 16 villages and three settlements are located on 

mountainous areas.  The rivers that pass through the region are Girdiman, Aghsuchay 

and their branches, as well as Agdarchay and Nazirchay. The Kukesh Gorge (on Kur 

River) and Javanshir Lake on the south-Shirvan channel are located within Aghsu. 

Aghsu is an agricultural region. Livestock, wheat, cotton, fruits and vegetables 

constitute important elements of its economy. 

The existence of a medieval Aghsu town, near Ulguj village in Aghsu was 

known since the XVI-XVII century. In 1735, Nadirgulu khan (after 1736, Nadir Shah) 

moved the population of Shamakhi city, which was damaged from earthquakes and 

wars, to Aghsu and re-built the city based on a comprehensive design. Local authors 

such as Hashimi Shirvani, Zulali Shirvani, Agha Masih Shirvani, Shakir Shirvani, Haji 

Zeynalabdin Shirvani, Abbasgulu aga Bakikhanov, Seyid Azim Shirvani and others 

referred to this city as Aghsu in their works.  

Mainly Russians, especially Russian merchants called the new city Yeni 

Shamakhi after the city’s removal.  “Yeni Shamakhi” (New Shamakhi) and “Old 

Shamakhi” are mentioned in Russian and some European sources, as well as by some 

Azerbaijani authors.  On the other hand, Persian sources called Aghsu as “Jalilabad”. 
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 The formal name of the town was Aghsu during the reign of Nadir Shah, Haji 

Muhammadali khan, Mohammadsaid khan and Mustafa khan. The city’s name is not 

Kharaba (meaning ruins), which was a descriptive expression used to refer to its ruins.  

Aghsu name is also associated with Oghuz tribes from Sinjan in Estern 

Turkistan and Anatolia. In fact, official documents indicate to existence of a settlement 

called Sinjan near Aghsu until the early XX century.  In Sinjan-Uygur Autonomous 

Republic of China, one of the largest cities is called Aghsu.    

Consequently, according to some researchers the toponym was introduced by 

Oghuz Turks, linked with the qualities of local rivers.   

Some of the monuments in Aghsu include the following: Antique and early 

medieval Nargizava monument, cemeteries from various periods of the history (Gagali 

Village), Nuydi antique monument and cemetery (Nuydi Village), Girlartepe antique 

monument and cemetery (Girlar Village), Khanyurdu antique monument (Arabushagı 

village), Garachibulag antique monument (Nuran Village), Khazinadagi Castle (Padar 

Village), Sheikh Dursun Tomb (1399, Aghsu cemetery), Pir Bakhtiyar Tomb (XIX 

century, Javanshir cemetery), White Tomb (1897, Garaqoyunlu Village), Red Tomb 

(1909, Garaqoyunlu Village), Bilal Afandi Mosque (XIX century, Padar Village), and 

Shaik Amir Ahmad Tomb (1722, Khalilli Village).  

The first archaeological explorations were led by Fazil Osmanov in 1983 in 

medieval Aghsu town, as part of the Aghsu-Ismayilli expedition. The explorations 

indicated that Aghsu town is a one-layer (XVIII century) monument and very important 

for studying the khanate period.  

Aghsu archaeological expedition led by Gafar Jabiyev launched carried out 

extensive archaeological explorations in medieval Aghsu town between March, 2010 

and late 2012. Many important artefacts were recovered during the three year 

exploration, which covered an area of 1,5 hectares.  

Although built within a short period of time, the town was extremely well 

planned.  The excavations revealed paved roads and streets, water and sewerage lines, 

special wells for waste, craftsmanship shops, and other facilities.   

The topographic plan of the town indicates that the south of the town was 10 

meters lower than its north, with a rectangular shape facing Mecca.  This must have 

been deliberately planned in order to take advantage of the gravity flow in water supply. 

Wells and canals used for drinking and waste water were constructed with rocks from 

the river.  Water lines connected large and small wells and large storage facilities.  

All roads of the city were built with rocks from the river.  The roads were 

parallel to each other towards the east and west. Excavations revealed a large street in 

the north-south section of the city, along with smaller streets, squares in various sizes, 

all built with rocks from the river. The squares were revealed at the 3rd excavation site 

in front of the dye shop, at the 4th excavation site near the bath house and at the 5th 

excavation site near the Juma Mosque. Furthermore, excavations revealed traces of 

trees, once built around the squares.  
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The foundations of all houses in the city are built with rocks from the river and 

walls from raw bricks. Excavations revealed fireplaces in corners of houses.  In some 

houses, fireplaces were found in the middle.  All features of one of the rooms in a two-

room house adjacent to the northern fortress walls are clearly defined. In the middle of 

the other room, a 6 meter well was discovered, which is believed to have been used as a 

food storage.  The wells and the floor in the room seem to have been constructed with 

special materials.  The roofs in all houses were constructed with wood, thrashes and a 

solid layer of soil on the top.  In various seasons, the roof seem to have been 

strengthened with stone plates, some of which were recovered during excavations.  

Inner and external walls, floors, roofs, tendirs and fireplaces were dyed with a solution, 

prepared with a particular type of rock called shaft in Shirvan. The greyish dye gives a 

particularly charming looks to houses and served as a protection against rain.  This type 

of dye is clearly visible in northern walls of the decorated houses.  

Although archaeological explorations have been carried out for a long time in 

Azerbaijan, which helped create a great deal of experience in this area, there is a need to 

upgrade conservation and restoration efforts. There are no traces of archaeological 

excavations in large cities like Gabala, Ganja, Beylagan, and Shamakhi where such 

explorations have been carried out. Archaeologists have uncovered wide channels, 

which seem to have been used for waste waters from homes and production areas.  

The Medieval Aghsu Town Archaeological Tourism Complex Project provided 

the scientists with the opportunity to study the medieval history of Azerbaijan from, as 

well as highlighting the necessity of conservation efforts in archaeological excavations.  

This is particularly important, considering that some monuments were constructed with 

raw bricks.   

In Aghsu, the mosque foundation was built with rocks from the river and walls 

with raw bricks.  The columns were constructed with specially prepared stones.  In 

terms of conservation, the mosque walls were treated with alabaster and water resistant 

solutions, imported from Germany specifically for this purpose.   

In addition to the conservation works, MIRAS has assigned specific staff to 

ensure preservation and management of the Complex.   

In 2012, the Aghsu Archaeological Expedition revealed remnants of an 

impressive medieval building, while surveying a tomb near Shikhmazid, Aghsu.  The 

excavations site was indicated by some local residents.  In order to recover the 

monument, the Expedition group led by Gafar Jabiyev carried out preliminary works 

and discovered a rectangular building constructed with carefully prepared large pieces 

of local stone, facing Mecca. The building consists of a 400 m2 hall with multiple small 

room-sells.   

The excavations revealed many different types of tiles, embroidered with 

geometric and decorative patterns. Architectural peculiarities, construction towards 

Mecca, decoration with colourful tiles, existence of room-tombs and a remnants of a 

fireplace suggest that the building was mosque or a madrasah.  
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Although the dead were buried in accordance with Islamic rites, on the right 

shoulder towards Mecca, most graves were found with 4, 6, or 8 pitchers.  This burial 

tradition is unique to Azerbaijan.  According to elder residents of the region, the 

mosque and the tomb in Shikhmezid were destroyed during 1930s, under the Soviet 

rule.  The analysis of the upper layer indicate that the mosque was used intensively from 

the second half of the XVI century until 1930’s.  Further excavations are planned on 

this site.  

In 2013, the Aghsu Archaeological Expedition conducted explorations in 

Mehravan Castle in Bayimli Village of Aghsu district. The total area that the 

Torpaggala monument covers is 12 hectares, together with the fortress walls. The inner 

part of the Castle is 10 hectares, while the walls occupy a 2 hectare area.  There are four 

entrances to the castle. The castle is located in Bayimli Village and borders with 

Akhunlu, Chiyni and Arabsarvan villages. A series of artefacts from the III-VII 

centuries were revealed during the preliminary archaeological excavations in 

Torpaggala.  

 

Tourism overview.  

Aghsu is located around 156 km from Baku and 36 km from Shamakhi. The best 

way to get to Aghsu is by ground transportation. The nearest airport is Gabala 

International Airport and Heydar Aliyev International Airport in Baku. The nearest 

Railway Station is the Kurdamir Railway Station and the Baku Railway Station. 

Domestic buses operates regularly from Baku, Qazakh, Ganja, and Gabala. 

Aghsu is 156 km from Baku; 276 km from Khachmaz; 262 km from Balaken; 

303 km from Astara; 318 km from Gazakh; 36 km from Shamakhi; 107 km from 

Gabala; 192 km from Ganja; and 230 km from Shamkir. 

Unfortunately, there are no accommodation opportunities In Aghsu for tourists. 

Tourists usually stay at the Rixos hotel in Sharadil region of Shamakhi, when they visit 

the archaeological site. 

For the timing there is no existing travel agency operating in Aghsu, but tourists 

who intend to travel to Aghsu may use the services provided by the travel agencies 

operating in Baku. 

During the recent years, the Government has made some major investments in 

the city.  All amenities, including roads, sanitation and communication systems meet the 

local requirements.   

Local culinary specialties are Shirvan chigirtmasi, bozartma, kalafır, sajichi, 

ashgara, and Aghsu Halvasi. 

There are many outdoor tea houses (çayxanalar) that serve tea and sweets. It is a 

great way to experience the local tea culture. If you are adventurous, try challenging a 

local to a game of backgammon (nard) or dominoes. 

Archaeological excavations, conservation, coverage work, as well as substantial 

outreach conducted in Medieval Agsu Town, have together created the necessary 

conditions for tourists to visit in any season. There are opportunities at the excavation 
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site both for camping and habitation of the archaeological base. Local villages are 

involved in this process, infrastructure has been developed, and the work is ongoing. 

Every year info-tours are arranged for tourism companies and media representatives. 

Various companies organize tours under the name: ‘Medieval Agsu Town Archaeo-

Tour’. Establishment of an archaeological tourism complex in medieval Agsu town 

serves archaeological tourism. Infrastructure problems continue in contemporary Agsu 

town as it was not previously considered a tourism destination. However, infrastructure 

projects realized widely over the last years, will eliminate this problem in the near 

future. 

According to the TALC (Tourism Area Life Cycle) system, Aghsu city is on 

exploration & involvement stage. However, the Medieval Aghsu Town Tourism 

Complex Project and local museums have contributed to the increase in tourist inflow.   

 

  

Brief result and SWOT 

Strategically Azerbaijan is situated on the Great Silk road and well know all over 

the world as the region of trades. But, if to look into history of the country, Azerbaijan 

has been occupaid several time in different times of the history. Country is developing 

and of course, it has different problems need to be solved from the tourism point of 

view. 

Tourism is developing both with the state’s and private sector’s support. 

Infrastructer is being improved, promotion of the country’s tourism potential is being 

realised all over the world. 

 

 

SWOT analysis 

 

Strengths 

 

 Close proximity to 4 districts 

 Advanced business travel opportunities in 

the country 

  “Baku as Islamic culture capital in 2009” 

 Developed accommodation system  

 Strong cultural identity 

 Hospitable local communities 

 Historical monuments 

 Variety of attractions (natural and man-

made) 

 Wide range of ancient mosques and 

ensembles  

 Rich national cuisine  

Weaknesses 

 

 Tourism opportunities in the 

region have not been promoted 

enough 

 Low level of online presence 

 Seasonality (except Gabala and 

Shamakhi) 

 Neglect of some old buildings 

(Ganja and Gabala)  

 Lack of accommodation in 

some regions (Shamkir and 

Aghsu) 

 Lack of transport infrastructure 

to some attractions (Gabala) 
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 Stable and positive macroeconomic factors 

in the country  

 Variety of souvenirs and workshops 

 Inter-regional airway transportation (Ganja 

and Gabala)  

 Favourable climate 

 Governmental support and sponsorship  

 Coexistence of various religions in 

harmony  

 Lack of high quality services in 

the hospitality industry  

 Threat of international military 

confrontations 

 

Opportunities 

 

 Strategic planning and forecasting 

 Creation of common tourism routes as part 

of the “Cities of Common Cultural 

Heritage” (CCCH) Project  

 Advancing online presence (web site) 

within the common CCCL portal 

 Attracting more investments, both from 

regional authorities and the private sector 

 Improvement of private-public partnership 

(PPP) in tourism  

 Increasing the accommodation capacity 

(hotels, guest houses, hostels) 

 Some tourism infrastructure upgrades 

(mainly accessibility-wise) 

 Hosting Islamic conferences 

 Establishment of Halal food outlets 

 Development of overall tourism support in 

publishing/e-publishing 

 Revival of some local attractions 

Threats 

 

 Scarcity of local tour packages  

 Floods and landslides 

 Migration of young people 

from their native regions  

 Tendency to spend holidays 

abroad 

 Earthquakes (Shamakhi) 

 Competition by nearby regions 
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3. KAZAKHSTAN 

 

General Information. Kazakhstan is a Central Asian republic situated at the 

cross roads of cultures and civilizations. It has a rich legacy and plenty of ancient sites. 

It is part of the Great Silk Road.  

More than a hundred nationalities live in the country. The main ethnic groups 

are the Kazakhs and Russians, the major religions are Islam and Christianity. 

There are three time zones and four landscape types: forest-steppe, steppe, semi-

desert and desert. The mountain ranges of Altai and Tiаn-Shan create a particular warm 

and humid climate condition on the east and the southeast. Kazakhstan is very rich in 

natural resources (oil, coal) with a well-developed industrial and agrarian sector. 

Geography. Kazakhstan is located in the central part of the Eurasian continent, 

at an equal distance from the Atlantic and Pacific oceans. 

Kazakhstan is bordered wtih Russia, China and other Central Asian countries, 

such as Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan and Turkmenistan.  Kazakhstan has a long coastline on 

the Caspian Sea.   

Kazakhstan’s nature is unique with its landscape diversity: deserts or semi 

deserts can be found in the south-west, mountains are natural attractions of the central, 

east and south-east Kazakhstan, and the north of the country is mainly in the steppe and 

forest steppe zones. 

There are about 48000 lakes in Kazakh steppes, mountains and deserts, the 

largest of which are the Arаl Sea and Balkhаsh, Zaysan, Alakоl and Tеngiz lakes. There 

are more than 7 thousand rivers in the country. 

Among the unique animal species in Kazakhstan, the following could be of 

particular interest for tourists: Ustуurt wild sheep, Turkistan lynx, Tiаn-Shan brown 

bear, flamingo and some types of swans. 

Culture. Many tourists travel to Kazakhstan for its unique culture.  There are 

immense opportunities for visitors who are interested in the real life of the Kazakh 

people, their traditions, rituals, arts and culture.  These include museum complexes, 

ethnic villages, and traditional lifestyle of Kazakh people, historical sites of medieval 

cities and many others. 

The Zhambyl Zhabayev Museum Complex in Almaty region includes a house 

with a garden, where the poet lived during the XIX-XX centuries and a mausoleum. 

This is a visual representation of not only Zhаmbуl’s life, but also of a whole era in 

which the poet lived and worked.  

Ethno-memorial complex Map of Kazakhstan - Atаmеken, located in Astana, is 

the largest ethnographic park in Kazakhstan and a unique outdооr museum. Cities and 

landscape of the country, as well as mini copies of main attractions and historical sites 

can be found on this map. 

Kazakhstan as a tourism destination. Kazakhstan is an attractive tourist 

destination because of its history, geographical position and size. Being the world’s 9th 
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largest country and located in the centre of Eurasia, it is also the largest landlocked 

country in the world. It has a specific climate and a peculiar natural environment, which 

seems to take up the brightest examples of landscape of both continents. 

In addition, the complicated history of Kazakh people and constant interaction 

between nomadic and settled lifestyles in South Kazakhstani ancient cities, have led to a 

unique and authentic culture in Kazakhstan. 

These peculiarities have created various tourism opportunities in Kazakhstan, 

which include authentic cultural tourism, nature-based activities, ecotourism, bird-

watching in national parks and protected areas, skiing or trekking in mountains, water 

sports, sunbathing and swimming in lakes and rivers of Kazakhstan, and many others. 

The main tourist season is between May and mid October. 

Arts.  Kazakhstan is rich with applied arts related with the nomadic heritage of 

the country.  

Shapan – a long and loose gown, which is a traditional element of the Kazakh 

national costume. Shapan was made from various fabrics of different colours. In Kazakh 

traditions and rituals shapan symbolizes honour and respect. 

Beldik – a belt, traditional element of the national Kazakh costume, used mostly 

for ceremonial gowns, with a generous selection of luxury materials such as leather, 

velvet, silk or wool. The decoration of the belt is even more generous, made with 

precious stones, figurate metal plates, carvings in bone, figured lettering and ouches 

depicting animals. Belts for women were wider and decorated avoiding military style, 

majorly with precious stone. 

Kazakh jewellery has a specific description called “animal style”, related with 

depictions of ornaments representative of various animals.   

Architecture. Yurta is a unique element characteristic for Eurasian nomads, a 

symbol of everyday Kazakhs traditions. Yurta is a portable dwelling and a functional 

house that reflects unity with nature – the major principle in the Kazakh ideology. Yurta 

is a perfect home where it is warm in winter and cool in summer. Yurta is easy to 

transport and quick to assemble.  This unique dwelling facility was used by the nomads 

and is still used by the Kazakhs in pastures and during holidays. 

Astana, the capital of Kazakhstan, is a dynamic developing administrative, 

business, cultural and spiritual centre of the country. In 1998, Astana was awarded with 

the title “The City of Peace” by UNESCO.  

The country’s new capital has risen fast from the northern steppe and is already 

a showpiece for the XXI century Kazakhstan. Its skyline is becoming more fascinating 

year after year with landmark buildings, many of them by leading international 

architects, in a variety of Asian, Western and Soviet styles.  

Officially, Astana became the capital city in 1997.  The old centre of Astana, 

located in the north of the Ishim River (the "pravy bereg" – the right bank) as still a 

commercial and services centre. South of the river (the "levy bеrеg" – the left bank) is 

mainly for governmental and business buildings and also cultural, sports, leisure and 

shopping centres, hotels, a university along with some residential developments.  
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The city was founded in 1830 as a Russian fortress called Akmolа. After the 

USSR collapsed, Akmоla was renamed as Astana in 1998 – Kazakh for ‘capital’.  

 

UNWTO Statistics. According to the World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) 

Tourism Highlight’14 report, Kazakhstan recorded a double-digit growth in 

international tourist arrivals in 2013 compared to а year earlier (+11%).  

 

Destination 
International Tourist Arrivals 

(1000) 

International Tourists Receipts  

($ millions) 

Kazakhstan 
2010 2011 2012 2013 2010 2011 2012 2013 

3,393 4,093 4,438 4,926 1,005 1,209 1,347 1,460 

Source: World Tourism Organisation (UNWTO) - (data collected by UNWTO on May, 

2014)  
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3.1. ESIK 

 

History and heritage. The Golden Warrior, also known as “Altyn Adam” in 

Kazakh, was designed to depict the remains of a Scythian warrior recovered from a 

burial mound in South-Eastern Kazakhstan, some 70 kilometres from Almaty in Issyk in 

1969. 

It was in this “kurgan,” or burial mound, that the skeleton of an 18 year-old 

Scythian warrior prince dating back to the III or II century BC was uncovered. The 

Scythians were nomadic tribal people known to inhabit the Pontic-Caspian steppe, 

spanning parts of modern day Kazakhstan and Mongolia. With the rise of other Turkic 

tribes, the Scythians disappeared from history.  They were described in “The Histories” 

by Herodotus. 

The Scythian warrior prince was discovered wearing a gold-plated armour and 

an elaborately decorated, pointed headwear, buried with his gold dagger and sword. As 

was typical of burying rituals for the elite, the prince’s kurgan also included ceramic 

vessels, bronze castings, intricate jewellery, the skeletons of his horses and more 

clothing stitched with gold. 

The actual garments were restored and are on display at the Central State 

Museum in Almaty. Other artefacts were on display through the Nomads and Network 

exhibitions in New York City and Washington, DC in 2012. This golden-adorned 

warrior prince soon became a symbol of Kazakhstan’s past and heritage leading to the 

nickname “Golden Warrior.” 

Twenty-eight years after what was assumed to be the discovery of a young male 

Saka chieftain dating to the fifth-century BC, evidence suggests that the body was not 

male, but that of a warrior priestess. 

The Issyk Gold Man, as the burial came to be known, was found 31 miles east of 

Alma Ata (now Almaty) in southern Kazakhstan. Dr. Kemal Akishev of the Kazakh 

Institute of Archaeology and his colleagues uncovered the sarcophagus which contained 

the skeleton covered with 4,000 gold ornaments. 

Generally, analysis of a skeleton will determine the person's sex. However, 

bones of the Gold Man's skeleton were broken and fragmented so a reliable 

determination was not possible. Prof. Orazak Ismagulov, a physical anthropologist at 

the Kazakh Institute of Archaeology, suggested that the skeleton was that of a male after 

examining only the cranium and a few long bones. (Subsequently, Ismagulov has said 

concerning the skeleton, that it had been badly fragmented and was in very poor 

condition at the time of excavation. He also indicated that the skeleton was that of a 

very small person, and could "well have been that of a female."  

The body had been attired in boots, trousers, and a leather tunic (caftan) 

decorated with some 2,400 arrow-shaped gold plaques. Plaques of horses with twisted 

torsos decorated scabbards that held an iron dagger and a sword. Ceramic, silver, and 

bronze containers, a bronze mirror, and flat wooden dishes and beaters for koumiss 

(fermented mare's milk) were also found in the tomb. 



73 
 

There are many similarities between the Issyk Gold Man's tomb and other 

warrior/priestess burials. For instance, a cone shaped headdress was found in the Gold 

Man's tomb. It was decorated in gold and was 25 inches tall. Gold-foil depictions of 

animals were attached to the sides of the headwear. Though believed to be a man's 

tomb, this headwear reminded the Kazakh excavators of bridal hats passed down 

through generations to be worn by brides in traditional weddings. 

The Gold Man's tomb contained three earrings with turquoise, carnelian and 

white beads which suggests jewellery not associated with Saka men. The tomb also 

contained a silver spoon with a slender handle. Carved bone spoons were found in the 

warrior and priestess burials at Pokrovka and other Sarmatian sites. Similar to the Gold 

Man burial, the Pokrovka burials also contained bronze mirrors, which are associated 

with priestesses. 

The similarities between the Gold Man's tomb with that of the other 

warrior/priestess suggest that the Gold Man was actually a woman. However, unless 

DNA analyses can be made on the bones, the sex of the body will never be known.  

Archaeologists in Kazakhstan have discovered an ancient grave of a young 

woman who has acquired the nickname “Princess of the Scythians.” 

The “Princess of the Scythians” was clearly a prominent figure, judging by the 

valuable items buried with her, most notably a gold headwear decorated with figures of 

animals and topped with arrowheads. It is similar to the one worn by Kazakhstan’s most 

famous archaeological discovery, the Golden Man – a Scythian warrior prince interred 

wearing some 4,000 gold ornaments. 

This type of headwear was part of the ceremonial clothing that Scythian leaders– 

who inhabited the Eurasian steppe in ancient times – used to parade in, Smagulov said. 

“It is quite possible that the buried woman was the daughter of a king of the Saka 

Tigrakhuda tribe.”  

The grave – which also contained ceramics and bones from a sacrificed sheep – 

is believed to date from the IV or III century BC, the same period as the Golden Man’s 

burial site.  

Amazing archaeological finds are nothing new for Kazakhstan. Back in 2010 

archaeologists discovered the tomb of a gold-clad ancient Scythian warrior, nicknamed 

“The Sun Lord,” whose chest was entirely covered with gold. 

 

Tourism overview. 

 The nearest airport is Almaty International Airport. The nearest train station is 

Almaty Railway Station. 

Issyk is 1265 km from Astana; 71 km from Almaty; 234 km form Tamgaly; 954 

km from Turkistan; 944 km from Otrar; and 795 km from Shymkent. 

It is best to find accommodation in Almaty. 

Archaeological explorations conducted in Esik kurgan field displayed interesting 

finds concerning Turkic history and culture. Golden Man is considered the second 

kurgan in the world, and a place where much gold is found. These kurgans, connected 
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with Turkic Saks’ history, are considered sacred by the population and people visit this 

museum complex with this in mind. While in Esik we were able to observe this reaction 

ourselves. The new museum based on the kurgans and other artifacts is one of the more 

remarkable places in Kazakhstan due to its location near Almaty city and its updated 

infrastructure. Esik monument is suitable for archaeological tourism in the form of 

walking, observation, and attendance at ethnographic festivals. Archaeological tourist 

camping in Esik is doubtful since archaeological explorations are not currently under 

way in Esik kurgans. However it would be interesting to follow any kurgan excavations 

in the future. 

 

 

3.3. TAMGALY 

 

History and heritage. Set around the lush Tamgaly Gorge, amidst the vast, arid 

Chu-Ili Mountains, is a remarkable concentration of some 5,000 petroglyphs (rock 

engravings). Petroglyphs dating from the second half of the second millennium BC to 

the beginning of the XX century. Distributed among 48 complexes with associated 

settlements and burial grounds. They are testimonies to the husbandry, social 

organization and rituals of pastoral peoples. Human settlements in the site are often 

multi-layered and show occupation through the ages. A huge number of ancient tombs 

were also found including stone enclosures with boxes and cists (middle and late 

Bronze Age), and mounds (kurgans) made from stone and mud (early Iron Age to the 

present). The central canyon includes the densest of engravings and what are believed to 

be altars, suggesting that these places were used for sacrificial offerings. 

Towards the western end of the Tien-Shan Mountains in the southeast of 

Kazakhstan, the Chu-Ili mountain spur forms a canyon around the Tamgaly Gorge. An 

abundance of springs, rich vegetation and shelter distinguishes the area from the arid 

mountains that fringe the border of Kazakhstan with Kyrgyzstan to the south, and from 

the flat dry plains of central Kazakhstan to the north. The Gorge and its surrounding 

rocky landscape, where shiny black stones rise up rhythmically in steps, have attracted 

pastoral communities since the Bronze Age, and have come to be imbued with strong 

symbolic associations. 

The Archaeological Landscape of Tamgaly covers a roughly circular area of 900 

ha and includes the 982m peak of Mt.Tamgaly. The Tamgaly River flows through the 

centre and out onto the plain below, to the north. Surrounding the property is a large 

buffer zone of 2900 ha, which to the northwest and southeast includes outliers of the 

petroglyphs, and further burial mounds and ancient settlements. 

Petroglyphs on unsheltered rock faces, which have been formed using a 

picketing technique with stone or metal tools, are the most abundant monuments on the 

property. Images have been recorded in 48 different complexes, of which the most 

important are five complexes, displaying about 3,000 images. By far the most 

exceptional engravings come from the earliest period and are characterized by large 



75 
 

figures deeply carved into the rocks with wide repertoires of images, including unique 

forms such as solar deities, zoomorphic beings dressed in furs, syncretic subjects, 

disguised people, and a wide range of animals. They date to the second half of the XIV 

and the XIII centuries BC. 

The main elements of the cultural landscape are the petroglyphs of the different 

levels of visibility, the low stone-earth mounds and stone tombs hardly visible on the 

surface, the ruins of stone dwellings and enclosures. Despite the fact that some parts of 

the rock massifs have traces of an ancient destruction (Groups II-III) and modern 

graffiti (Groups IV-V), the gallery of petroglyphs preserved its integrity as a whole and 

representativeness. The traces of the past archaeological excavations are minor, partly 

removed and not noticeable in the whole context of the other sites and the landscape. 

The Petroglyphs within Archaeological Landscape of Tamgaly is a Property of 

National Significance, inscribed on the List of Historical and Cultural Monuments in 

2001. It is owned by the State and protected under the 1992 Law on the Protection and 

Use of Historical and Cultural Heritage. The property and its buffer zone are a territory 

of the State Archaeological Reserve of Tamgaly, a reserve-museum established under 

the Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Kazakhstan in 2003, as a permanent 

management agency for the property. The management authority has offices at the 

visitor centre on the territory adjacent to the buffer zone and comprises of five 

departments: administration, scientific research, archive, logistics, and security services. 

A representative’s office for the reserve-museum is housed in the regional 

administrative centre of Usyn-Agash. 

Among the current priorities of the reserve-museum is updating the management 

plan developed by the joint UNESCO-Norwegian-Kazakhstan project for the 2012-2017 

period. The most important issues affecting the property’s protection and conservation 

will be considered in the context of this project. 

The dense and coherent group of petroglyphs at Tamgaly, with sacred images, 

altars and cult areas, together with their associated settlements and burial sites, provide 

a substantial testimony to the lives and beliefs of semi-nomadic tribes of the central 

Asian steppes from the Bronze Age to the present day. The gorge and its surrounding 

rocky landscape have attracted semi-nomadic communities since the Bronze Age, and 

have come to be imbued with strong symbolic associations. Rock petroglyphs on 

unsheltered rock faces are the most abundant monuments.  

Late Bronze Age transitional petroglyphs are much smaller, less well formed 

images than the earlier ones. The repertory is less varied, but with more scenes from 

life, particularly pastoral life, which reflects the rise of nomadic cattle breeding 

activities. 

Petroglyphs from the early Iron Age Sakae and Wusun tribes are the most 

widespread in Tamgaly.  However, they are not homogeneous and their variety suggests 

that their authors belonged to different groups of people who inhabited the area between 

the end of the I millennium BC and the first half of the I millennium AD. The scenes 

still show the hunt of wild animals, but camels also begin to appear. 
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Middle Ages ancient Turkic petroglyphs are different from previous images in 

reflecting the symbols of power in the emerging steppe empires during the VI-XII 

centuries AD, with their aristocratic military leaders and cattle breeding cultures. You 

can see warriors, standard-bearers, archers, banners and horse equipment and other 

images.   

Petroglyphs by modern Dzungarians and Kazakh tribes were engraved after the 

Mongolian conquest during the XIII – XIV centuries.  Engravings seem to have stopped 

until the XIX and XX centuries, when popular Kazakh figures display a burst of artistic 

creativity. 

The 1930s and 40s collectivisation removed people from Tamgaly. Only in 1956 

did people once again live there as part of a Soviet farm. They came from Russia and 

Ukraine. Later Kazakhs migrated from China and together these newcomers absorbed 

the few local people who were the repository of ancient local traditions. A track was 

constructed across the site and until 2001 heavy vehicles drove right near the rocks. 

Respect for the cult areas remains amongst the Muslim population who hold 

traditional festivals, which recall ancient traditions, such as hanging rags on bushes near 

the springs. Their direct relationship with the petroglyphs has, however, been broken. 

The rock art site has been known since 1957. Archaeological research has been 

carried out under the supervision of Dr. Alexey Rogozhinsky. The methodologies used 

by the research team are of the highest standards. The Tamgaly rock art can be 

considered as one of the best studied in central Asia. The Republic of Kazakhstan has 

created a Central Asian Petroglyphs Database and a workshop was held in the area in 

2003 to upgrade this initiative. 

 

Tourism overview. 

The nearest airport to Tamgaly is the Almaty International Airport. The nearest 

train station is the Almaty Railway Station. 

Tamgaly is 1094 km from Astana; 164 km from Almaty; 234 km form Issyk; 

853 km from Turkistan; 841 km from Otrar; and 692 km from Shymkent. 

It is best to stay in Almaty. 

The Tamgali rock carvings were sacred for the tribes that inhabited this region 

after the Bronze Age. Today, they constitute a world cultural heritage monument and 

are a place, held sacred by modern Kazakhs as locale where sacrificial killing was 

observed. The research and the particularity of the field make this monument 

remarkable. The roads to Tamgali are poor and water problems in this area cause 

quandaries. The existence of a museum building in the Tamgali area, the provision of 

capable guides, the qualified elaboration of the route, and the existence of picnic and 

camp opportunities in the area increase interest in this monument. Archaeological 

research is not implemented currently in the area, meaning the Tamgali monument is 

suitable mostly for simple walking, observing,  and ethnographic festivals.The surveys 

of Tamgali show that plans for infrastructure’s improvement and urgency of electricity 

provision exist. 
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3.4. TARAZ 

 

History and heritage. Taraz is the centre of the Jambyl Province and is one of 

the ancient cities of Kazakhstan Republic.  Part of the historic city is under the modern 

districts. It is located in the south of Kazakhstan near the border with Kyrgyzstan, on the 

Talas River (Taraz River). Chinese sources mention this city during the mid I century 

BC, as “Kangyuyskim association”, one of the first states on the territory of 

Kazakhstan.  During this period, the city already played an important role in trade, due 

to its location on the Silk Road.   

In Turkesh, Karluk and the Karakhanid periods, Taraz was the capital as well as 

one of the largest settlements on the Silk Road. There were trade routes to the east of 

China, west of Iran, to the Byzantium, to Kimaks in the north, kypchaks and to the 

south-east and other parts of Central Asia. 

Medieval Taraz was a crowded city with green gardens and bustling bazaars, 

where many languages, including Persian, Sogdian, Turkic, Slavic and Chinese 

languages were spoken.  Some of the most valuable monuments of the Islamic 

architecture, such as mausoleums built in honour of Aisha-Bibi and Babaji Khatun, 

Karahan and Davudbek remain from this period. However, most of its history is still 

under its modern buildings. Taraz was formerly known as Jambyl or Zhambyl, 

Dzhambul, Aulie-Ata and Talas. 

One of the oldest cities in Kazakhstan and in Transoxania, Taraz officially 

celebrated its 2000th anniversary (recognized by UNESCO) in 2001.  The city was first 

built as a fortress in the area by a Xiongnu Chanyu named Zhizhi and was a site of the 

Battle of Zhizhi in 36 BC. The city was first recorded under the name "Talas" in 568 

AD by Menander Protector, who wrote that “the medieval city of Talas was a major 

trade centre along the Silk Road.” Talas was later described by Xuanzang, who passed 

through Talas in 629 and later wrote: “Traveling westward from the Thousand Springs 

140 or 150 li, we arrived to the city of Daluosi. The city is 8 or 9 li in diameter; and was 

settled by Hu ("foreign, non-Oriental") merchants from various nations. The products 

and the climate are about the same as Suyab.” The Talas alphabet, a variant of the 

Turkic "runiform" Orkhon script, is named after this town. Talas secured a place in 

history by virtue of the Battle of Talas (751 AD), which was fought between the 

Chinese Tang Dynasty and the Arab Abbasid Caliphate. The battle took place 

somewhere along the Talas River in the Talas valley. One of its indirect outcomes was 

the introduction of paper to the west, via the Arab capture of Chinese paper makers. 

Numerous archaeological finds and monuments in the foothills of Karatau and in 

Talas-Assin oasis show the antiquity of settlements in the Talas River valley, supporting 

Taraz' claim to being the most ancient city in Kazakhstan. The history of the city is 

composed of several historical periods, interrupted by destruction and depopulation. 

The first historically recorded reference to the city and the basis for the claim of 2000 

year history is linked the fortress of Zhizhi that briefly existed at the site of modern day 
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Taraz during the I century BC. A city known as "Taraz" or "Talas" is then recorded in 

568 AD and is known to have existed until its destruction in 1209. The third historical 

period begins with the establishment of Aulie-Ata (later renamed Dzhambul and 

eventually Taraz again) on the same site, which is the current city today. 

Discovery of caves and ancient campsites during investigations in eastern parts 

of the Talas-Assinsky Oasis, in the Karatau Ranges has confirmed Bernshtam's thesis 

(expressed in 1903) that the Talas Valley was settled before the I century BC: "It is 

doubtless that continued research in the valley will reveal older settlements." Remnants 

of material culture, found during excavation of Taraz, suggest to settlements during the 

Neolithic period. 

The discovery of chest ornaments, bronze statues of kings and remnants of 

ceramic products in separate parts of the Talas river valley prove that the region was 

settled during the bronze era. According to the archaeological excavations and available 

written sources, tribal unions of Saka and Scythians had been formed in this territory by 

around the VII-VIII centuries BC. 

Hanshu, an author who lived during 70 AD, mentions that the fortress on Talas 

River was constructed by Zhizhi Chanyu, a Hun prince (Ch. Xiongnu, Hsiung-nu, etc.). 

The fortress is believed to have been at where the current city of Taraz is located.  

Authors of the book called “Turkistan” and published in 1903, suggest that 

ancient Taraz (then Talas) was located under the modern city.  However, it was 

impossible to determine the exact location under 1936, due to the scarcity of 

information, inaccuracy of descriptions, and lack of geographic information. Professor 

Wilhelm Barthold's research established that the location of ancient Taraz was under the 

Green Bazaar. Further research and archaeological excavations, which were carried out 

by an expedition of the USSR Academy of Sciences in 1938 under the supervision of 

A.Bernshtam and G.Patsevich to the depth 2-6 meters, made it possible to reconstruct 

the appearance and cultural-economic importance of ancient Taraz. The latest 

archaeological data has considerably expanded ideas about Taraz. 

The year of Taraz's foundation is generally accepted as 568 AD, the date of the 

first written record according to the Greek sources. At that time the Great Silk Road run 

across Southern Kazakhstan. It played a major role in trade and cultural exchanges with 

China, India, Byzantium, and Persia. Taraz developed as a fortified trades and crafts 

city on this massive transcontinental route. Comparatively gentle climate, fertile soil 

and rich pastures attracted many stock-breeder and farmers. During 560s, Taraz was 

under the first Turkic Kaghanate.  The Sogdian merchants, who controlled the Central 

Asian section of the caravan route, were interested in easier access to Byzantium, and 

initiated trade negotiations first with the Persians, and then with Byzantium. In 

response, Byzantium sent ambassadors to the Turkic Kaghanate, and in the 568 the 

embassy led by Zemarchus and Maniach to the Muhan Khan arrived in Taraz at the 

court of Istemi Yabgu. The Persian ambassador also appeared at the court of the Turkic 

Kagan at the same time, but Istemi Yabgu allied with the Byzantium. 
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After the Muslims, the Samanids appeared in Central-Asia, and by the IX 

century they had occupied a major part of the region. By this time Taraz, was already a 

rich city-state, typical of Central Asia with a large population and vast agricultural 

lands. In the late IX century the Samanids extended their rule into the Steppes and 

captured Taraz (893) and after that, one of the headquarters of the Karluk Kaghanate. A 

large church was transformed into a mosque, and according to one source, the "amir of 

Taraz" embraced Islam. The islamization of Central Asia was due in significant part to 

the activities of the Samanids, and in Taraz, other pre-existing religions such as 

Mazdaism, Christianity, Buddhism, and Tengrism were gradually replaced. 

The Samanids however were defeated by the Turkic Karakhanids who were a 

confederation of Karluks, Chigils, Yaghmas and other tribes. The Karakhanids were the 

first Turkic groups to have converted to Islam en masse, and from the X to XII century 

Taraz was ruled by the Karahhanid Khanate as a Muslim state. By the X century Taraz 

had acquired the distinctive features of a Central Asian city. The ancient Taraz reached 

the climax of its development in XI-XII centuries under the Karakhanids. Instead of a 

more centralized state such as the one under Samanids, Karakhanid divided Central 

Asia into many small fiefdoms or appanages. Taraz became an important centre. The 

political independence of Taraz and autonomy to carry out trade helped its 

development. One of the rulers of the city called Tugan-Khan had so much power and 

resources that he independently waged a military campaign against Samarkand and 

captured the city for a period of time. In addition, Kashgar was invaded and remained 

under the Taraz's control for 15 months. Without doubt, this political power was linked 

with the economic importance of the city. In the Karakhanid Era the main part of Taraz, 

the Shahristan and Arg, did not grow beyond their sizes in the previous Qarluq-Samanid 

Era. The Arg lost its main significance in the city's life. The Shahristan became the heart 

of economic and cultural life of the city. This was the district where all the military, 

administrative, cultural and other establishments that governed life in the medieval 

feudal city-state was based. Aisha-Bibi and Karakhan monuments were built during this 

period within and outside the city. Taraz had an underground water system made of 

terracotta pipes, paved streets, and waste water collection. Of great interest is the Taraz 

Banya, which was multiple-domed building, built from baked brick.  Over the years, 

Karakhanids lost their power and influence due to infighting and at the end of XII 

century the city was taken by the Kara-Khitans. In 1210 Kara-Khitans were defeated by 

Khwarazmshah Mohammed.  

It did not last long, because in 1220 nearly all of Central Asia and the territory of 

modern Kazakhstan was invaded by Mongols. There were no written documents about 

Taraz's growth under the Mongols after they razed it to the ground. Remnants of fire 

found during the excavation show that the city was burnt. Probably the town was 

renamed as Yany (“New”). European, as well as Arabic sources mention "The city 

Yany, named Taraz before the conquest." Archaeological finds show that the city under 

the Mongolian yoke lost its previous significance and independence. The prosperous 

urban life in Taraz started to decline. Under the Chagatai’s (descendants of Chagatai 
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Khan) coins were minted in Taraz until 1334. Vasa of XIV century states that the 

Tsareviches "burnt the Golden Horde, destroyed Taraz and other cities, and killed the 

population. They took everything they could and burnt the rest. There was a mention of 

the city again in 1345 in the road guide book as a city laid on the trade route from 

Maw'ara un-nahr to Almalyk." The intense conflicts in Central Asia interfered with the 

trade with distant countries.  Moreover, the discovery of the sea route from the Western 

European countries to India stopped the trade on the ancient Silk Road and led to the 

decline of the cities on its course. 

Lost in time, Taraz is mentioned again in 1513 with the arrival of Kazakh tribes. 

The once famous medieval city and former capital had become a simple settlement, then 

it was forgotten, just like its ancient name. By the XVI century the city's territory had 

been absorbed into the Kazakh Khanate. Archaeological excavations show that Kazakh 

nomads were involved in the rebirth of Taraz, with cultural links connecting the ancient 

medieval city with the Kazakh popular culture. This is confirmed by the names given to 

irrigation channels in the city.  The city was just a small settlement and its inhabitants 

engaged in crafts, agriculture and cattle breeding under the rule of Kazakh khans. In 

1723 the Talas Valley, as well as the majority of southern Kazakhstan was invaded by 

Dzungars who possessed the territory until 1755. 

After the Dzungars were defeated by the Qing Dynasty of China in 1755, its 

entire territory, including Talas, was annexed by the Qing.  The Qing Dynasty carried 

out raids on the territory once a year and Kazakhs were expelled from the area if they 

were captured. The Dzungars had practically devastated the territory and Kazakh inflow 

was unstoppable for the Qing Dynasty. In 1766, Qianlong Emperor ordered to 

accommodate Kazakh people in Talas area within the border and settled them properly. 

The area was promptly populated by Kazakhs. In fact, the entire Xinjiang was populated 

by Kazakhs during this period, since the aboriginal western Mongols of Dzungar tribes 

were exterminated by the Qing in earlier years. 

In the beginning of XIX century, the upper part of the Talas River Valley was 

invaded by newcomers again. This time it was the Qipchaq soldiers of the Khanate of 

Kokand. They built a few small fortresses for guarding the border and the caravan route 

mainly on the ancient cities ruins. Due to the comparatively advantageous position of 

the fortress, which was built on the ruins of ancient Taraz, a new settlement started to 

grow around the fortress. At first it was named Namangan-i Kochek ("little 

Namangan"), as the first incomers were from the Uzbek city of Namangan. In 1856 it 

was renamed Aulie-Ata, in honour of Karakhan – the founder of Karakhanid dynasty. 

Mullahs, using a legend about the mausoleum of Karakhan in XII, built a new 

mausoleum with minarets, which had nothing in common with the original one. This 

new mausoleum preserved the ancient name, "Aulie-Ata" ("holy father"). The town took 

the same name. By this time the city had become a considerable trade and crafts centre. 

Every year, large spring fairs were organized. Household items and agricultural produce 

was bartered in these fairs.  Large consignments of livestock, bought to the fair, were 

sent to Tashkent and Fergana through the Karrabul Pass in the Talas-Alatau.  
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In 1864 Aulie-Ata surrendered after a short siege by Russian forces led by 

General Mikhail Cherniaev. Soon after, the line of Russian fortifications across the 

steppe was connected through Chimkent with the Syr-Darya line. The region in its 

entirety was annexed by the Russian state. A new Russian quarter was built within old 

Aulie-Ata. Its streets were lined with pine trees and new houses were built using brick. 

By that time there were 2,000-3,000 families with houses, shops, mansions, and small 

adobe houses where the underprivileged families lived.  

Dzhambul, along with much of Kazakhstan, suffered a severe economic crisis in 

the early 1990s after the break-up of the Soviet Union, with many production facilities 

coming to a complete halt. The demographics of the city have changed drastically as 

well. The city lost a significant portion of its population with the exodus of the various 

nationalities that once made up its diversity, notably the Volga Germans and the Jews, 

as well as many Russians and Ukrainians. This trend was partially off-set by the 

migration of Kazakhs from rural areas into the city. The city's name was changed to its 

Kazakh spelling (Zhambyl) in the early 1992 and to Taraz in 1997. The city's economy 

has experienced a partial revival in the early 2000s.  

 

Tourism overview. 

Taraz is situated on the road to Shymket. It is possible to reach Taraz by bus or 

by private car. 

SCAT Airways operate flights from/to: Almaty and Astana.  

The Turkistan-Siberian Railway connects Central Asia with Siberia. It starts 

north of Tashkent in Uzbekistan at Arys, where it branches off from the Trans-Caspian 

Railway. It heads roughly northeast through Shymkent, Taraz, Bishkek (on a 

subdivision) and to the former Kazakh capital of Almaty. After Almaty, turns northward 

to Semey before crossing the Russian border. It passes through Barnaul before ending in 

Novosibirsk, where it meets the Western Siberian portion of the Trans-Siberian railway. 

The majority of construction was undertaken between 1926 and 1931. 

Taraz is 1303 km from Astana; 510 km from Almaty; 623 km form Issyk; 323 

km from Otrar; 519 km from Tamgaly; 175 km from Shymkent; 277 km from Bishkek; 

and 308 km from Tashkent. 

Taraz is a modernized city and most amenities such as modern hospitals, clean 

water, banks and ATMs, and public transport are available.  

Taraz was not previously included in the research route. This decision was made 

during the workshop. Afterwards, Taraz was studied using various sources. Taraz 

occupies a specific place amongst the medieval cities of Kazakhstan, one that is the 

result of its geographical position and its location on roads leading north. Conduct of 

archaeological researches presently ongoing in Taraz concentrates all tourists there in 

excavations.  It is especially important to stay at night in Taraz while on the road to 

Almaty and Turkistan and join archaeological explorations. 

For the detailed information about accommodation establishments and travel 

agencies see Annex 1 and 2. 
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As per the TALC (Tourism Area Life Cycle) system, the city is at the 

Development stage.   

 

3.5. TURKISTAN 

 

History and heritage. Khoja Ahmed Yasavi was a distinguished Sufi master 

who lived during the XII century.  The Khoja Ahmed Yasavi Mausoleum, dedicated in 

his honour, was built from 1389-1405 under Timur in Yasi, now Turkistan.  The 

Mausoleum was built by masters from Iran and Azerbaijan under personal supervision 

of Timur.  The architectural and structural methods used in the Mausoleum were later 

adopted in construction of Samarkand, the capital of Timurid Empire.  The Mausoleum 

remains as one of the largest and best preserved constructions from the Timurid period. 

The Khoja Ahmed Yasavi Mausoleum is situated in southern Kazakhstan, in the 

city of Turkistan (Yasi). The mausoleum is located in an old citadel, in the north-eastern 

part of the ancient town, now an open archaeological site. To the south, there is a nature 

protection area.  The modern city of Turkistan surrounds the site in the other directions.  

The Mausoleum was built at the end of the XIV century by the order of Timur, 

replacing a smaller mausoleum from the XII century. It is one of the largest 

constructions built during the Timurid period. There are some other buildings in the 

vicinity, including mausoleums for distinguished persons, small mosques, and a 

medieval bath house. There is a local museum, located in the former Russian military 

barracks from the XIX century. On the north side, the mausoleum is separated from the 

new town by a section of the ancient citadel wall, which has been reconstructed.  

The Mausoleum is a rectangular building with 45.8 m width and 62.7 m length.  

Its total height is 38.7 m. It is built with baked bricks with gypsum mixed clay (ganch), 

facing the north-west. The foundations were originally built in layers of clay (1.5 m 

deep), but these have recently been reconstructed with concrete. The main entrance is 

from the south-east into the large and square shaped Main Hall, which is called 

Kazandyk.  It is 18.2 m x 18.2 m, covered with a conic-spherical dome, the largest in 

Central Asia (18.2 m in diameter). There is a bronze 2 ton cauldron (kazan, 2.2 m in 

diameter), in the centre of this hall, dated 1399 and used for ceremonial purposes.  

The tomb of Khoja Ahmed Yasavi (Gur khana), the most important part of the 

building, is situated on the central axis at the end of the building in the north-west. In 

the centre of this space, there is the sarcophagus. The hall has two domes; the inner 

dome is 17 m, and the outer one 28 m high.  The exterior curve of the dome is covered 

with green and golden decorated tiles. From the outside, the dome is covered with 

hexagonal green glazed tiles, adorned with gold patterns. The building has spaces 

assigned for several functions: such as meeting rooms, a dining hall (Ash khana), a 

library (Kitab khana), and a mosque.  

The mosque is the only hall where fragments of the original wall paintings are 

preserved, which are geometric and floral ornaments in light blue. The inner curve of 

the dome is decorated with alabaster stalactites (muqarnas). On the exterior, the walls 



83 
 

are covered with glazed tiles with large geometric patterns with epigraphic ornaments, 

characteristic of Timurid architecture. There are fine Kufic and Suls inscriptions on the 

walls and texts from the Koran on the exterior curves of the domes. The building 

remained unfinished at the death of Timur in 1405, and was never completed. 

Therefore, the main entrance still lacks the surface finish and the two minarets that were 

planned. 

Starting in the XII century, Sufism also developed into several regional schools, 

of which the Turkic branch was headed by Khoja Ahmed Yasavi. Sufism has been seen 

as one of the forces that sustained the diffusion of Islam, preventing its downfall, 

especially in the difficult period after the Mongol invasion in the XII century. Yasavi 

was born in Yasi or in Ispidjab (Sairam), in 1103. After initial education by his father, 

he studied in Bukhara, which was one of the principal centres of Islam at the time. He 

spent most of his life in Yasi and died there in 1166. His contribution was crucial for 

Central Asia, where he popularized Sufism and contributed to the diffusion of Islam.  

Turkistan is considered to be one of the ancient Kazakh towns, with origins in 

the early Middle Ages. Until the XVI century it was called Yasi. At first it was a 

suburban area of Shavgar, in the region of Syr Daria and crossroads of agricultural and 

nomadic cultures. Shavgar developed into a large handicrafts and trade centre.  

However, Yasi became more important as of the XII century.  It was also one of the few 

places that do not seem to have been destroyed by the Mongols in the XIII century. 

Pilgrimage to the tomb of Ahmed Yasavi was another factor that contributed to its 

development.  

In the 1370s, Timur (1328-1405) became the new ruler of Central Asia, and his 

reign extended from Mesopotamia and Iran to Transoxiana. His capital was in 

Samarqand. Timur financed construction of monumental public and religious buildings 

(mosques, mausoleums, and madrasahs) in regions such as Syr Daria, where towns were 

vital outposts on the northern frontier, including the Ahmed Yasavi Mausoleum. 

Timur’s intention in building this Mausoleum was to contribute to the diffusion of 

Islam, but even more so, to fulfil specific political objectives. Considering that political 

support of nomadic tribes in the steppes was determined by Sufi orders, the construction 

of this remarkable sanctuary aimed at gaining the support of the nomadic Sufi 

community.  According to historical accounts, Timur have personally participated in the 

design of the Mausoleum, which was built in parallel with the Mosque of Samarkand.  

For the first time during his rule, he used skilled masters whom he brought from Shiraz 

and Isfahan.  The building also represented an experiment, where he introduced 

innovative spatial arrangements, types of vaults and domes, which were later 

implemented in other cities.  capital cities.  

From the XVI to XVIII centuries Turkistan was the capital and residence of the 

Kazakh Khanate, developing into an important trade and crafts centre. The Ahmed 

Yasavi Mausoleum remained the most important monument in the town and several 

prominent personalities were buried near the site.  However, the political struggles and 

the shift of trade to sea routes resulted in the decline of urban life. In 1864, Turkistan 
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was invaded by the Russian army. The old town was destroyed and deserted. A new 

railway station was built far from the old town, becoming the new centre for 

development. Some facilities were built closer to the old town, now called ‘Eski 

Turkistan’. Today, the old town is an archaeological site, and one of the 14 Reserve 

Museum sites in Kazakhstan.  

Even though the Mongol and Timurid periods in Western and Central Asia 

caused much suffering and destruction, they also promoted a highly important 

development in arts and architecture. The Timurid Empire extended from Mesopotamia 

to Western India and from the Caucasus to the Arabian Sea, including the present-day 

Uzbekistan, Iran, and Afghanistan. The capital cities of the Timurids were Samarkand 

and Bukhara, already registered by the UNESCO World Heritage List.  Some of the 

most important historic monuments are located in these cities.  In particular, the Bibi 

Khanum Mosque, which is comparable with the Ahmed Yasavi Mausoleum in its size 

and architectural style is worth special mention.   

There are also some impressive buildings in Iran and Azerbaijan from this 

period (Yazd, Mashad and Tabriz, as well as in Herat in Afghanistan).  These 

monuments represent the architectural advances from the early Islamic period and well 

into the XVII century. Master builders from the conquered cities and lands such as 

Shiraz, Isfahan, Yazd, Tabriz, south Caspian, and Damascus, as well as stone cutters 

from India, were involved in the construction of the masterpieces in the Timurid period. 

The significance of the Ahmed Yasavi Mausoleum in this context is that it was 

the prototype, where architectural and artistic solutions where experimented under the 

control of the Emperor himself. The Mausoleum has preserved its integrity and 

authenticity better than most of the other buildings, such as those in Samarkand.  

 

Tourism overview.   

There are buses to Shymkent and mini-buses to Kyzylorda.  There are at least 

two daily trains to west to Kyzylorda, Aralsk and Aqtöbe; and to the east to Shymkent, 

Taraz and Almaty. The nearest airport is Shymkent Airport in Kazakhstan.  The 

Tashkent Airport in Uzbekistan could also be used.   

Turkistan is 1637 km from Astana; 886 km from Almaty; 957 km form Issyk; 91 

km from Otrar; 853 km from Tamgaly; 165 km from Shymkent; and 293 km from 

Tashkent. 

Lodging options are not abundant in Turkistan, mainly budget properties such as 

Hotel Edem, Yassy Hotel, Hotel Sabina and Hotel Turkistan. Lack of accommodation 

dramatically shortens tourist visits in the city.  

For the detailed information about accommodation establishments see Annex 1. 

Despite its lower level of urbanization, Turkistan possesses fairly advanced site 

amenities such as health care centres, ATMs (banks) and other services for meeting 

basic daily needs. 

Turkistan is the main place where Turkic and Islamic culture intersect. In this 

city, known as Sufi Khoja, Ahmad Yasevi lived and brought fame to the region. 
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Archaeological research around Turkistan is regularly conducted. However the raw 

brick architecture makes conservation work difficult, as in Van and Agsu. Its roads have 

been renovated though being far from Almaty, and different infrastructure projects have 

been realized. Generally, in terms of archaeology and religious tourism, the focus in this 

area is on the Turkic-Islamic world. 

According to the TALC (Tourism Area Life Cycle) model, Turkistan is on the 

Involvement stage, since there are few specific tourism facilities in the area and few 

visitors (generally for the purpose of pilgrimage).   

 

 

3.6. OTRAR 

 

History and heritage. Otrar oasis is situated in the South Kazakhstan Province. 

It is 170 km northwest of Shymkent and 60 km from Turkistan.   Once a prosperous 

city, wars and disasters have led to its collapse.  The stark ruins of settlements, 

buildings, castles and watchtowers create a dramatic sight for first time visitors. The 

main irrigation channels are now crossing through dry fields and their cracked beds 

have not held water for centuries. 

Otrar oasis is not a single site, but rather a large oasis with a number of towns 

and cities. The hills on which the settlements were once based, have different names: 

Altyntobe, Dzhalpak-tobe, Kuyuk-Mardan-tobe and Pchakchi-tobe. Their original 

names are now forgotten and only the names of the three towns are known from 

manuscripts. 

The city was called Parab and has an ancient history, along with the Persian 

Empire. In old Persian language Pārāb (in Ḥudūd al-ʿĀlam) or Fārāb (also Fāryāb and 

Pāryāb) was a common toponym meaning “lands irrigated by diversion of river water”. 

By the XIII century, Fārāb on the Jaxartes was known as Otrār. 

The prosperity of Otrar was interrupted by the Mongol invasion of Central Asia. 

In 1218 Chengiz Khan sent a trade caravan to Otrar, which was ruled by Khoresmshakh 

Mohammed II. On orders by Mohammed II, the governor of the town Inalchik Kair-

khan had the caravan robbed upon its arrival. It is claimed that Mohammad II thought 

the caravan was sent for espionage purposes. Upon the incident, Chengiz Khan 

demanded that the perpetrators be punished and surrendering of Kair-khan to the 

Mongols. Defying Chengiz Khan, Mohammad II had the Mongol Ambassadors 

executed.  In autumn 1219, Chengiz Khan's troops approached Otrar walls. When the 

Mongols appeared in Köneürgenç, the capital of the Khwarezmian Empire, one of the 

Khwarezmian commanders proposed in a war council to confront the Mongol army in 

open battle.  However, Mohammad II rejected the proposal and distributed his troops by 

garrisons throughout the towns, which allowed the Mongols to take the towns one by 

one.  Ultimately, Otrar was destroyed and its population was massacred and partially 

enslaved. Many of the towns in the oasis never recovered and were abandoned. 

However, Otrar city rose again and during the troubled years of civil wars, which 
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followed Chengiz Khan's death, the town became an important political and economic 

centre. By mid XIII century the city was an important trade centre on the way from the 

West to the East. During the second half of the XIV century Southern Kazakhstan was 

brought into the sphere of Timur's power. In February 1405, when Timur visited Otrar 

to recruit fighters for his army, he caught cold and died in one of the Otrar palaces. 

The death of Timur led to more struggles, which resulted in Abu'l-Khayr Khan 

conquering several tribes and placing himself at the head of a new Uzbek Khanate. 

Other descendants of Chengiz Khan had claims over the area and for most part of the 

XVI and XVII centuries the Kazakh steppe and the Syr Darya valley went through 

nonstop conflicts, especially between the Kazakh Khanate and Dzungar feudal lords. Up 

until the Dzungars arrived in Kazakhstan, a degree of stability was maintained in Otrar. 

The continuous revolts and conflicts resulted in the economic decline of the city 

and neighbouring towns. Along with the Eurasian arm of the Silk Road, Otrar gradually 

lost its importance. Through the XVII and XVIII centuries, the irrigation system slowly 

deteriorated and the lower part of the Temir-aryk dried out. 

By the end of XVIII century there were only 40 families in Otrar, compared to 

perhaps 5,000–7,000 during the XIV through XVII centuries and the irrigated area had 

dropped to about 5 km2. 

The settlement area is about 2 km2.  The lowest layers of the settlement are 

dated from the I century AD, while the earliest monuments are dated from the XII to 

XV centuries. Otrar was a typical Central Asian fortress. The Ark (central fortress) and 

Shahristan (fortified city) formed a five-cornered hill about 18 meters high. The hill 

covers an area of 200,000 m2. Excavations proved that it was an advanced town with 

monumental buildings. The town was densely populated. The houses stood close to 

each and formed groups of quarters or blocks. Two bath houses, dated IX to XII 

centuries, were found on the rabat (suburbs), outside the city wall. The baths had central 

bathing and massage halls, changing rooms, restrooms and a prayer room. They had hot 

water supply systems. The pottery discovered near two furnaces help prove that Otrar 

was the centre of ceramics production in Central Asia. The ceramics had elements of 

decoration. One of the greatest artefacts was the figure of water carrier – a camel with a 

woman's head and cradle on its back. 

The Otrar State Archaeological Museum-Reservation was established on May 

11, 1979 by the Decision of the Council of Ministers of Kazakh SSR. Initially, a small 

museum was established on May 17, 1967 within the premises of a school at Timur 

station.  Asantay Alimov, who was an artist and a historian by profession, was in charge 

of the small museum.   During 1975-1976, the Museum was part of the Regional 

Museum of History and Local History. The existing museum was constructed during 

1979 and 1982.   

The Otrar museum became the main scientific-research centre and depository of 

archaeological values discovered during excavations on the unique historical monument 

– Otrar, which played an important role as an economic and trade centre for more than 

200 years. 
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The Reservation-Museum covers an area of 3048, 5 m2. It consists of four 

archaeological monuments with a national status.  The remaining 216 archaeological 

monuments are administered by the local authorities. These include ancient towns in the 

Otrar oasis, such as Otrartobe, Kuiryktobe, Kokmardan, Altyntobe, Aktobe, 

Zhalpaktobe, Arystan-bap mausoleum and other historical monuments. 

The exposition of the Museum is divided into two sections: archaeological and 

ethnographical. The earliest pieces in the archaeological hall date from the Bronze Age. 

In general, the artefacts in this hall consist of pottery and other kitchen utensils, found 

during excavations of Otrar town, the ancient settlement and Kokmardan Necropolis. 

The most remarkable pieces are ornaments in animal shapes, often a sheep, a dog and a 

horse. The excavations have revealed many work tools, testimony to the development of 

agriculture and nomadic cattle breeding. The exhibition includes a wide range of 

colourful and sturdy ceramics. Most of them were have been restored.  The excavations 

have also revealed large ceramic containers (hums), used for storage and transportation 

of liquids and food.  Other findings include ceramic lamps, dastarkhans from XI-XII, 

kumgans, and buckets; clay bricks and panels used for tiling walls in mosques and 

floors in public bathhouses. Fragments of the water supply system show a high level of 

the development in the town. 

XVII century artefacts include clay ware, delicate chinaware, iron tools, gold, 

silver and copper coins, wheat and cotton residues, carved wooden panels, glass, bricks 

and tiled panels. 

The ethnography section includes objects from the XIX –XX centuries.  These 

are items used by the local residents, jewellery, musical instruments, and typical tools 

used by nomadic peoples, in agriculture, fishing, and hunting. There are also falconry 

objects, related with local spiritual beliefs, as well as furniture used in yurts: jewellery - 

earrings, rings, and pendants for braids. They add a special splendour to the exposition. 

The Abu-Nasyral-Farabi Library is also organized in the Museum. The Library 

includes more than 3000 works from al-Farabi and his pupils. 

The Museum takes an active part in researches. In 2001, the Otrar State 

Archaeological Museum-Reservation, together with the National Scientific-Research 

Institution and its Japanese counterpart carried out a restoration and conservation 

project, aimed at protecting artefacts and monuments from the ancient Taraz. Within the 

framework of the State Program “Cultural Heritage”, the Action Plan on “Revival of 

Ancient Otrar” was carried out.  As part of these initiatives, 30 unknown historical 

monuments were discovered along Syrdariya River.  The Oriental Bathhouse from the 

XIV century war restored.  Last year, the excavations revealed the eastern gates of 

Otrar. 

Arystan Bab was Khodja Ahmed Yasavi’s mentor and by tradition, pilgrims 

should first visit the Arystan Bab Mausoleum, before the Yasavi Mausoleum in 

Turkistan.  The Arystan Bab Mausoleum is in the south of Turkistan, not far from 

Otrartobe. To get here, take the same road north from Shauildir as for Otrartobe, but 
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stay on the road rather than taking the right turn for Talapti.  The Arystan Bab 

Mausoleum is another 5km away from this intersection, close to the Kogam village. 

The Mausoleum is on the left-hand side of the road. It is an impressive XIV 

century building around Arystan Bab's XII-century tomb, although most of what you 

see today dates from the early XX century. The Mausoleum has a broad facade, framed 

by domed minarets at either end.  The carpet-draped tomb is in a small room to the left 

of the entrance.  It is usually full of believers performing religious rituals.  Sometimes 

there are long lines of visitors outside.  There is a central arched space, flanked by two 

supports and two brick domes over the left side of the building. The room to the right 

side of the arched space is the mosque. Its roof is supported by ancient carved wooden 

pillars.   In the back room, you can admire a hand-written Koran with extraordinarily 

beautiful Islamic calligraphy. There is also a small museum room. The first domed 

chamber to the left side of the arched space holds the drape-covered tombs of Arystan 

Bab’s three students.  Arystan Bab’s tomb is in the next chamber, beyond a metal grid. 

According to the legend Khoja Ahmed Yasavi was discovered by this highly 

respected Islamic scholar. Aristan Bab, also known as Arslan Bab or Salmani Farisi, 

was Prophet Mohammed’s follower.  He was by the Prophet on his deathbed and was 

asked to search for his successor. After hundreds of years of wandering with the 

Prophet’s rosary (amanat), he came to a bridge near Sayram.  He was stopped by an 11-

year old boy called Ahmed who demanded the rosary, saying: "Aksakal (elder), give me 

my amanat!" Aristan Bab understood that his quest had ended, handed the amanat to the 

boy and became his teacher, travelling with him to Yassi where the boy eventually 

became known as Khoja Ahmed Yasavi. Aristan Bab died sometime at the beginning of 

XIII century, after having trained Ahmed on the basic truths of the Koran. After his 

death, a mausoleum was built in his honour on top of his grave. 

There are hundreds of tombs around the Mausoleum, from simple graves to 

ornate palace-like structures, the final resting places of devout Muslims who wished to 

be close to Aristan Bab. A respectful walk on these grounds can be an atmospheric and 

satisfying experience. 

 

Tourism overview. 

Otrar can be reached by car from Turkistan.  The nearest airport is the Shymkent 

Airport in Kazakhstan.  Also, the Tashkent Airport in Uzbekistan could be useful. The 

nearest train station is the Turkistan Railway Station and the Shymkent Railway Station. 

Otrar is 1537 km from Astana; 874 km from Almaty; 944 km form Issyk; 91 km 

from Turkistan; 841 km from Tamgaly; 152 km from Shymkent; and 281 km from 

Tashkent. 

Across the road from the Mausoleum is the Arystan Bab Hotel, offering very 

cheap accommodation sleeping on the floor either indoors or in one of three yurts.  

Either way, toilets are outside. 

It is best to stay in Turkistan or in Shymkent. 



89 
 

Otrar is one of the most actively studied monuments  in Kazakhstan. Although 

Otrar has long been known for Ghengis Khan’s massacres, its historical importance as a 

scientific and cultural centre was revealed during archaeological explorations. Otrar 

ruins are preserved, horizons are broad, and thus the place is ideal from an 

archaeological tourism perspective. Although some finds are covered, others are 

conserved by traditional methods, Otrar has problems with protection. A large part of 

the found materials in Otrar are preserved in Otrar Museum and shown in the 

exposition. Renovation of roads leading to Otrar, making various shadows around and 

clear route are important. It is possible to camp at the Otrar monument, making it easy 

to join archaeological excavations there and so ideal from an archaeological tourism 

perspective. 

 

Brief result and SWOT 

Kazakhstan is one of the largest Islamic-turkic countries in the world. Being the 

part of Soveit Union kept out the country from the developing of tourism industry for a 

long time. Only from the independence time, Kazakhstan started to develop tourism 

industry.  

There is a contradiction in the country. According to the number of population, 

the area of the country is large. Most of the population live in the capital city Almaty. 

Because of this most of the area in Kazakhstan are free. Also, Desert aspect is 

there..More details are been touched in SWOT analysis. 

 

SWOT  

 

Strengths 

 

 Strong cultural identity 

 Advanced business travel opportunities 

 Developed accommodation system 

(Almaty region)  

 Hospitable local communities 

 Preserved architectural monuments 

 Variety of attractions (natural and man-

made) 

 Wide range of ancient religious sites and 

ensembles  

 Illustrating important stages of Asian 

cultural and political history via arts, 

architecture, and urban structures 

 Coexistence of various religions in 

harmony  

 Historical sites registered by the 

Weaknesses 

 

 Tourism opportunities in the 

region have not been promoted 

enough 

 Low level of online presence 

 Very basic or no Search Engine 

Optimization (SEO) 

 Seasonality 

 Lack of accommodation in some 

regions (Turkistan and Otrar) 

 Lack of destination-wide tour 

operators 

 Lack of infrastructure in some 

regions (Otrar) 

 Confusion of city and geo names 

(old and current naming) 
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UNESCO World Heritage List 

 

 

 

Opportunities 

 

 Strategic planning and forecasting 

 Creation of common tourism routes as 

part of the “Cities of Common Cultural 

Heritage” (CCCH) Project  

 Advancing online presence (web site) 

within the common CCCL portal 

 Attracting more investments, both from 

regional authorities and the private sector 

 Improvement of private-public 

partnership (PPP) in tourism  

 Increasing accommodation capacity 

(hotels, guest houses, hostels) 

 Some tourism infrastructure developments 

(mainly accessibility-wise) 

 Hosting Islamic conferences 

 Establishment of Halal food offering 

outlets 

 Development of overall tourism support 

in publishing/e-publishing  

 

Threats 

 

 Scarcity of local package tour 

suppliers 

 Sandy winds in desert zones 

(Turkistan and Otrar) 

 Competition by nearby regions 

 Economic downturn of main 

tourist generating regions 

(Europe and Asia) 
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4. UZBEKISTAN 

 

General information. The Republic of Uzbekistan is situated in the central part 

of Central Asia between two rivers: AmuDarya and SyrDarya. There is Turan Lowland 

in the northwest and Tien-Shan and Pamir-Alay mountain ridges in the southeast of the 

country. Kyzyl Kum Desert is in the North. Uzbekistan borders Turkmenistan, 

Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, and Afghanistan in the South. 

The region is one of the cradles of culture for more than two millennia. 

Uzbekistan is the proud home to many ancient cities with fascinating architecture, all 

deeply infused with the remarkable history of the Silk Road. In terms of sights alone, 

Uzbekistan is a major attraction in Central Asia and one of the most impressive tourism 

destinations. 

Geography. Uzbekistan has an area of 447,400 km2. It is the 56th largest 

country in the world by area and the 42nd by number of population. Among the CIS 

countries, it is the 5th largest by area and the 3rd most populous.  

Uzbekistan is a landlocked country with a dry climate. Due to its location within 

a series of endorheic basins, none of its rivers lead to the sea. Less than 10% of its 

territory is intensively cultivated in river valleys and oases. The rest is vast desert 

(Kyzyl Kum) and mountains. 

Culture. Culture of Uzbekistan is one of the brightest and original cultures of 

the Orient. It has a unique national music, dances and painting, cuisine and clothing. 

The Uzbek national music is characterized with variety of subjects and genres. 

Uzbek dances are distinguished with softness, smoothness and expressiveness of 

movements, easy sliding steps, and original movements.  

The development of national painting began many centuries ago. During the 

XVI-XVII centuries Bukhara and some other urban centres enjoyed highly developed 

arts in manuscripts and book binding. The region was famous for its decorated 

manuscripts with distinguished calligraphy, water paints and sophisticated ornaments. 

The Central Asian miniature school in Samarkand and especially in Bukhara was very 

advanced with different styles. The Behzon miniature school, for instance, is known for 

its elegant style of letters and architectural elements. 

Uzbekistan as a tourism destination. Uzbekistan is a country with great 

potential for an expanded tourism industry. Many of its Central Asian cities were main 

points of trade on the Silk Road, linking Eastern and Western civilizations. Today the 

Museums of Uzbekistan store over two million artefacts, evidence of the unique 

historical, cultural and spiritual life of the Central Asian peoples that have lived in the 

region. Uzbekistan attracts tourists with its historical, archaeological, architectural and 

natural treasures. 

Tourist activities in Uzbekistan range from outdoor activities, such as rock-

climbing, to exploration of its rich archaeological and religious history.  
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Uzbekistan also receives a large number of tourists with religious interests. 

Uzbekistan is a country with predominantly Islamic roots and there are dozens of 

historic and religious sites of interest for followers of Sufism.  

Arts. Applied arts in Uzbeks has a wealth of variety when it comes to style, 

materials and ornamentation. Silk, ceramics and cotton weaving, stone and wood 

carving, metal engraving, leather stamping, calligraphy and miniature painting are some 

genres passed down from ancient times.  

Uzbek craftsmen nowadays still practice ancient jewellery making techniques 

for cutting gemstones, grain filigree, granular work, engraving and enamelling.  They 

are trying to take into account fashion demands and styles.  

Embroidery is one of the most popular trends of applied arts in Uzbekistan. The 

finest kind of embroidery, gold embroidery is still practiced in Bukhara.  

The art of carpet weaving is also a very ancient form of arts throughout Asia and 

the East, and nowadays it can be found in some Uzbek cities. The art of wood carving is 

used and adapted in modern interior designs. The art of miniature painting and 

calligraphy has been revived again in its traditional form as well as some modern 

variants. For example miniatures stamped on leather, painted on paper, small lacquered 

boxes, framed pictures, pencil boxes and many other items skilfully painted by masters 

can be found in Uzbekistan. 

Architecture. Uzbekistan is a country of ancient high culture with its 

exceptional architectural patterns. Famous historians of the East in their writings on the 

ancient cities such as Bukhara, Samarkand and Khiva and other places mention palaces 

of rulers, places of residences for aristocracy, market places, madrasah, mausoleums, 

and describe them as very beautiful with evergreen gardens.  

The Kyrk-Kyz ('Forty Girls') mansion in Termez dating back the IV-X centuries 

is a fine example of an original country lodge. The Samanids Mausoleum in Bukhara 

still stands as a fine architectural building from the early Middle Ages. 

 

UNWTO Statistics. UNWTO Tourism Highlights presents a concise overview 

of international tourism in the world based on the results for the year 2013. However, 

there is no data available about Uzbekistan since 2010. 

 

Destination 
International Tourist Arrivals 

(1000) 

International Tourists Receipts 

($ millions) 

Uzbekistan 
2010 2011 2012 2013 2010 2011 2012 2013 

975 N/A N/A N/A 121 N/A N/A N/A 

 

Source: World Tourism Organisation (UNWTO) - (data collected by UNWTO on 

May, 2014)  
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4.1. SAMARKAND 

 

Heritage and history. The historic town of Samarkand is a crossroads and 

melting pot of cultures. Founded in the VII century BC as Afrasiab, Samarkand had its 

most significant development in the Timurid period from the XIV to XV centuries. The 

major monuments include the Registan Mosque and madrasahs, Bibi-Khanum Mosque, 

the Shahi-Zinda compound and the Gur-Emir Ensemble, as well as the Ulugh-Beg 

Observatory. 

The historic town of Samarkand, located in a large oasis in the valley of the 

Zerafshan River, in the north-eastern region of Uzbekistan, is considered the crossroads 

of world cultures with a history of over two and a half millennia. Evidence of 

settlements in the region goes back to 1500 BC.  The city was the capital of the 

powerful Timurid realm. 

The historical part of Samarkand consists of three main sections. In the north-

east there is the site of the ancient city of Afrasiyab, founded in the VII century BC and 

destroyed by Chengiz Khan in the XIII century, which is preserved as an archaeological 

reserve. Archaeological excavations have revealed the ancient citadel and fortifications, 

the palace of the city governor (although built in the VII century some of the paintings 

on the walls still remain), residential and crafts quarters. There are also remains of a 

large and ancient mosque, built during the VIII-XII centuries. 

To the south, there are architectural ensembles and the medieval city of the 

Timurid epoch from the XIV-XV centuries, which played a pivotal role in the 

development of town planning, architecture, and arts in the region. The old town still 

contains substantial areas of historic fabric with typical narrow lanes, articulated into 

districts with social centres, mosques, madrasahs, and residential housing. The 

traditional Uzbek houses have one or two floors and the spaces are grouped around 

central courtyards with gardens; built with mud bricks, the houses have painted wooden 

ceilings and wall decorations. The contribution of the Timurid masters to the design and 

construction of the Islamic ensembles were crucial for the development of Islamic 

architecture and arts.  They had a significant influence in the entire region, including the 

Safavids in Iran and Azerbaijan, the Moghuls in India, and even the Ottomans in 

Turkey. 

To the west there is the area that corresponds to the XIX and XX centuries 

expansions built by the Russians, in European style. The modern city extends around 

this historical zone. This area represents traditional continuity and qualities that are 

reflected in the neighbourhood structure, the small centres, mosques, and houses. Many 

houses retain painted and decorated interiors, grouped around courtyards and gardens. 

The major monuments include the Registan mosque and madrasahs, originally 

built with mud bricks and covered with decorated ceramic tiles, the Bibi-Khanum 

Mosque and Mausoleum, the Shakhi-Zinda compound, which contains a series of 

mosques, madrasahs and mausoleums, and the ensembles of Gur-Emir and Ruhabad, as 

well as the remains of Ulugh-Bek Observatory. 
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The State Samarkand Historical Architectural Reserve was established under the 

Decree of the Cabinet of Ministers of the Republic of Uzbekistan (26 May 1982). All 

construction and development works within the Reserve are carried out in accordance to 

the recommendations of the Samarkand Regional Inspection on Preservation and 

Restoration of Objects of Cultural Heritage. 

The World Heritage site consists of a series of monuments, the most important 

of which are the Shahi-Zinda ensemble, Hazrat-Hizr Mosque, and remains of the city 

walls in the Afrasiyab archaeological area; the Bibi-Khanum ensemble; the Registan 

ensemble; the ensembles of Gur-Emir and Ruhabad; Ulugh-Bek Observatory; the 

ensembles of Abdi-Darun and Ishrat-khona; and the City Garden ensemble in the 19th-

century town. 

The historic town of Samarkand illustrates in its art, architecture and urban 

structure the most important stages of Central Asian cultural and political history from 

the XIII century to the present day. Ensembles such as the Bibi Khanum Mosque and 

Registan Square played a seminal role in the development of Islamic architecture in the 

entire region, from the Mediterranean to the Indian subcontinent. 

Samarkand is a crossroads and melting pot of the world cultures. Founded in the 

VII century BC as Afrasiyab, Samarkand had its most significant development in the 

Timurid period from the 14th to XV centuries. Located on the crossroads of the great 

trade routes that traversed Central Asia, Samarkand has a multi-millennial history. 

Archaeological excavations have brought to light the remains of settlements from the 

first half of the 1st millennium BC. Afrasiyab had a strategic location at the time of the 

formation of the first large states in Central Asia, such as Khorezm, Bactria and Sogd, 

and it was the capital of Sogdiana. It was part of the Achaemenid Empire (VI-IV 

centuries BC) and that of Alexander the Great (IV century BC). The city became 

prosperous and an important centre of silk trade in the II century AD. 

The city was part of a Turkic Kaghanate in the VI century. It was conquered by 

Kuteiba-ibn-Muslim in 712 AD, starting the penetration of Islamic culture into the 

region. The Muslims turned the ancient temples into mosques, administrative centres, 

places of learning, and courts. The Samanids occupied Samarkand from the IX to X 

centuries, and Seljuk tribes from the XI to XIII centuries. It was part of the 

Kharezmshahs State in the XIII century, until it was devastated by the Mongol invasion 

of Chengiz Khan in 1220. The city emerged as a major centre through the efforts of 

Timur (1336-1405). It was rebuilt on its present site, south-west of Afrasiyab, and 

became the capital of Timurid Empire and the repository of the material riches from 

conquered territories that extended from Central Asia to Iran, Afghanistan, and India. It 

remained a cultural capital of the Timurids until the reign of Ulugh Bek (1409-49) and 

his successors. Timur built a citadel, the Blue Palace (Gök-Saray), and other important 

buildings. The period was characterized by a new synthesis of arts.  Local traditions 

were influenced from other regions of the empire (Khorasan, Azerbaijan and Kharezm). 

The eastern gates of the town linked with the city centre, known as Registan Square, 

where Ulugh Bek started building a major complex in 1447. 
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In the XVI century, during the Uzbek occupation (1500), Samarkand gradually 

lost its earlier importance, although some notable construction works were still 

undertaken in the XVII century. In 1868 the Russians conquered Samarkand, making it 

a provincial capital (1887) and thus reviving its economy. The Caspian Railway came to 

the town in 1888, linking European Russia and Central Asia and reinforcing the role of 

Samarkand as an important trade centre. Russia constructed schools, churches, and 

hospitals, and the western part of Samarkand was redeveloped according to current 

town planning concepts. The period, however, also led to the destruction of the city 

walls and gates, as well as of several monuments, such as Timur's citadel. At the 

beginning of the XX century the city included three main sectors: the archaeological 

area of the ancient city (Afrasiyab), the medieval Timurid city, and the modern city, 

which was the capital of the Uzbek SSR from 1924 to 1930 and later an administrative 

centre. 

 

Tourism overview. 

Uzbek Airways operates daily flights from Tashkent to Samarkand. The flights 

to Samarkand depart from the Tashkent Domestic Airport located next to the 

International Airport. The flight takes one hour. Uzbekistan Airways operates flights 

from/to: Moscow Domodedovo International Airport, St. Petersburg, Kazan and 

Tashkent. 

The alternative way to travel to Samarkand is by a private taxi that can be hired 

at the Tashkent Bus Station. The trip is around 4 hours. 

Some travel agencies operate their-own coaches for tours to Samarkand and 

other cities of Uzbekistan. It is also possible to get a regular coach ride from the 

Tashkent Bus Station. 

There are daily trains to Tashkent. Daily train from Tashkent, the morning train 

No 2 departs every day at 07:00 except Tuesdays and Wednesdays, arriving three hours 

later at 10:50. Train No 4 is an evening train and departs all days except Wednesdays at 

18:20, arriving 21:55. The slower N 662 train bound for Bukhara departs daily at 20:45, 

arriving at 02:11.  

The most popular international route is from Saint Petersburg (93h) via 

Volgograd (57h) departing every Friday at 07:30, arriving five nights later at 06:26. 

This train bypasses Moscow with nearest stop in the town of Ozherelye. There is also a 

weekly connection from Almaty departing every Sunday at 15:50, arriving 07:59 two 

nights later.  

Bus No 73 runs via Registan Street to the train station (Vokzal). 

Samarkand is about 4 hours by road from Tashkent. Shared taxis leave from 

Sobir Rahimov bus station. The city is 290 km from Tashkent; 270 km from Bukhara; 

740 km from Khiva; 610 km from Andizhan; 600 km from Fergana; 150 km from 

Karshi; 500 km from Kokand; 820 km from Nukus; 90 km from Shahrisabz; 380 km 

from Termez; and 700 km from Urgench. 



96 
 

There are a great number of hotels in Samarkand: from modern and business 

class hotels to small private and family-run B&Bs. Opposed to Tashkent, where three-

star hotels are mainly located near the airport, hotels in Samarkand are situated all over 

the city. There is a four star business hotel near the airport, called Regal. In addition, 

there are three modern business hotels. Private Samarkand hotels are distinguished with 

reasonable prices and hospitality of traditional Uzbek houses. 

Simple and clean accommodations in Registan. Great hospitality and shared 

balconies. Limited parking (maximum two cars). USD25 per night for two-bed rooms 

or USD35 per night for three-bed rooms (as of July 2012). Snacks and tea are provided 

on arrival and breakfast is included. Located a couple of minutes down a narrow street 

by car - you might think you're going the wrong way when you aren't.  

For the detailed information about accommodation establishments and travel 

agencies see Annex 1 and 2. 

Samarkand features all necessary site amenities such as health care centres, 

ATMs (banks) and other services for meeting basic daily needs. 

The most famous product of Samarkand is bread - "Samarkand Non". A visitor 

will rarely find anybody leaving Samarkand without buying Non as a gift. There are 

many interesting stories about "Samarkand Non".  

Cafe Nur, Registan 9 (almost opposite Registan). Ordinary clean local cafe 

selling pizzas and burgers. Not vegetarian friendly. Pictures on the menu does not match 

with what you order. Generally overpriced for its quality.  

Regal Palace Restaurant, Regal Palace Hotel (Samarkand Airport). Indian Food 

Prepared by Indian Chefs including vegetarian options. The only restaurant offering 

Indian Food. 

Aziz Supermarket, Pochta 6. The only supermarket in town at the moment. 

Sikhookyung Korean Restaurant, (not very easy to find, from Ahunbabaev street 

left to Ulugbek and then right on the 2nd street, keep on going, you'll see it on the left 

corner), A good Korean restaurant with friendly service. 

Kafe Labig'Or, Registan (a few meters west of Cafe Nur). Authentic, big 

chaikhana in a very convenient location. During lunchtime it's packed, but also open at 

night. Second floor has a nice balcony/open air sitting. Mostly locals, some foreigners 

who may find the food very salty and very, very greasy. Serves cold beer and tepid 

Pepsi. Moderate prices, considering its location: Laghman. 

Blues Cafe, Amir Timur. Nicely decked out blues bar, different than most of the 

other drinking spots in the city, also has a good, varied menu with generous portions.  

Samarkand is a conservative city as compared with Tashkent (ekin megod 

toshkanda). There are few night clubs and bars. On Afrasiyab Hotel there is a night club 

and a bar. At the President Hotel guests can have beer in a nice environment. Incante 

Show Club is at a walking distance from the Afrasiyab Hotel and in the evening visitors 

can watch Pole Dance.  
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Teahouse-cafe Oriental sweets, Tashkentskaya Str. (located at the beginning of 

the pedestrian street Tashkentskaya in the centre of the old city, close to Registan). The 

building was constructed at the end of XIX century as a caravanserai. 

Samarkand is one of the pearls of the Turkic-Islamic world. Its connection with 

Tamerlane, the great Islamic scientists who have lived there, and the existence of rich 

architectural monuments, makes Samarkand remarkable. Samarkand’s infrastructure in 

its entirety is suitable for tourism, Samarkand is also known for archaeological research 

done in Afrasiab City, where ruins are found that parallel those around architectural 

monuments inside Samarkand. Observations and interviews we held in Samarkand 

suggest that tourists can easily join archaeological explorations in Afrasiab and either 

camp or stay the night in nearby hotels. 

According to the TALC (Tourism Area Life Cycle) model, Samarkand is at the 

rejuvenation stage, which is characterized by elaboration of the destination through 

development of new attractions or refurbishment of facilities. 

 

 

4.3. SHAHRISABZ 

 

History and heritage. Shahrisabz is a city in Kashkadarya Province in southern 

Uzbekistan.  It is approximately 80 km south of Samarkand, with a population of 60000. 

It is located at an altitude of 622 m. Once a major city in Central Asia, it is best known 

as the birthplace of XIV century Jagatai conqueror Timur. 

Formerly known as Kesh (i.e., "heart-pleasing") and identified with the ancient 

Nautaca, Shahrisabz is one of Central Asia’s most ancient cities. It was founded more 

than 2700 years ago. Its name was officially changed to Shahrisabz in the modern era. 

From the VI-IV centuries BC it was a part of the Akhemenid Empire. Ptolemy, 

one of the generals under Alexander the Great captured Bessus – the satrap of Bactria, 

who was at the same time the aspiring heir to the Persian throne at Nautaca.  This ended 

the once powerful Achaemenid Empire. Alexander the Great spent his winters here and 

met his wife Roxanna in the area during 328-327 BC.  

From the IV to VIII century Kesh was one of urban centres of Sogdiana. 

Between 567 and 658 Kesh governors paid taxes to Turkic and Western Turkic 

kaghanates. In 710 city was captured by Muslims.  

Shahrisabz was Timur’s birthplace, who was born on April 9, 1336 to the family 

of a minor local chief. During the early years of the Timurid Dynasty, the city enjoyed 

Timur’s benevolent patronage. Timur regarded Shahrisabz as his “home town” and 

planned it eventually to be the location of his tomb. However, the centre of action 

shifted to Samarkand instead. 

According to the legend, The Khan of Bukhara, Abdullah Khan II had the city 

destroyed in a fit of rage over the death of his favourite horse from exhaustion on a 

steep approach the city, but was later overcome with remorse for the damage he had 

done. 
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The Russians helped Bukhara Emir to conquer the Kesh in 1870 and the city 

struggled for autonomy 

The historic centre of Shahrisabz contains a collection of exceptional 

monuments and ancient quarters which bear witness to the city's secular development, 

and particularly to the period of its apogee, under the rule of Amir Timur and the 

Timurids, in the XV-XVI century. 

The Historic Centre of Shahrisabz, located on the Silk Roads in southern 

Uzbekistan, is over 2000 years old and was the cultural and political centre of the Kesh 

region during the XIV and XV centuries. 

A collection of exceptional monuments and ancient quarters can be found within 

the medieval walls, parts of which still remain. The Historic Centre of Shahrisabz bears 

witness to the city’s secular development and to centuries of its history and particularly 

to the period of its apogee in the XV century under the Timur’s realm. Construction of 

architectural monuments continued in Shahrisabz throughout different time periods, 

lending a unique character to the place by the succession of different architectural 

styles. Despite the inroads of time, the remaining vestiges are still impressive in the 

harmony and strength of styles, an enriching addition to the architectural heritage of 

Central Asia and the Islamic world. 

Construction of the Ak-Sarai Palace began in 1380, the year following Timur's 

conquest of Khorezm, from where artisans were deported to work on the palace and its 

rich decoration. Although Samarkand may boast with a many great Timurid 

monuments, none of them can be matched with the Ak-Sarai Palace in Shahrisabz. The 

foundations of its colossal gates have been preserved. This architectural masterpiece is 

outstanding in its dimensions and bold design. The dimensions of this magnificent 

edifice can be deduced from the size of the gate-towers, traces of which still survive: 

two towers each 50m in height, and an arch with a span of 22m. 

The Dorus Saodat is a vast complex which was destined as a place of burial for 

the ruling family and contained, in addition to the tombs, a prayer hall, a mosque, and 

accommodation for the religious community and pilgrims. The main façade was built 

with white marble. Timur’s tomb, also of white marble, is an architectural masterpiece 

from this period.  It is also one of the finest memorials to be found in Central Asia. 

The covered Chor-su bazaar was built at the intersection of two main streets, in 

the shape of an octagon with a central cupola.  Built with a bold architectural style, 

building does not have a particular decoration. The baths, rebuilt on the site of the XV 

century baths and still in use today.  They are heated by an elaborate network of 

underground conduits. 

Shahrisabz contains not only outstanding monuments dating from the period of 

the Timurids, but also mosques, mausoleums, and entire quarters of ancient houses. 

In addition to these monuments, the town also offers a variety of interesting 

constructions of a more modern period, including the Mirhamid, Chubin, Kunduzar, and 

Kunchibar mosques. Houses reflect a more popular architectural style, with rooms 

typically laid out around a courtyard with veranda. 
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All the original components of the medieval town, including the unique 

architectural monuments and traditional houses, were built during the Timurid period.  

They are located within the boundaries of the property, which is defined by the 

alignment of the city walls. The historic urban fabric of the town is intact, despite some 

insensitive insertions made during the Soviet period. 

The main factor affecting the physical integrity of monuments is the rising 

ground water level. Therefore a drainage system is required around the historical area. 

 The monuments and buildings of Shahrisabz are a testimony to the architecture 

and city planning of the Timurid period. The historic centre has retained its original 

appearance. Most of the buildings and decorative art have been well preserved in their 

original conditions and care has been taken in restoration works to ensure the use of 

traditional materials and techniques. 

The Historic Centre of Shahrisabz was designated as a “Monument of 

Significance for the Republic” in 1973. The town was registered by the List of Historic 

Towns, under Resolution N 339 of the Council of Ministers of Uzbekistan in 1973. 

The relevant legislation of the Republic of Uzbekistan ensures sufficient 

protection for the property and regulates the new urban developments in the historical 

centre. The property is managed by the Regional Inspection for Protection and 

Utilization of Cultural Heritage Sites under the Ministry of Culture and Sports with 

participation of regional authorities. 

Monitoring of the monuments is being carried out once or twice a year by the 

Tashkent State Institute of Architecture and Construction. The main monuments are in 

good condition and the income from leased spaces provides the funds for the 

management of the property. Extra funds would be required from the state for 

restoration projects such as that of the city walls. 

It is necessary to develop a comprehensive conservation and management plan 

in order to ensure the long-term safeguarding of the property. 

Shahrisabz contains many fine monuments, and in particular those from the 

Timurid period, which was of great cultural and political significance in medieval 

Central Asia. The buildings of Shahrisabz, notably the Ak-Sarai Palace and the Tomb of 

Timur, are outstanding examples of a style which had a profound influence on the 

architecture of this region. 

The historic centre contains a collection of exceptional monuments and ancient 

quarters which bear witness to its centuries of history, and particularly to its apogee 

under the empire of Timur in the XV century. 

Archaeological excavations have revealed traces of occupation by farming 

communities dating from the 1st millennium BC. In later periods, Hellenistic cities 

arose. The town of Shahrisabz was constructed according to a model typical of the high 

Middle Ages, with a central structure similar to that of Samarkand and Bukhara. The 

town continued to develop throughout the IX and X centuries, despite the incessant 

conflicts between the Samanid dynasties and then between Turkish tribes. In the mid-

XIV century, a powerful empire was built up by Timur, who lavished constant attention 
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on his birth town. Until his death in 1405, he ordered the construction of encircling 

walls, the grandiose Ak-Sarai Palace, mosques, baths and caravanserais, settling the 

finest architects and artisans, captured during his military campaigns, in Shahrisabz. 

After the fall of the Timurid dynasty, the town was relegated to a position of secondary 

importance, dependent on the Khanate of Bukhara. 

 

Tourism overview.  

There are two roads from Samarkand to Shahrisabz. The short one is across the 

Takhtakaracha Pass. The journey takes about 3 hours and is uneventful. Independent 

travellers usually take a shared taxi or minibus from Samarkand. Some minibuses leave 

from Kitab, 10 km north of Shahrisabz. The city is about 60 km from Samarkand over 

the 1.780 m high Takhtakaracha Pass. From Jan to Mar the pass may be closed, which 

makes a detour of about 3 hours necessary. Shared taxis leave Samarkand from 

Suzangaran, about 100 m south of the Registan marshrutka stop and the travel time is 

about 90 min. Taxis might go to Kitab only, in which case you might have to take 

another taxi for the last 10 km. Shahrisabz is about 280 km from Bukhara via Qarshi 

(Karhsi). At Bukhara shared taxis leave from across the Sharq Bus Station east of the 

city centre. The trip takes about 4 hours. Sometimes you will have to change taxis at 

Qarshi (Karshi), 120 km from Shahrisabz. 

The Samarkand Airport is the nearest airport to Shahrisabz. The nearest railway 

station is Samarkand Station. Shahrisabz is 383 km from Tashkent; 280 km from 

Bukhara; 86 km from Samarkand; 711 km form Khiva; 671 km from Andizhan; 587 km 

from Fergana; 103 km from Qarshi; 557 km from Kokand; 812 km from Nukus; 287 km 

from Termez; and 686 km from Urgench. 

The city has a variety of lodging options for different budget tiers. One of the 

most famous Shahrisabz economy hotels is the Shahrisabz Yulduzi Hotel. 

For the detailed information about accommodation establishments see Annex 1. 

Shahrisabz features all necessary site amenities such as health care centres, 

ATMs (banks) and other services for meeting basic daily needs. 

Shakhrisabz is considered the pearl of Turkic-Islamic culture and a world 

cultural heritage monument. The famous White Palace is found in Shakhrisabz. In 

addition, Tamerlane and his sons lived there. However the condition of Shakhrisabz is 

chaotic currently from an infrastructure and archaeological tourism perspective. While 

the White Palace and other architectural monuments have been conserved and restored, 

construction and infrastructure improvements are ongoing. Thus, there are some factors 

preventing the comfortable movement of tourists. This city’s close distance to 

Samarkand and its possession of rich architectural and religious monuments makes 

Shakhrisabz more attractive. The pool in front of the White Palace in Shakhrisabz is 

being studied archaeologically and some sites conserved in several places. Thus, 

Shakhrisabz might be included in the routes of local archaeological tours, particularly 

during seasonal excavations. 
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According to the TALC (Tourism Area Life Cycle) model, Shahrisabz is on the 

Development stage, since in response to demand for more elaborate facilities, outside 

investors and developers become involved in the provision of facilities; and regional 

and national authorities assume responsibility for strategic planning. However, it has not 

reached the limits of carrying capacity. 

 

4.4. TERMEZ 

 

History and heritage. Termez is a city in the southern part of Uzbekistan near 

the Hairatan border crossing to Afghanistan. It is the hottest point of Uzbekistan. It is 

the capital of Surkhandarya Province, with a population of 150000. 

The modern name of the city comes from the Sogdian Language Tarmiδ dating 

back to an ancient Iranian language tara-maiθa, which means "a place of transition" 

(tara-crossing, crossing; maiθa-place). In ancient times there was an important crossing 

over the Amu Darya River. Some link the name of the city to the Greek word thermos 

meaning "hot", tracing its name back to Alexander the Great. Others suggest that it 

came from Sanskrit taramato, meaning "on the river bank". 

The Old Termez is located a few kilometres east of the modern city.  There is no 

consensus as to when it was established as a settlement.  In April 2002 there was a 

celebration of the 2,500th anniversary of the city of Termez. However, during the VI 

century BC Achaemenids already called it the ancient city. After the conquest of the 

city in 329 BC by Alexander the Great, the founder of Greco-Bactrian kingdom named 

Demetrius renamed the city as Demetris. As part of the Kushan Empire (I to III century 

BC) the city was called Ta-li-mi (in the Chinese Tu-mi, Tami). During this period, the 

city became an important centre of Buddhism. 

During the V and VI centuries, the city was ruled by Hephthalites and Sassanids. 

In the VII century the city was ruled by a native Termez shah dynasty under the 

Gokturks. 

In 705 the city was captured by the Muslims and it became one of the centres of 

Islam during the Abbasids and Samanids Empire. From the IX through the XII centuries 

Termez was a large city and a cultural centre. It was popular for shopping and crafts. 

During this time, the length of the fortifications around the city was 10 miles with, nine 

gates. Over the course of its history, Termez was controlled by the Ghaznavids, Seljuks 

and Karakhanids. In 1206 the town became part of the Khorezmshahs. 

In 1220 after a two-day siege, the city was destroyed by Chengiz Khan’s armies. 

In the second half of the XIII century Termez was restored to the east, on the right bank 

of Surxondaryo River, which was part of the Timurid Empire, then Sheibanids. By the 

second half of the XVIII century the city was abandoned. The only inhabited villages 

were Salavat and Pattakesar (Pattagissar) in the vicinity of the ancient city. 

In January 1893 the Emirate of Bukhara gave the Pattakesar village lands to the 

Russian government, which constructed a fortress for its garrison and a military border 

fortification.  The Amu Darya river port was built here as well. In 1928, when it was 



102 
 

part of the Soviet Union, Pattakesar took the city's ancient name Termez. In 1929, the 

village became a town. 

During the Soviet rule, some industrial enterprises, a pedagogical institute and a 

theatre were built in Termez.  The city served as an important military base in the 

course of the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan (1979-89).  The Soviet administration 

constructed a military airfield and a road-rail bridge across the Amu Darya ("Bridge of 

Friendship").  

In 1992 the Pedagogical Institute was upgraded to Termez State University. 

The military airfield in Termez is now used by the German Air Force for goods 

transportation to Afghanistan. 

In July 2009, it was decided to establish a "Termez regional railway junction" 

which would be one of the main places in the planned transit of non-lethal NATO 

supplies to Afghanistan. The transit will be through Russia, Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan 

bypassing Turkmenistan through the railway in 2009 Tashguzar-Boysun-Kumkurgan. 

The Hakim at-Termezi Memorial Complex in Termez was built on Sheikh Abu 

Abdal-lah Mukhammad Termezi’s tomb.  Abu Abdal-lah Mukhammad Termezi, who 

lived during the IX century, as a respected scholar and a sheikh known for his profound 

theological knowledge and a pious lifestyle.  Later he was recognized as a spiritual 

patron of Termez (Termez-ata). Information about his life and scientific and creative 

activities can be found in the works of Taj ad-Din Subki (Tabakat Ash-Shafii'yya Al-

kubro), Hatiba Baghdad (Tarih Baghdad), Ibn Hajara Askalani (Lisan Al-Miyzan), 

Sulami (Tabakat As-Sufiyya), and in a number of other treatises. His father Ali bin 

Hassan was a leading scholar and a Hadith specialist, who in search of knowledge went 

to Baghdad and took an active part in scientific discussions with prominent scholars of 

the time on various problems of Hadith. His mother and uncle were considered to be 

Hadith experts as well. Consequently, Hakim at-Termizi grew up in an educated and 

scientific environment, which had a strong influence in his worldview.   

The Mausoleum dedicated to honour Sheikh Abu Abdal-lah Mukhammad 

Termezi was built during 1091-1095 and sponsored by the governor of Maverannahr 

Akhmad ben Khizr from Karakhanids.  The interior of the Mausoleum was covered 

with rich carved shtuk (special plaster) and geometrical vegetative motifs, combined 

with epigraphic inscriptions in Kufi. The Mikhrab is a later addition to the north section 

of the Mausoleum. The carved shtuk on the walls is very similar to the ghanch decor 

used in the XII century Termez palaces.  During the following periods, other structures 

were added to the building.  During 1389-1390, an underground chillya-khana and 

another mausoleum was built to the east of the Sheikh Abu Abdal-lah Mukhammad 

Termezi Mausoleum (it is not known for whom the new mausoleum was built for).  In 

the XV century, a lavish marble gravestone and a monumental two-portal khonka was 

installed in the Mausoleum.  It is believed that the new khnonka replaced a previously 

more modest one. The architectural complex attracted numerous pilgrims over the 

centuries, quite often even from the left bank of the Amu Darya. 
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The Sultan-Saodat was a memorial ensemble located not far from Termez in the 

Surkhandarya province. It was constructed during the XII-XVII centuries around graves 

in which Termezian Seyids were buried.  The Termezian Seyids had established a 

powerful dynasty in the city. Initially, the memorial consisted of two mausoleums (XII 

century).  The aivan with its dome was a later addition, which served as a mosque 

during the XV century.  Both mausoleums have centric compositions and are covered 

by spacious domes supported by octahedron shaped arches and frames. The northern 

mausoleum is considered to be the primary one. It held Khasan al-Emir’s tomb, fifth 

generation grandson of Imam Khusein, thus a descendant of Prophet Muhammad.  Over 

the history, a number of tombs with ornamental decorations were added to the second 

Mausoleum.  In the beginning of the XV century the entrance was enlarged in height 

and decorated with red majolica. In the second half of the XV century two new 

mausoleums were added to the Ensemble. During the XV and XVII centuries the 

Ensemble was further enlarged. In its final composition, the Sultan-Saodat Ensemble 

consists of structures located around the perimeter of the long narrow courtyard. 

The Kirk-Kiz Monument, could be related with a legend on forty warrior girls 

who lived in the fortress.  It is a well-known legend in Central Asia.  The location of 

this building is a debated issue.  Some believe that it was a castle, other claim that it was 

a khanaka (medieval hotel for dervishes), caravanserai or a palace.  The Kirk-Kiz 

Monument in Taraz is located outside of the medieval fortress, in the countryside.  

During the last century, it was called Shahri-Saman, which obviously relates to the 

Samanid Dynasty. It is believed to have been used as a summer residence by the 

Samanid royal family, while Bukhara was the capital.  The Kirk-Kiz Monument had 

imposing architectural dimensions with strict centralized composition. 

It is a square building (54 m x 54 m) cut along by arched corridors, which led to 

the central square shaped courtyard (11,5 m х 11,5 m). The courtyard featured deep 

arched aivans on axes, with entrances to many of the rooms inside.  

Termez consisted of a citadel and an urban area.  In the past, the city had 

suburbs as well.  The market and the Juma mosque were located within the city, among 

clay buildings.  In the second quarter of the XV century Termez was under the rule of 

Ulughbey who established a local coin mint.   The treatise of Hafiz Tanish Bukharai and 

"Sharaf-nam-yi shahi" state that having conquered Maverannahr, Sheibani-khan 

appointed Seyid Mukhamad-sultan as the governor of Termez.  

The city is mentioned later in relation to events that took place in 1572. Termez 

was subordinated to Balkh which was administered by Din Mukhammad, whose 

relations with Abdulla-khan II were hostile.  Adbulla-khan II besieged Termez in the 

spring of 1572. This and further feudal wars caused decline and impoverishment of 

large cities, including Termez. Since the XVII century, the history of Termez had been 

closely related with that of the Bukhara khanate. In the XVII century Termez and its 

surroundings were ruled by the Kungrad Uzbek clan, which from time to time 

controlled the Balkh territories.  In 1646-1647, during battles for control over Balkh 



104 
 

between Uzbek tribes and Ayrangzeb (a dynasty of the Great Mogols of India), Indian 

troops occupied Termez for a short period time.  

In the beginning the XVIII century, when Termez was ruled by Shir Ali from the 

Kungrad clan (founder of Sherabad), the city was composed of "the great fortress" 

(kala-i-kalan) residential areas, where the majority of its inhabitants lived. However, the 

permanent feudal wars resulted in gradual decline of Termez. Mukhammad Vefa 

informs that in 1759, under order of Mukhammad Rahim-khan (founder of the Mangits 

Dynasty) Termez was restored again after having been in ruins "during many 

generations". However, the economic and political conditions were not suitable for its 

long-term development.  Since then, the old city never gained its previous importance 

and by mid XIX century, it consisted of ruins and the old grave of Khakimi Termezi.   

The Termez Archaeological Museum is unique in Central Asia. It is located at 

the main centre of Termez city, on At-Termiziy street. It was built and opened by the 

initiative and participation of the President of Uzbekistan I.A.Karimov on 2 April 2002, 

in commemoration of the city’s 2500th anniversary. On the ground floor of the 

Archaeological Museum there’s an entrance hall with a topographical map of 

Surkhandarya Province. On the side, there’s a special room with silver and gold 

jewellery. The second floor of the Museum is divided into 9 sections, with exhibits form 

different epochs starting from the Stone Age.  

All the halls are equipped with modern video-audio equipment and guide 

services. The total number of exhibits in the Museum was 54264 in 2008.  In 2009, the 

number of exhibits increased to 58510, of which 24768 coins belong to the 

Numismatics Fund. 

Poor roads and a location on the border of Uzbekistan and Afghanistan prevent 

tourists’ from reaching this place. Archaeological excavations in Termez have had 

interesting outcomes and conservation work has been implemented in most parts. But 

the location of Old Termez on the border makes it not suitable for tourists’ participation 

in archaeological researches. All the experts during the workshop in Baku were against 

the idea of inclusion of Termez in this proposed route.  For this reason the 

archaeological heritage tour of Turkic-Islamic cities does not include Termez. 

 

 

4.5. BUKHARA 

 

History and heritage. The 2000 year old Bukhara is situated on the Silk Road. 

It is the most complete example of a medieval city in Central Asia, with an urban fabric 

that has remained largely intact. Monuments of particular interest include the famous 

tomb of Ismail Samani, a masterpiece of X-century Muslim architecture, and a large 

number of XVII-century madrasas. 

The Historic Centre of Bukhara, situated on the Silk Roads, is more than two 

thousand years old. It is one of the best examples of well-preserved Islamic cities of 



105 
 

Central Asia of the X to XVII centuries, with an urban fabric that has remained largely 

intact. 

Bukhara was long an important economic and cultural centre in Central Asia. 

The ancient city served as a major centre of Islamic culture for many centuries and 

became a major cultural centre in the Islamic Caliphate during the VIII century. 

With the exception of a few important vestiges from before the Mongol 

invasions under Chengiz Khan in 1220 and Timur in 1370, the old town bears witness 

to the urbanism and architecture of the Sheibani period of Uzbek rule, from the early 

XVI century onwards. The citadel, rebuilt in the XVI century, has marked the civic 

centre of the town since its earliest days to the present. 

Important historic monuments that have survived include the famous Ismail 

Samanai tomb, impressive in its sober elegance and the best remaining example of X 

century architecture in the whole of Muslim world.  The charming Poi-Kalyan minaret, 

a masterpiece of decoration in brick remains from the XI century Karakhanid period.  

The Magoki Attori mosque and the Chashma Ayub shrine were also built during the 

Karakhanid period. The Ulugbek madrasah is a surviving contribution from the Timurid 

Dynasty. Some of the most celebrated buildings of Bukhara were constructed during the 

Sheibanid rule: the Poi-Kalyan group, the Lyabi-Khauz Ensemble, the Kosh Madrasah 

and the Gaukushon Madrasah in the Hodja-Kalon Ensemble. Later buildings from this 

phase of Bukhara´s history include some monumental madrasahs at important 

crossroads: Taki Sarafon (Moneychangers Tomb), Taki-Tilpak-Furushan (Tomb of the 

Helmet Sellers), Tim-Bazzazan, and Tiro-Abdullah-Khan. In the early XVII century 

other fine buildings were built, including a new grandiose mosque, Magoki Kurns 

(1637), and the imposing Abdullaziz-Khan madrasah (1652). 

However, the real importance of Bukhara lies not in its individual buildings but 

rather in its overall townscape, demonstrating the high and consistent level of urban 

planning and architecture that began with the Sheibanid dynasty. Bukhara has preserved 

a great deal of its urban layout that dates from the Sheibanid period. The modern 

buildings constructed in the historic centre over the last fifty years have destroyed the 

appearance of some quarters, but in others the medieval townscape has survived. 

Regardless, a high proportion of old structures, particularly the public and religious 

buildings have endured until today.  The historic centre is unquestionably of outstanding 

significance as an exceptional example of a largely medieval Muslim city in Central 

Asia. 

In the framework measures aimed at protection of the cultural heritage in the 

historic centre of Bukhara, the Cabinet of Ministries of the Republic of Uzbekistan 

adopted a State Programme for complex activities on research, conservation, and 

restoration of monuments and their adaptation to the modern needs.  The State 

Programme covers 2010-2020. Interventions are strictly regulated in order to ensure the 

integrity and characteristic elements of monuments. As part of implementation of the 

State Programme, the monuments will be regularly monitored. 
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Archaeological excavations have revealed that the settlement on the site of 

latter-day Bukhara became part of the Kushan state as early as the 2nd millennium BC. 

In the IV century BC it was incorporated into the Ephtalite state. Before the Arab 

conquest, Bukhara was one of the largest cities in Central Asia, owing its prosperity to 

its location in a rich oasis and at the crossroads of antique trade-routes. The ancient city 

covered an area of nearly 40 hectares, with the ark (citadel) and the residential complex 

used by its governors, which is located in the north-west quarter (survives as a huge 

rectangular clay mound). 

According to the legend told in Narshahi’s History of Bukhara, after Bukhar-

khudat Bidun built and fortified the fortress walls, he began to build a palace, but he 

was unsuccessful: the building collapsed when it was almost completed. The conqueror 

of Bukhara and the court advisors could not figure out the reason for the collapse for a 

long time and decided to build the palace in the shape of Great Bear Constellation, on 

seven stone pillars. 

The overall area of the fortress with all palaces, buildings, and fortifications is 

34,675 square meters. Historically, there had been two gates.  However, only one of the 

gates remain today, which was restored during 1921-1923. 

The Ark was used as a fortified residence for Bukhara ruler for most of its 

history.  Everything could be found there - palaces, temples, barracks, offices, the mint, 

warehouses, workshops, stables, weapons arsenal, and even a prison. The current 

museum is located within the Ark.   

During the course of its existence, the Ark was repeatedly destroyed but it was 

usually restored after such events.  In the XVI century under the Sheibanids, the citadel 

was restored to the form in which it has survived. Almost all the buildings within the 

Ark were built between XVII to XX centuries.   

Tourists will pass through a long covered corridor with 12 cells in the left wall 

and thirteen in the right. Some of the ones on the left were a special type of prison. The 

“criminals” who did not agree with the rulers of the emirate and dangerous free thinkers 

were kept in these cells.  

A huge leather whip - the symbol of the absolute power of the emir - is hung at 

the entrance of the citadel. This whip was torn down by the insurgents during their 

attack on the Ark on September 1920. Today it is displayed in the Bukhara Local 

History Museum which is situated in one of the buildings of the Ark. 

The space at the end of the covered corridor was the commandant’s office, who 

was in charge of the guards. 

Coming out of the corridor and turning to the right you will see the Juma 

Mosque, which was built at the end of the XVIII century. Not far from the mosque, 

there was once a place for the servants to eat and where the coin mint was located.  

Paper money was printed behind the eating place. The space to the northeast of the mint 

was the prime minister’s (kushbegi) palace.  This part of the construction has survived 

until the contemporary period.  It is separated by a narrow corridor from the throne hall 

where various court ceremonies, such as the reception of foreign ambassadors and the 
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coronation of the emirs were organized. Only the cobbled courtyard, a part of the aivan 

(sunshades on wooden columns), the columns themselves, and the emir’s throne 

trimmed in marble remain. 

The guest rooms and quarters for Koran readers were close to the main 

courtyard.  The Treasury was in the basement, under these quarters.  The stables were 

by the west wall, and next to them was a vault where carpets were stored. The audience 

chamber (salom - khona), located further away, was where the emir received visitors 

and listened to the reports of his officials. Next to this chamber were guest rooms, 

bedrooms, and other apartments for the emir and his servants, the harem, and houses for 

the noble, close relatives of the emir, who were heirs to the throne and lived under 

house arrest. 

Archaeological excavations are constantly carried out along the eastern section 

of the fortress. Archaeologists have found remnants of the foundation, black chimneys, 

and heating passages built under the floors with outlets made of ceramic pipes.  Based 

on these findings, some researchers suggest that there was a secret water-supply system 

in case of a siege. In addition to this, there was a secret water reservoir in the Ark, 

which was fed by underground water lines from an underground pond to the south of 

the fortress. 

The Museum of History and Local Literature, located in the Ark Fortress was 

inaugurated in 1922.  By 1945, the Ark included three departments: Nature, 

Architecture and History. Many famous scientists have worked at the Ark museum, 

including L.Rempel, O. Chehovich, M. Saidjanov, Duke Huan, Goncharova and others. 

In 1985, the Museum of History and Local Literature was included in the Bukhara 

government's architectural-artistic museum-reserve system. Since 1985, museum 

employees have been developing new exhibitions and crafts workshops. From 1985-

1995, museum researchers published a scientific catalogue composed of four volumes, 

called the "Cultural Legacy". The employees of the Ark Museum include many 

specialists, including: archaeologists, historians, orientalists, ethnographers, Central 

Asia experts, and art-critics. The building, which houses the Museum of History and 

Local Literature, is called the "Ark", which in Persian means "fortress or citadel". The 

Ark Citadel built in the IV century BC, was the centre of political events and residence 

of Bukhara rulers until 1920. Architectural constructions from the XVIII to XX 

centuries remain in the territory of the Ark, many of which are used as exhibition halls 

by the Museum. Currently, there are more than 92,000 objects in the Museum's 

archives. 

Following the street from the Ulugbek and Abdulazizkhan madrasahs, which 

flows into the labyrinth of narrow, winding streets of old Bukhara, you will find a 

monument that is not as old, but which is notable for its architecture - the Chor-Minar 

Madrasah, which was built in 1807 by Khalif Niazkul. He built the Madrasah with a 

cosy courtyard and a pool, a summer mosque, and a four-turret building opening into 

the architectural complex. Char-Minar means "the four minarets". It is an attractive 
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building with its unusual architecture, the main focus of which is the four turrets with 

their sky blue cupolas, which have nothing in common with ordinary minarets. 

The cube shaped building is crowned with a slightly flattened cupola.  It is 

without any architectural decors and is finished in ordinary brick. Its facade is partially 

engulfed by a disproportionably large arched portal, against which the corner turrets are 

pressed, and only cupolas ornamented with glazed tile bands of geometrical figures. The 

four sky-blue cupolas look majestic and compose a stunning view with the clear sky in 

the background. Among the one-story buildings of old Bukhara, the original beauty of 

Char-Minar is a pleasant addition to the skyline of the city. 

The Kalan Minaret was erected in 1127 by Arslan-khan and is considered to be 

the symbol of the city. According to chronicles from this period, the builders made an 

error in its construction and it collapsed soon after its completion. When the remnants 

were cleared away, Arslan-khan ordered construction of a new, stronger and more 

beautiful minaret, which had to be the most ostentatious of its type in the entire Muslim 

East. According to a legend, the master who laid the foundation with mortar and plaster 

mixed with camel’s milk, fled from the city and did not return for more than two years, 

until he was convinced that the mortar had hardened.   

The Kalan Minaret, built with overdone bricks and plaster mortar, rises to a 

height of forty-six meters above the ground. The minaret is decorated with 14 parallel 

bands, none of which are repeated. During the repairs in 1924, the minaret was covered 

with glazed bricks instead of the bands. 

Currently, the lower part of the minaret has been restored and cleaned of the 

layers of dirt accumulated over the years. The inside of the minaret is hollow. It is 

possible to go up the minaret via a special foot bridge. Throughout the eight centuries of 

its existence, it served as a watch tower and a lighthouse for trade caravans. The guard-

post for observers to notify the city of approaching danger remains in place. In the 

eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, the minaret acquired an unpleasant reputation and 

was known as a “tower of death”: those found guilty, were thrown to their deaths from 

this tower upon the Emir’s orders. Today this outstanding work of architecture, the 

perfect architectural forms of which have long served as an example for similar works 

in the Muslim East, still remains the tallest minaret in the Muslim East. 

Due to its location on the crossroads of the Silk Road, Bukhara enjoyed from a 

lively trade.  The Sheibanids Dynasty, who ruled Bukhara in the XVI century, financed 

construction of five bazaars in order to promote trade. These bazaars are examples of 

civil architecture from the XVI century.  Only three of them have survived until now. 

Each bazaar has a different name. The bazaars were called according to what was sold 

in them. Taki-Sarrafon - where money-changers, mostly Indians worked. Taki-Telpak 

Furushon - where any type of hat could be found. Taki-Zargaron - where jewellery were 

bought and sold. 

 

Tourism overview. 
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Bukhara Airport has regular scheduled flights to cities in Uzbekistan and Russia. 

The airport is 6 km south east of the town centre. A taxi ride to the airport takes about 

10 minutes. You can also take Marshrutka N 100 or bus N 10 from the railway station. 

Uzbekistan Airways operates flights to/from: Moscow Domodedovo International 

Airport, St. Petersburg, Tashkent, and Urgench (Khiva) - flights then continue to 

Tashkent. By car or by bus: The M37 highway connects the city to most major cities in 

Turkmenistan, including Ashgabat. To Tajikistan: shared taxis to Denau on the Tajik 

border leave from the Sharq Bus Station east of the centre and the trip will take 6 hours. 

To Turkmenistan: you have to take a shared taxi or marshrutka from Kolkhozny Bazaar 

to Qarakol or Olot and the trip takes about 40 minutes. You will have to hire a taxi from 

Bukhara to the border. Olot is 7 Km from the Uzbekistan-Turkmenistan border. A taxi 

from the border to Turkmenabat and the trip will take 40 minutes. Within Uzbekistan: 

buses and taxis to Tashkent and Samarkand leave from the Northern Bus Station, about 

3 km north of the city centre near the Karvon Bazaar. The journey by bus to Tashkent 

takes about 11 hours. In a shared taxi to Tashkent takes about 7 hours. To Samarkand 

the journey by bus takes about 5 hours. Taxi ride to Samarkand takes about 3 hours. 

Buses and taxis to Urgench and Khiva leave from Karvon Bazaar. Taxi ride to Urgench 

takes about four and a half hours. The buses have irregular schedules and they come 

from Tashkent so you might not get a seat during the trip. Bus number 2 or 21 will bring 

you from the train station to the North Bus Station and Karvon Bazaar. Shared taxis to 

Karshi, Shahrisabz and Termez leave from the Sharq Bus Station east of the centre. The 

trip to Karshi takes 1 and a half hours, to Shahrisabz 4 hours and to Termez 6 hours. 

The city is also served by railroad links with the rest of Uzbekistan. Regular 

trains run from both Samarkand and Tashkent. The trains made during the ex-Soviet 

Union are comfortable, with cabins usually accommodating 4 people. However, unless 

the air conditioning is turned on, it can be boiling inside as you can barely open a 

window. There are two daily trains connecting Tashkent with Bukhara via Samarkand. 

Train 9/10 is a daytime express train linking Tashkent and Bukhara in just six and a half 

hours. Train 10: Tashkent dep. 8:15 - Samarkand dep. 12:00 - Bukhara arr. 14:45. Train 

9 leaves Bukhara at 8.05am and arrives in Samarkand at 10.50am and in Tashkent at 

2.40pm. Train 661/662 is a slower overnight train with sleeping waggons. Train 662: 

Tashkent dep. 19:50 - Samarkand dep. 1:40 - Bukhara arr. 6:55. Train 661 leaves 

Bukhara at 7.15pm and arrives in Samarkand at 0.40am and in Tashkent at 6.30am the 

next morning. 

Bukhara is 560 km from Tashkent; 270 km from Samarkand; 470 km form 

Khiva; 920 km from Andizhan; 900 km from Fergana; 160 km from Karshi; 800 km 

from Kokand; 560 km from Nukus; 280 km from Shahrisabz; 380 km from Termez; and 

440 km from Urgench. 

Bukhara is abundant with lodging options which can satisfy diverse needs of 

travellers. Some hotels are special in their kind and are close to historical sites. There 

are numerous bed and breakfast places around the Lyabi-Hauze complex. These are 

excellent for independent travellers. Rooms can be quite cheap (less than $20 per person 
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but standards and prices vary from place to place).  However, make sure that you look at 

a few before you make your choice. Some of them are amazing houses set round 

courtyards and provide an unforgettable experience much better than any hotel. You can 

also expect some top quality breakfast with fruits, bread, cheese, yoghurt, and an 

unlimited supply of tea! 

For the detailed information about accommodation establishments and travel 

agencies see Annex 1 and 2.  

Bukhara features all necessary site amenities such as health care centres, ATMs 

(banks) and other services for meeting basic daily needs. 

The Terrace is a restaurant near Lyabi-Hauz in Old Town. Great food and 

service by English speaking staff. Live music and nice view. The Doston House Uzbek 

guesthouse is situated in the old part of Bukhara, built by a Bukharian Jew at the end of 

the XIX century. In the courtyard lepeshka (bread) and samsa (pastries) are prepared on 

tandir (clay oven). Guest House of Rustam Saidjanov, (100 meters from Lyabi-Hauz). 

Built at the second half of the XIX century by a middle class merchant-moneychanger 

(sarrof), this guest house is now run by the grandson of the archaeologist Prof. Musa 

Saidjanov. Guests might sit on kurpacha (thin mattress) with velvet cushions at the 

dastarhan (low table). Keep in mind that the Shaxriston restaurant is also located on the 

same street – Hammam Bozori Kord. The waiter charged 5 times more than normal 

price and even manipulated menu when asked to check. Asia cafe next to Lyabi-Hauz. 

Tea is bad, they charge several times more than normal, add dishes that were not eaten 

to the sum, and then refuse to show the menu. The Food Market in front of Lyabi-Hauz 

square. This mini-market with the big sign "Food Market" is NOT recommended as he 

always overcharges 30%-60%! The Old House (Chaykhana) Restaurant in an original 

XIX century house, in the heart of the old city, near Lyabi-Hauz, with traditional and 

European meals. The house belonged to representatives of the Jewish diaspora and was 

renovated with the support of Israeli Commission for UNESCO on 2013.  

The Silk Road Spices Tea House is located at 5 Halim Ibodov street and serves 

spice and herbal tea, saffron and ginger tea, coffee with cardamom, green and black tea 

as well as sweets (halva, qandalat and nabat). Highly recommended! Nughay 

Caravanserai Wine Tasting, Bakhautdin Naqshband 78. 11am to 9pm. Wine shop and 

tasting rooms in a XVIII century caravanserai. 

 Bukhara is one of the regions most visited by tourists in Uzbekistan and one of 

its world cultural heritage monuments. While visiting Erk Castle and other 

archaeological excavation sites, we discovered that it was observed poorly. Traditional 

conservation of the area decreases resistance to rain and sun, creating a need for the 

frequent replastering of Erk Castle walls. Khanegahs of sufis near Bukhara are 

especially interesting. Infrastructure and services are well organized in Bukhara. 

Handicraft estates present tourists with colourful products. It is possible to take part in 

archaeological excavations in Bukhara though this depends on the season. In particular, 

the ruins of Erk Castle can be used for this purpose. 
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According to the TALC (Tourism Area Life Cycle) model, Bukhara is about to 

enter the Consolidation phase, when a destination reaches a critical stage with respect to 

capacity and development slows, even though visitor numbers may continue to increase. 

 

 

4.6. KHIVA 

 

History and heritage. Ichan Kala is the inner town (protected by about 10 m 

high brick walls) of the old Khiva oasis, which was the last resting-place of caravans 

before crossing the desert to Persia. Although few very old monuments still remain, it is 

a coherent and well-preserved example of the Muslim architecture in Central Asia. 

There are several outstanding structures such as the Juma Mosque, the mausoleums and 

the madrasas and the two magnificent palaces built at the beginning of the XIX century 

by Alla-Kulli-Khan. 

Ichan Kala, the inner fortress of Khiva, is located to the South of the Amu Darya 

River (known as Oxus in ancient times) in the Khorezm region of Uzbekistan  

Ichan Kala has a history that spans over two millennia. The inner town occupies 

26 hectares and was built according to the ancient traditions of Central Asian town 

building, as a regular rectangle (650 by 400 meters) elongated from south to north and 

closed by brick fortification walls that are up to ten meters high. 

Ichan Kala has 51 ancient monumental structures and 250 dwellings.  The site 

includes remarkable types of architectural ensembles such as the Juma Mosque, the Oq 

Mosque, the Alla-Kulli-Khan Madrasah, the Muhammad Aminkhon Madrasah, the 

Muhammad Rakhimkhon Madrasah, the Pahlavon Mahmoud Mausoleum, the Sayid 

Allavuddin Mausoleum, and the Shergozikhon Mausoleum, as well as caravanserais and 

markets. The attributes are outstanding examples of Islamic architecture in Central Asia. 

The Juma Mosque has covered courtyard designed for the rugged climate of Central 

Asia.  It is unique in its proportions and the structure of its inner dimensions (55m x 

46m), faintly lit by two octagonal lanterns and adorned with 212 columns. The 

madrasahs, which make up the social areas, have majestic proportions with simple 

decoration.  These madrasahs are another type of Islamic architecture specific to Central 

Asia. 

The importance of Ichan Kala in the history of Central Asia is determined not 

only by the abundance of surviving architectural monuments, but also by the unique 

contribution of Khorezmian master builders to Central Asian architecture and 

preservation of its classical traditions. The architecture in Khiva, with its houses 

surrounded with gardens, reception rooms with porches or aivans supported by 

delicately sculptured wooden posts, as well as private apartments, are important 

attributes of the property that can be studied in its XVIII- and 20th-century 

morphological variants. 

However, the outstanding qualities of Ichan Kala derive not so much from the 

individual monuments, but also from the incomparable urban composition of the city 
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and from the harmony in which the major constructions of the XIX and XX centuries 

were integrated into a traditional structure.  For example, the Kalta Minar and the 

Madrasah of Muhammad-Amin-Khan are located to south of Kunya Ark, while the 

Madrasah of Islam-Khodja (1908-10), with its elegant minaret, at 45 m – the highest in 

Khiva – is located to south-east of the Juma Mosque and the Mausoleum of Pahlavan 

Mahmud. The Madrasah of Alla-Kuli, built in 1835 in an awkward space near the east 

gate of the inner town, is a celebrated example of harmonious blending into an ancient 

urban fabric. 

The total area of the Ichan Kala with its square shaped defensive walls and 

surroundings has remained intact. The madrasahs, mosques, narrow traditional streets, 

settlements, caravanserai, marketplaces and minarets are well maintained. 

A coherent and urban ensemble, the inner city of Khiva, Ichan Kala, bears an 

exceptional testimony to the lost civilization of Khorezm. Several monuments of Ichan 

Kala, such as the Juma Mosque, constitute remarkable types of architectural ensembles, 

whereas the madrasahs of majestic proportions but simple in design, are extraordinary 

examples of a type of Muslim architecture specific to Central Asia. The architecture of 

Khiva is one of the major aspects of Ichan Kala by virtue of design and construction. 

Khiva oasis, which lies south of the Amu Darya river (known as Oxus in ancient 

times), was the final rest area for caravans before they entered the desert to on their way 

to Persia. In the IV century AD, the town was at the heart of Khorezm (Greek 

Choresmia), an Iranian kingdom, prosperity of which was linked with the legendary 

efficiency of its hydraulic techniques, which were capable of transforming the 'black 

sands' of the region into lush grazing lands, gardens, and orchards. It was first 

conquered by the Arabs in 712, and then by the Mongols in 1221. In 1379 it fell into the 

hands of Timur, staying under Mongol control, until taken by Uzbeks in 1512, when it 

was the capital of the new state, and from 1643 of a khanate. During the XIX century it 

was independent until 1873, before becoming a Russian protectorate. 

The city is divided into two parts: Dichan Kala, the outer town (formerly 

fortified), and Ichan Kala, the inner town with 10 m high walls. Apart from the Juma 

Mosque, little has survived from before the XVII century, although it was largely rebuilt 

in 1788-89. Most of the public buildings are grouped around the main east-west axis, 

commanded at either end by the successive residences of the khans of Khiva. To the 

north-west, Kunya Ark, the 'ancient fortress' was established in 1686-88 by Arang-

Khan; originally a formidable fortification, it was converted in the early XIX century 

into a luxurious palace by Alla-Ulli-Khan. The Tach-Kauli Palace to the north-east, was 

built in 1830-38, also for Alla-Ulli-Khan. Other exceptional monuments include the 

Mausoleum of Pahlavan Mahmud (1247-1325) and the Mausoleum of Sayid All-Uddin, 

which have retained their XIV century layouts. 

The grand mosque of Khiva, otherwise known as the Juma Mosque, is located in 

Ichan-Qala, on the road leading from the gates of Palvan-darva-za to Ata-darvaza. It is 

an ancient mosque with a flat ceiling supported by columns, which are unmatched in 

Central Asia. 
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The Juma-Mosque has a similar layout with ancient Arabian mosques. Its 

current building was constructed in the XVIII century. The moonlight through three 

holes in the ceiling and carved wooden columns create an exclusive atmosphere for 

prayer. There are two hundred and twelve columns, the majority of which were carved 

from tree trunks during the XVIII-XIX centuries. Some of them were made from ruined 

medieval buildings. 

The most ancient columns might be taken from the medieval Khorezm capital, 

Kyat lay, at the bottom of the Amu Darya. Twenty one columns date from the X-XII 

centuries and have Arabian inscriptions in Kufi. Four columns reminiscent of the 

columns in Bagbanly Mosque feature inscriptions in Naskh. The columns from the 

XVIII-XIX centuries are well recognized due to Khiva's typical floral-vegetative 

characteristics. 

The columns are positioned on various stone beddings and bases. The mihrab is 

roofed with a ganch semi-dome with floral patterns of iris and brier on its sides. 

The Juma Mosque Minaret is one of the five in Khiva, which are located on the 

same line at a distance of about 200 m from each other. The Juma Mosque Minaret 

occupies the central point. Kalta-Minar stands to the west of it, and further, the minaret 

of Biki-Djan-bika. The minaret of Seyid-biy Mosque and Palvan-kari Minaret are 

located to the east. The diameter of the Juma Mosque Minaret is 6.2 m at its base.  It is 

32 m tall. An eight-arch lantern with a stalactite cornice and dome crowns the minaret. 

The Kalta-Minar Minaret, which faces the facade of the Muhammad Amin-khan 

Madrasah, is short, yet enormous.  The Minaret and the Muhammad Amin-khan 

Madrasah were intended to complete the plan of the big square, near the western gates 

of Ichan-Qala. 

Kalta-Minor seems to have been intended as the biggest and highest minaret in 

Central Asia. Its massive base is 14.2 m in diameter. According to Munis, a historian 

who lived during the XIX century, its construction was interrupted upon the death of 

Muhammad-Amin-khan in 1855 after a battle with the Turkmen.    

There is a better legendary version of the story, according to which a Bukhara 

khan found out about the construction of a grandiose minaret in Khiva and agreed with 

its architect on construction of a taller minaret in Bukhara. The Khiva Khan was 

enraged when he found out about this deal and ordered the architect to be thrown off the 

minaret, which stopped construction. In any case, the structure rose to only 26m. 

Decoratively speaking, the bright blue minaret of Kalta-Minor has no equal in 

Central Asia. It is the only minaret, surface of which is entirely covered with colour 

glazed tiles. 

 

Tourism overview. 

The easiest way to travel to Khiva is from Urgench by mini-bus or shared taxi. 

Tourists usually travel to the regional capital of Urgench, whether it's by air, train, or 

taxi, and then take a taxi to Khiva. With the exception of flying where the rates are fixed 

(most of the time) you might be subject to ticket agents at the train or bus stations 
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charging you a bit higher for a fare because you look like a tourist. Ask a guide or a 

local resident for correct information, as Uzbeks are usually willing to assist you in 

getting the correct price. You will, however, be expected to haggle for the price of your 

cab everywhere, with the unusual exception of the taxi from the Urgench bazaar to 

Khiva.  

Uzbekistan Airways operates flights from/to: Urgench Airport (IATA: UGC), 

which is about 40 km away from Khiva. The same company operates twice daily flights 

from/to Tashkent. You can also reach Urgench via Domodedovo International Airport 

in Moscow.  

Trains from Tashkent leave twice a week and make the 19 hour journey across 

the desert to Urgench, with one major stop along the way in Samarkand. Trains leave 

Tashkent on Mon, Wed and Sun at 6.15 pm and arrive in Urgench at 1.45 pm next day. 

Trains leave Urgench on Mon, Wed and Sun at 6.15 pm and arrive in Tashkent at 1.45 

pm next day. 

If you're really budgeting your cash, you can catch a bus to Urgench from the 

Hippodrome station in Tashkent. The good news is that the journey doesn't take much 

longer than the train (20 hours). The bad news is you'll be sitting in a cramped space 

without toilets (the driver decides when to make a stop) and minimal ventilation (forget 

about air conditioning). There are daily busses from Bukhara to Urgench, leaving from 

Bukhara Avtovoksal. The buses have no air conditioning. The journey takes about 8 

hours. There is no fixed timetable and the buses leave when all seats are occupied. The 

road between Bukhara and Urgench is in fairly poor conditions and the bus journey can 

take up to 10 hours. Uzbek buses are not permitted to drive after 10pm so a bus leaving 

after 12 o’clock may have to make an overnight stop before reaching Bukhara, which 

will be at a restaurant. Passengers can sleep on the bus.  

An interesting (and cheap) way to get to Khiva from Urgench (as well as from 

Khiva to Urgench) is via the trolleybus, which you can pick up near the Urgench 

Bazaar. It is a bargain deal and allows you to see the countryside between Urgench and 

Khiva at a snail's pace. It will also drop you off right in front of the northern gate of the 

Ichon-Kala with the rest of the taxicabs. Trolleybuses leave Urgench every 30 minutes 

during daytime and the journey takes about 60 minutes.  

Inter-city "taxi" services are essentially a collection of informal drivers who wait 

to fill up their cars with passengers and then drive them off to their destinations. They 

usually charge per passenger. However, you can buy all the seats in a car (typically 1 in 

the front and 3 in the back) if you're willing to spend the cash. From Bukhara, the next 

closest Silk Road site. The price sometimes depends on the type of the vehicle you're 

negotiating for, with Daewoo Ticos (similar to Ford Fiesta) costing less and Daewoo 

Nexia and Matiz brands (similar to Honda Accord) costing a bit more.  

Collective taxis from Urgench to Khiva leave from the Urgench Bazaar near the 

Dynamo Stadium. The taxis leave when all seats are occupied. Taxis will drop you off 

at the Northern Gate of Khiva Old Town.  
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Khiva is 997 km from Tashkent; 447 km from Bukhara; 695 km from 

Samarkand; 1285 km from Andizhan; 1201 km from Fergana; 609 km from Qarshi; 

1171 km from Kokand; 180 km from Nukus; 883 km from Shahrisabz; 883 km from 

Termez; and 33 km from Urgench. 

Accommodation options in Khiva are at close proximity to historical sites and 

authentic atmosphere. An international chain hotel Hyatt Inn offers high end services. 

Another known lodging is the Malika Khiva, part of the “Malika” chain. The Hotel is 

situated near the central gates of Ichan-Kala - Ata-Darvosa. The Hotel is designed with 

national ornaments. Hotel "Orient Star" is located in the Muhammad Aminkhan 

Madrasah. The rooms of the hotel are not that big.  Originally, they were used by 

students at the Madrasah.  However, each room is well designed in accordance with 

functionality and taste. The authentic and ergonomic design of the hotel distinguishes it 

from a number of other ones. The restaurant of the hotel is located in the other madrasah 

next to the hotel. 

For the detailed information about accommodation establishments and travel 

agencies see Annex 1 and 2. 

Because of the nature of Khiva's importance as a tourist town, most of the staff 

and locals will go out of their way to keep you safe. In and around the Ichon-Qala, your 

biggest risk is being asked by local elementary school children for gifts like pens, after 

which they will probably be told off by a stern adult. Take the usual precautions of 

watching your valuables and you'll be fine.  

In the Dichon-Qala, especially in the late evening or at night, you may run the 

risk of being harassed by local drunk men. However, these incidents are rare and the 

perpetrators are easily scared away with a few stern words (in any language). Aside 

from the main road, Khiva gets very dark at night, so carry a flashlight with you if you 

plan on exploring the town in the evening or having dinner outside the city walls.  

Take the usual precautions when drinking from local water sources, but make 

sure to stay hydrated, especially in the summer. The heat bouncing off the mud walls 

can make Khiva feel like a boiler sometimes, and you can easily run the risk of heat 

exhaustion.  

Zerafshan Chaikhana, Islom Hoja (in the old Tolib Maksum Madrasah near 

Islam Hojar minaret, specialities from Khorezm). Bir Gumbaz, Pahlavon Mahmud (in 

an old mosque in the old quarter of Ichon-Qala). Farrukh, Pahlavon Mahmud (in the old 

quarter of Ichon-Qala) with a decorated yurt, nice atmosphere. Khorezm Art Restaurant 

is a joint project of the German Embassy in Tashkent, Deutscher 

Volkshochschulverband, Deutscher Entwicklungsdienst and Khiva Centre for 

Development of Business and Tourism. 

As in anywhere in Uzbekistan please buy only bottled water. Carefully check the 

bottom of the bottle for any deposits to avoid buying counterfeit bottled water. 

Khiva, one of unique pearls of Turkic-Islamic culture, consists of two parts: 

Ichan Gala and Dishan Gala. Ichan Gala has been almost thoroughly restored and 

conserved. It was observed in some places that during construction of roads or squares 
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small archaeological excavations were carried out. There were no fixed or wider 

excavations carried out by us in Khiva. Khiva could be included as a Turkic-Islamic 

archaeological heritage tour destination fo the purpose of walking and ethnographic 

festivals. Its infrastructure, catering, and shops provide opportunity for comfortable 

travel for tourists. 

According to Tourism TALC (Area Life Cycle) model, Khiva is on the 

Consolidation stage just like Bukhara.  It is a destination which has reached a critical 

stage with respect to capacity. 

 

Brief result and SWOT 

Uzbekistan is an amazing country. The sign of Amir Timur is everywhere. As 

per the records country is one of the main tourist destination in Central Asia. If we go 

through SWOT analysis, it is a fact that, weaknesses and threats a less than strengths 

and opportunities. It means that, tourism in the country is developing and more tourists 

will travel to this country. 

 

SWOT analysis 

 

Strengths 

 

 Well-known destination worldwide  

 Interest in these regions among tourists 

 Strong cultural identity  

 Hospitable local communities 

 Following traditions and customs 

 Preserved architectural monuments and 

townscapes 

 Variety of attractions (natural and 

artificial) 

 Favourable climate 

 Wide range of ancient mosques and 

ensembles  

 Lots of authentic legends and tales 

 Governmental support and sponsorship  

 Illustrating important stages of Central 

Asian cultural and political history via 

arts, architecture, and urban structures 

 Uzbekistan’s possession of the fourth 

largest gold deposits in the world 

 Existence in harmony of various 

religions 

 Majority of historical sites in the region 

Weaknesses 

 

 Enterprises remain under the 

strong influence of national or 

local government 

 Slow implementation of a shift to 

a market-style economy 

 Transportation, hard accessibility 

 Service  
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have been registered by the UNESCO 

World Heritage List 

 

 

 

  

Opportunities 

 

 Strategic planning and forecasting 

 Creation of common tourism routes as 

part of the “Cities of Common Cultural 

Heritage” (CCCH) Project  

 Advancing online presence (web site) 

within common CCCH portal 

 Attracting more investments from 

regional authorities 

 Improvement of private-public 

partnership (PPP) in tourism  

 Some tourism infrastructure 

developments (mainly accessibility-wise) 

 Hosting Islamic conferences 

 Establishment of outlets that offer Halal 

food  

 Development of overall tourism support 

in publishing/e-publishing 

 Revival of some local attractions 

 Involvement of young people in the 

tourism industry 

 Increasing of service qualifications 

 Privatization of enterprises 

 Reduced bureaucracy 

 

Threats 

 

 Scarcity of local package tour 

suppliers 

 Drought  

 Migration of young people from 

their native regions  

 Tendency of spending holidays 

abroad 

 Competition of foreign tour 

operators 

 High dependency on cotton 

exports 
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CONCLUSIONS 

 

This complete report about Turkic-Islamic cities dedicated to archaeological 

tourism was prepared after short term visits, meetings, observations and interviews, and 

with the aid of the academic literature and online resources. The cities’ suitability for 

archaeological tourism depends on the continuance of the conduct of wide-scale 

archaeological explorations. If a tourist does not enjoy archaeological excavations and 

feel excitement, then his/her trip will  only be of the vacation kind. 

Also all destinations in the four countries have been analysed in terms of tourism 

supply side and superstructure. Every country possesses its own specific and varied 

tourism pull factors. 

Firstly, similarities will be summarized and described. Every country has a 

different historical background due to its geographical location and the role of that 

geography played in world history. Moreover, all destination countries still maintain 

traces of ancient social formations and cultural peculiarities of authority structures that 

once existed on their territories.  

However, the common cultural and spiritual heritage which unite these regions 

consist of Islamic and Turkic values. It is this common legacy that stimulates the 

synergy of tourism attractiveness, unique memories and the spiritual fulfilment that 

travellers may get by visiting and experiencing local attractions within these 

geographically distant but similar cultural heritage sites, along with local and authentic 

touch and traditions. Another common feature for these cities is their suitability as 

destinations for archaeological tourism. 

Ancient Van city retains the historical memory of many centuries though it has 

been in  ruins for the last 100 years.  Vast opportunities are available in Van at the 

present moment for the development of archaeological tourism. Above all 

archaeological explorations are being done every year during the season of excavation. 

Tourists can join in ongoing archaeological research for some days as part of the 

intended archaeological tour. The archaeological excavation site is situated in such an 

interesting and convenient place that the group can easily join in other activities of the 

expedition. For example, cleaning, documentation and and a seminar, as well as 

camping. Our observations show that Van inhabitants are frank and outgoing and 

interested in the study of the region’s history. making it possible to integrate the 

experience of the archaeological monuments with a rich ethnographic vision, as well as 

an interesting social interaction. Although it is possible to visit ancient buildings, the 

ongoing repair of the Van Museum can  make seeing the finds uncomfortable. However 

the large size of the museum and the richness of the finds suggest Van Museum will be 

the main museum of the region in the future. A  survey of Van residents and 

intellectuals on archaeological tourism suggests most   think much work is still to be 

done in order to improve tourism in old Van. European tourists arriving from various 

neighbouring countries come to see the Christian heritage of the region and enjoy 

amazing Van Lake, as well as teh rich cuisine and different services available in the 
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vicinity. Common Turkic-Islamic archaeological heritage cities will influence on the 

development of incomplete infrastructure due to the last earth-quake along with 

displaying archaeological tourism potential of Van city.  

 Ahlat is known for its Seljuk Graveyard and is very suitable, like Van, for 

archaeological tourism. Extensive archaeological explorations are conducted during 

excavation season. Along with archaeologists, epigraphers also work in the region. This 

famous monument, the Seljuk Graveyard, appeals particularly to tourists from Islamic 

countries who are interested in religious tours.  Gravestones and tombs also attract the 

attention of scientists from Azerbaijan, Uzbekistan, Turkey and Kazakhstan because of 

new methods of conservation. Furthermore, although there conditions are not suitable 

around Ahlat excavations for camping, there is an archaeological base for archaeologists 

in Ahlat. Aarchaeological and epigraphic explorations, as well as the development of 

general Turkic-Islamic archaeological heritage cities, will have an influence on the 

development of infrastructure and catering projects in the city in the future.   

 Erzurum is situated in a geographical area with significant potential for 

development of both summer and winter tourism. The existence of many mosques and 

medresehs in the city confirms the abundance of Turkic-Islamic culture. One of the 

mostly widely known places of interest in the city is Ich Gala. Archaeological 

explorations over the last years have resulted in interesting discoveries. Seasonal 

explorations done by the Erzurum Archaeology Museum have made the exhibits of the 

museum richer. In this sense, Erzurum Castle must be considered together with 

Erzurum Museum. A summary of the archaeological research already accomplished is 

planned as a way to cover and conserve the site. Excavations are poorly observed as 

compared with Van and Ahlat. However it is possible for tourists to camp inside the 

castle as the town is re-created aside the castle for tourism purposes. The multiple layers 

of the Erzurum Castle makes depth explorations necessary and prevents tourists from 

visiting the site in the short term.  

 The architectural richness of Amasya city is more readily apparent as compared 

with the other three cities. There are signs of each culture here and most are above 

ground. In contrast to the other three cities, archaeological explorations are not 

conducted there except for defensive excavations. The lack of archaeological research in 

both Amasya city and Amasya’s Harshena Castle means archaeological tourism is 

limited to walking and observing. Moreover its dense association with the Turkic-

Islamic civilization sphere of Azerbaijan and Uzbekistan means it prevails over other 

cities as a potential tourism destination. The richness of the Archaeology Museum and 

particularly the numerous mummies belonging to the Turks indicate the particularity of 

the Amasya finds. Recommencing wide-scale archaeological explorations in Amasya 

would increase the effectiveness of archaeological tours markedly.  

 The ruins of old Ganja city are very suitable for archaeological tourism and have 

much historical information. Very interesting historical remains of the Nizami era are 

displayed. Fortress walls and building ruins are present in many places. Unfortunately, 

the non-implementation of wide-scale archaeological explorations following the 1940s, 
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the functioning of a nearby aluminum plant, the careless disposal of tons of garbage in 

the monument area, and the flow of polluted water along the fortress walls are not only 

archaeological problems, but also ecological ones. The presence of the nearby Jomard 

Gassab shrine has not made it more attractive.  Ganja has been underlined as a 

problematic region from an archaeological tourism perspective as a result of these 

problems. Before wide archaeological exploration can take place, the cleanliness of the 

environment and renovation of the area should be main goal. We hope that after the 

corresponding bodies implement their duties concerning this problem not only 

excursions, but also archaeological tours will be arranged in this region. Thus, in this 

case we will  visit only medieval Ganja city and the Nizami Mausoleum.  

 It is clear that years of archaeological exploration in medieval Shamkir town 

have brought interesting results. The fortress walls of Shamkir are distinctive for their 

specific beauty and form. Conservation and renovation of houses and public buildings, 

along with the fortress walls, have enriched the visual look of the fortress. It is possible 

to camp there in the season of excavations. Tourists may stay for some days in the area 

of the excavation site under the supervision of the archaeologists. The residents of 

nearby Mukhtariyya are known for the hospitality and sincerity. For these reasons we 

think it would be good if archaeological tours could be arranged there in the future. The 

great problem is the poor condition of the village roads leading that way. The 

restoration of portions of this road will increase the tourist stream to this monument 

situated on the Great Silk Road. 

 Gabala offers wider opportunities when it comes to archaeological tourism. Both 

infrastructure and archaeological exploration possibilities exist in profusion, as the 

example of the Chukhur-Gabala monument shows. Archaeological research has been 

done incessantly in Gabala for nearly 100 years and promotional and printing work is 

underway. Implementation of conservation and restoration during the last years, as well 

as coverage of some sites in several places, makes it possible in any season to see the 

remains of ancient Gabala city. Along with this, new Archaeological Centre was created 

nearby. In this centre archaeologists and tourists can stay for the night. An asphalt cover 

is available for camping at the Gabala archaeological excavation site, which has wider 

plain parts. Together these factors make Gabala the center for archaeo-tours inside 

Azerbaijan.  

 Two monuments are being displayed during the current analysis of the surveys 

in Shamakhi city: Old Shamakhi City and the Gulistan Fortress. Seasonal excavations 

have been conducted over the course of the last few years in Old Shamakhi and in 

Gulistan Fortess. They are incomplete, however, because they are beyond the project’s 

scope. Infrastructure remains weak in both old Shamakhi and the Gulistan Fortress. The 

roads to the fortress consist only of paths. Ecological balance is lacking in Shamakhi 

city due to the excavation sites having been polluted by the local population. Shamakhi, 

which is one of the main castles of Turkic-Islamic culture, is known for the recent 

restoration of the Juma Mosque, the first mosque in Azerbaijan. Shamakhi’s being 

Shirvanshahs’ central city, it is known for having large cemeteries like Seven Dome, 
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Lalazar, Shah Khandan. The archaeological and epigraphic explorations, as well as the 

conservation work carried out in Ahlat are available in Shamakhi as well.  It is a very 

interesting place from an archaeological and religious tourism aspect. Extensive work 

can be done here along two lines.  

 Archaeological excavations, conservation, coverage work, as well as substantial 

outreach conducted in Medieval Agsu Town, have together created the necessary 

conditions for tourists to visit in any season. There are opportunities at the excavation 

site both for camping and habitation of the archaeological base. Local villages are 

involved in this process, infrastructure has been developed, and the work is ongoing. 

Every year info-tours are arranged for tourism companies and media representatives. 

Various companies organize tours under the name: ‘Medieval Agsu Town Archaeo-

Tour’. Establishment of an archaeological tourism complex in medieval Agsu town 

serves archaeological tourism. Infrastructure problems continue in contemporary Agsu 

town as it was not previously considered a tourism destination. However, infrastructure 

projects realized widely over the last years, will eliminate this problem in the near 

future.  

 Archaeological explorations conducted in Esik kurgan field displayed interesting 

finds concerning Turkic history and culture. Golden Man is considered the second 

kurgan in the world, and a place where much gold is found. These kurgans, connected 

with Turkic Saks’ history, are considered sacred by the population and people visit this 

museum complex with this in mind. While in Esik we were able to observe this reaction 

ourselves. The new museum based on the kurgans and other artifacts is one of the more 

remarkable places in Kazakhstan due to its location near Almaty city and its updated 

infrastructure. Esik monument is suitable for archaeological tourism in the form of 

walking, observation, and attendance at ethnographic festivals. Archaeological tourist 

camping in Esik is doubtful since archaeological explorations are not currently under 

way in Esik kurgans. However it would be interesting to follow any kurgan excavations 

in the future. 

 The Tamgali rock carvings were sacred for the tribes that inhabited this region 

after the Bronze Age. Today, they constitute a world cultural heritage monument and 

are a place, held sacred by modern Kazakhs aas locale where sacrificial killing was 

observed. The research and the particularity of the field make this monument 

remarkable. The roads to Tamgali are poor and water problems in this area cause 

quandaries. The existence of a museum building in the Tamgali area, the provision of 

capable guides, the qualified elaboration of the route, and the existence of picnic and 

camp opportunities in the area increase interest in this monument. Archaeological 

research is not implemented currently in the area, meaning the Tamgali monument is 

suitable mostly for simple walking, observing,  and ethnographic festivals..The surveys 

of Tamgali show that plans for infrastructure’s improvement and urgency of electricity 

provision exist. 

 Taraz was not previously included in the research route. This decision was made 

during the workshop. Afterwards, Taraz was studied using various sources. Taraz 
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occupies a specific place amongst the medieval cities of Kazakhstan, one that is the 

result of its geographical position and its location on roads leading north. Conduct of 

archaeological researches presently ongoing in Taraz concentrates all tourists there in 

excavations.  It is especially important to stay at night in Taraz while on the road to 

Almaty and Turkistan and join archaeological explorations.  

 Turkistan is the main place where Turkic and Islamic culture intersect. In this 

city, known as Sufi Khoja, Ahmad Yasevi lived and brought fame to the region. 

Archaeological research around Turkistan is regularly conducted. However the raw 

brick architecture makes conservation work difficult, as in Van and Agsu. Its roads have 

been renovated though being far from Almaty, and different infrastructure projects have 

been realized. Generally, in terms of archaeology and religious tourism, the focus in this 

area is on the Turkic-Islamic world.  

 Otrar is one of the most actively studied monuments  in Kazakhstan. Although 

Otrar has long been known for Ghengis Khan’s massacres, its historical importance as a 

scientific and cultural centre was revealed during archaeological explorations. Otrar 

ruins are preserved, horizons are broad, and thus the place is ideal from an 

archaeological tourism perspective. Although some finds are covered, others are 

conserved by traditional methods, Otrar has problems with protection. A large part of 

the found materials in Otrar are preserved in Otrar Museum and shown in the 

exposition. Renovation of roads leading to Otrar, making various shadows around and 

clear route are important. It is possible to camp at the Otrar monument, making it easy 

to join archaeological excavations there and so ideal from an archaeological tourism 

perspective. 

 Samarkand is one of the pearls of the Turkic-Islamic world. Its connection with 

Tamerlane, the great Islamic scientists who have lived there, and the existence of rich 

architectural monuments, makes Samarkand remarkable. Samarkand’s infrastructure in 

its entirety is suitable for tourism, Samarkand is also known for archaeological research 

done in Afrasiab City, where ruins are found that parallel those around architectural 

monuments inside Samarkand. Observations and interviews we held in Samarkand 

suggest that tourists can easily join archaeological explorations in Afrasiab and either 

camp or stay the night in nearby hotels. 

 Shakhrisabz is considered the pearl of Turkic-Islamic culture and a world 

cultural heritage monument. The famous White Palace is found in Shakhrisabz. In 

addition, Tamerlane and his sons lived there. However the condition of Shakhrisabz is 

chaotic currently from an infrastructure and archaeological tourism perspective. While 

the White Palace and other architectural monuments have been conserved and restored, 

construction and infrastructure improvements are ongoing. Thus, there are some factors 

preventing the comfortable movement of tourists. This city’s close distance to 

Samarkand and its possession of rich architectural and religious monuments makes 

Shakhrisabz more attractive. The pool in front of the White Palace in Shakhrisabz is 

being studied archaeologically and some sites conserved in several places. Thus, 
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Shakhrisabz might be included in the routes of local archaeological tours, particularly 

during seasonal excavations.  

 Poor roads and a location on the border of Uzbekistan and Afghanistan prevent 

tourists’ from reaching this place. Archaeological excavations in Termez have had 

interesting outcomes and conservation work has been implemented in most parts. But 

the location of Old Termez on the border makes it not suitable for tourists’ participation 

in archaeological researches. All the experts during the workshop in Baku were against 

the idea of inclusion of Termez in this proposed route.  For this reason the 

archaeological heritage tour of Turkic-Islamic cities does not include Termez.  

 Bukhara is one of the regions most visited by tourists in Uzbekistan and one of 

its world cultural heritage monuments. While visiting Erk Castle and other 

archaeological excavation sites, we discovered that it was observed poorly. Traditional 

conservation of the area decreases resistance to rain and sun, creating a need for the 

frequent replastering of Erk Castle walls. Khanegahs of sufis near Bukhara are 

especially interesting. Infrastructure and services are well organized in Bukhara. 

Handicraft estates present tourists with colourful products. It is possible to take part in 

archaeological excavations in Bukhara though this depends on the season. In particular, 

the ruins of Erk Castle can be used for this purpose. 

Khiva, one of unique pearls of Turkic-Islamic culture, consists of two parts: 

Ichan Gala and Dishan Gala. Ichan Gala has been almost thoroughly restored and 

conserved. It was observed in some places that during construction of roads or squares 

small archaeological excavations were carried out. There were no fixed or wider 

excavations carried out by us in Khiva. Khiva could be included as a Turkic-Islamic 

archaeological heritage tour destination fo the purpose of walking and ethnographic 

festivals. Its infrastructure, catering, and shops provide opportunity for comfortable 

travel for tourists. 

Pilot regions in these countries have some common and at the same time 

different advantageous and disadvantageous qualities. The main advantages common 

for all are: 

 Awareness of counties among foreigners 

 Strong cultural identity of local communities 

 Hospitable local communities 

 Business travel activities 

 Mostly established accommodation base 

 Preserved architectural monuments 

 Natural and artificial (man-made) attractions 

 Mostly favourable climate 

 Ancient religious sites and mosques 

 Multi-cultural environment and tolerance to different religions 

 Governmental support of tourism industry 

 Some sites are registered by or on tentative UNESCO World Heritage List 
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At the same time, these destinations have some common disadvantages such as: 

 Tourism opportunities in the region have not been promoted enough 

 Low level of online (Internet) presence 

 Very basic or no Search Engine Optimization (SEO) 

 Dependence on single-type tourism and seasonality (except Erzurum, Gabala 

and Almaty region) 

 Lack of accommodation in some regions (Ahlat and Amasya in Turkey, 

Shamkir and Aghsu in Azerbaijan, Turkistan and Otrar in Kazakhstan) 

 Accessibility of infrastructure to some attractions 

 Abandonment of some old buildings (for example: Erzurum, Ganja and 

Gabala) 

 Scarce or no destination-wide tourism product developers (tour operating) 

After examining general pull and push factors relating to pilot regions, it should 

be underlined that all disadvantages can be transformed into competitive advantages if 

effective actions are put forward by the private and public sectors as well as research 

and education institutions. 

Social partnership and improved tourism research options in terms of travellers’ 

insights are cornerstones of competitive destination development. In that process of 

competitiveness, the tourism and service sectors, as well as vocational education along 

with strong theoretical higher education are key factors. 

Understanding general insights on travellers’ motives and needs is very crucial 

for designing the general vision of destinations, which contribute to strategic 

development programs. It once again emphasizes the importance of on-going tourism 

research activities which provides destination managers with necessary data for 

informed decision making. Tourism research is supported by advancement of science 

and experiments provided by education, research and development institutions. 

Not lesser of importance is the Tourism Area Life Cycle (TALC). Destinations 

need different planning and development approaches in different stages of the cycle.  

In Turkey, there is a gap between Van and Ahlat destination cycles and between 

highly developed Erzurum and Amasya.  

Pilot destinations in Azerbaijan are somehow performing on the same level 

(development) with Gabala outperforming the other three with product differentiation 

and supply. 

There is also an unequivocal situation in Kazakhstan, in terms of tourism 

product performance. There is a huge gap between highly developed Almaty region and 

South provinces. 

Among the four countries, however, destinations in Uzbekistan have high 

product performance and competitiveness. Shahrisabz being at the development stage, 

other regions have already passed the consolidation phase, which in turn requires more 

advanced planning, focused on efficient Carrying Capacity (CC) and sustainability. 
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There are macro-environmental factors that have considerable effects on 

destination tourism performance as well. These include natural disasters such as 

earthquakes, forest fires and flooding. Appropriate maintenance and support facilities 

are crucial for dealing with such emergencies. Competition of regions within the 

countries or by neighbouring countries also needs to be taken into account. In this 

regard, the following action areas are proposed: strengthening of human resource 

capacities, developing competitive tourism products and implementing sustainability 

practices which ensure long term success of destinations.   

The tourism product development strategies suggested for the regions and ways 

of successful destination management are detailed in the following chapter. 

Finalizing the conclusion we should draw the attention to the main oucome of 

the Project, that is the development of the international tourism route and tour packages. 

Two tour packages were offered referring to the research and results: “Turkic-Islamic 

cities of common archaeological heritage” and “Pearls of Islamic archaeology”. The 

route will pass through Van – Ahlat – Erzurum – Amasya – Ganja – Shamkir – Gabala 

– Shamakhi – Aghsu – Esik – Tamgali – Taraz – Turkistan – Otrar – Samarkand – 

Shakhrisabz – Bukhara – Khiva.  The “Turkic-Islamic cities of common archaeological 

heritage” tour is intended for 22 nights and 23 days and covers all studied cities 

(excluding Termez and with addition of Taraz). While undertaking this tour, tourists 

will be able to visit cities where archaeological explorations are conducted and see other 

cultural heritage monuments while also connecting with local population. The “Pearls 

of Islamic archaeology” tour covers 16 nights and 17 days and will join archaeological 

excavation in one city. While undertaking this tour, tourists will participate at 

archaeological excavations. Van city in Turkey, Agsu city in Azerbaijan, Otrar city of 

Kazakhstan, and Afrasiab-Samarkand city of Uzbekistan were chosen for this tour.  

They will also have a sightseeings tours to the nearest touristic sites. These two tour 

packages will assist in the development of the archaeological tourism market and 

determination of the basis along with promotion of cultural heritage of Turkic-Islamic 

world in our region and in the world. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

Based on the analysis of supply capacity of the sites, the experts have identified 

the need to upgrade efforts aimed at development and marketing of tourism products.   

All destinations covered by the “Cities of Common Cultural Heritage” Project 

(CCCH) enjoy competitive and comparative advantages, as detailed below.   

First of all, the current and prospect tourist profiles, their motives and needs 

should be elaborated in order to meet their expectations in a given destination.  This can 

be done through a market research.  The research should cover both the existing, as well 

as potential international visitors.  Therefore, tourism offer development should begin 

with proper targeting, taking into account the general destination idea or destination 

vision. 

Destination vision is a set of goals and strategies that are aimed at achieving a 

sustainable destination performance. Every successful vision should be based on a clear 

and authentic idea. The tourism market is dense and competition within this market is 

very harsh. Defining an authentic idea, which is different from other offers and its 

dissemination or promotion are very important determinants of successful performance 

in the market. 

One of the ways, through which the intensive competition in tourism could be 

overcome, is to create alliances with other destinations, both domestic and international. 

The idea behind the CCCH Project is both authentic and different in its kind.  Creating a 

synergy of international destinations that are located in close proximity of each other 

and share a common cultural heritage, could well prove to be a competitive solution.   

There is a long way to go in order to achieve that competitive goal, however. As 

mentioned before, large-scale feasibility studies and market research activities should be 

carried out to tailor such a tourism product, which will attract the audience.  

Furthermore, the following issues need to be resolved: 

 Destination promotion,  

 Increasing web presence,  

 Increasing accommodation capacities in some regions,  

 Maintenance of some neglected attractions of historical importance 

 Service skills training and capacity building and 

 Development of specific tourist guide publications. 

Creation of the tourism route entitled as “Cities of Common Cultural Heritage”, 

which would incorporate common aspects of all four countries with some additional 

leisure activities can be considered as an authentic tourism product of its kind. With the 

international tourism market demand in mind, this product should clearly transmit the 

very core values of these destinations. 

For effective marketing communication purposes, the route can be branded as 

“Cities of Common Cultural Heritage” route. 
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An effective public-private partnership (PPP), coupled with a vision for 

sustainable development would facilitate successful tourism product development.   

Public-Private Partnership (PPP).  It is known that a holistic approach to 

development is believed to be effective in long-term, as it takes into consideration 

interests of major stakeholders. 

Tourism product development should also be based on the same principle.  A 

tourism destination cannot be developed in isolation from one or several stakeholders. 

The main actors in a destination development are private business people and 

authorities of the region, regarded as the public sector. 

The private sector is a main employment generator in modern economies. 

Further, the public sector is also strategically interested in generating employment 

opportunities for the local community, as it helps improve regional economies.   

One of the advantages that all destinations enjoy is that governments allocate 

funds for infrastructure development, which is one of the most important elements of 

destination development.  At the same time, the role that the private sector plays in 

development of the tourism superstructure (hotels, resort areas and etc.) is equally 

important.   

Therefore, coordinating the public and private efforts would prove to be an 

effective approach to further improve and enrich the tourism destination and touristic 

facilities. National and local authorities should develop mechanisms that would upgrade 

the competitiveness of tourism destinations.  Such mechanisms could be in the form of 

governmental low interest loans on special conditions or provided by private 

commercial and non-commercial financial institutions, backed up governmental reserve 

funds. 

Moreover, private tourism suppliers should create sector-related associations so 

that they could effectively identify their common needs and issues, which could be 

solved together with the local and/or national authorities. 

In all four countries there are governmental ministries, which are responsible for 

the national and local tourism sectors.  Additionally, municipalities also support tourism 

infrastructure provision and maintenance. It is a positive input, that the level of such 

social partnership should be further enhanced to reach the goal and destination vision 

more successfully. 

Sustainability (CC). In order to be become a successful destination and develop 

an effective tourism product in the long-term, the competitiveness criteria by itself is 

not sufficient. Destinations can only be successful in the long run, if the principles of 

sustainable development are implemented.   

The four pillars of sustainable development are conceptualized as 4 “P”s – 

‘people, planet, profit and political will’. Let’s look at these in more detail.   

People. It is also regarded as a socio-cultural aspect of destination development. 

The socio-cultural aspect in general, includes the following concepts: employment 

opportunities for the local community in the tourism sector, industry related education 

and training capacity of the local community, and training, equal employment 
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conditions for all ethnic groups and genders. Creation of employment opportunities for 

locals helps prevent mass migration of mainly the young population to other regions and 

neighbouring countries. The cultural aspect involves preservation of local cultural 

values and sacred sites after mass development of the destination. It means that 

destination carrying capacity should be effectively elaborated so that the impact on local 

community’s scarce natural resources and historical sites are not minimized or reduced 

at all. 

Planet. This aspect is also closely related to the planning of carrying capacity. 

Tourism activities should effect natural environment and natural attractions at the 

lowest possible ratios. Ecological tourism or ‘responsible tourism’ principles should be 

in place. It also includes responsible and ecological waste management of tourism 

suppliers. All destinations within this project have rich natural resources and attractions, 

and therefore, ecological aspect of sustainability is very important in terms of 

sustainability. 

Profit. As mentioned before, the destinations should develop effective products 

which are demanded by target markets. Product development without proper data and 

customer profiles is very risky and ineffective. Successful tourism products generate 

income for the local and national budget as well as providing people with wages and 

social security. 

Political will. It was mentioned in the PPP section that without the support of 

the public sector and political will, it is impossible to ensure effectiveness of tourism 

products in the long term.   

It should be emphasized that these 4 aspects of sustainable development cannot 

exist in isolation and are complementary of each other. If one of the sustainability 

aspects are not implemented properly or neglected, there is no sustainability of 

development to talk about.   

Some other recommendations and observations that the experts would like to 

share, consist of the following: 

 Creation of e-database of archaeological researches carried out in every city, in 

a chronological order; 

 Widening of archaeological explorations and sharing their outcomes with the 

wider community; 

 Joining of efforts by relevant public authorities and tourism companies in 

order to ensure the development of archaeological tourism; 

 Support of long-term and long distance international tours by states and 

discounts to tour operators (flights, visa, tax, etc.); 

 Improvement and renewal of infrastructure near historical monuments in some 

places; 

 Promotion and awareness raising on the importance of preserving the cultural 

heritage. 
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The experts travelled to the four countries and carried out their research through 

oral and written surveys and photos.  The recommendations provided above, as well as 

the itinerary and tour programs that the experts have prepared, are based on these 

studies.  
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ANNEX 1  

Accommodation establishments 

№ Hotel name Category Details Region 

Turkey 

1.  Elite World 

Van Hotel 

5* Address: 67 Bahchıvan Mahallesi Kazımkarabekir 

Boulevard - Van 

Phone: +90 432 484 11 11 

Fax:     +90 432 214 98 98 

E-mail: infovan@eliteworldhotels.com.tr 

Website: www.eliteworldvan.com.tr 

 

Van 

2.  Rescate Hotel 5* 

 

Address: İpekyolu Cad. 8.Km Edremit,Van, 65000 

Phone: +90 442 035 64 52 28 

 

Van 

3.  Merit 

Sahmaran 

Hotel 

4* 

 

Address: 12 Yeniköy Mevkii Sahil str. - Van 

Phone: +90 432 312 30 60 

Fax:     +90 432 312 22 95 

Mob:  90 530 109 95 53 

E-mail: info@meritsahmaranotel.com 

Website: www.meritsahmaranotel.com 

 

Van 

4.  Urartu Hotel 

 

4* Address:  Cumhuriyet Cad. Hastane 2. Sok. No:60 

Van 

Phone: +90 432 212 06 60 

Fax: +90 432 212 16 10 

E-Mail: info@buyukurartuotel.com 

Website: www.buyukurartuotel.com 

 

Van 

5.  Grand Hotel 

Van 

4* Address:  İrfan Baştuğ Cad. No.2 Van 

Phone: +90 0432 214 88 88 

Fax: +90 0432 214 91 91 

E-Mail: info@grandhotelvan.com 

Website: www.grandhotelvan.com 

 

Van 

6.  Menua Hotel 4* Address:  Serefiye Mahallesi Eski Zerbank Str, 

No:15 

Phone: +90 432 215 0707 

Website: www.menuahotel.com 

Van 

mailto:infovan@eliteworldhotels.com.tr
http://www.eliteworldvan.com.tr/
mailto:info@meritsahmaranotel.com
http://www.meritsahmaranotel.com/
mailto:info@buyukurartuotel.com
http://www.buyukurartuotel.com/
mailto:info@grandhotelvan.com
http://www.grandhotelvan.com/
http://www.menuahotel.com/
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7.  Royal Milano 

Hotel 

 

4* Address:  Vali Mithatbey Mah. Eski Deftardarlık 

Cad. No.:28 Van 

Phone:+90 432 216 1397 

 

Van 

8.  Yakut Hotel 

 

3* Address: 8 Kazım Karabekir str. - Van 

Phone: +90 (432) 214 28 32 

Fax:     +90 (432) 216 63 51 

E-mail: info@hotelyakut.com 

Website: www.hotelyakut.com 

 

Van 

9.  Akdamar Hotel 

 

3* Address: Kazım Karabekir Caddesi str. - Van 

Phone: +90 432 2149923 

Fax:     +90 432 2120868 

E-mail: info@otelakdamar.com 

Website: www.otelakdamar.com 

 

Van 

10.  Sardur Hotel 

 

3* Address: Merkez Van, Turkey 

Phone: +90 432 216 14 00 

+90 432 216 15 00 

Fax:     +90 432 216 16 03 

Email: sardur@sardurhotel.com.tr 

Website: www.sardurhotel.com.tr 

 

Van 

11.  Ilvan Hotel 

 

3* Address: Kazım Karabekir Cad./türkoğlu Sk No:20, 

Van Merkez 

Phone: +90 432 215 9247 

 

Van 

12.  Royal Berk 

Hotel 

 

3* Address: Cumhuriyet Cad,Near Turkey Work Bank 

6. Street No:565100 

Phone: +90 432 215 0050 

Fax: +90 432 215 00 51 

e-mail: info@royalberkhotel.com 

Website: www.royalberkhotel.com 

 

Van 

13.  Büyük Asur 

Hotel 

 

2* Address: 5 Cumhuriyet Caddesi Turizm str. - Van 

Phone: +90 432 216 87 92 – 93 

Fax:     +90 432 216 94 61 

E-mail: asur@buyukasur.com 

Website: www.buyukasur.com 

 

Van 

14.  Buyuk (no star) Address: Ahlat-Bitlis Ahlat 

mailto:info@hotelyakut.com
http://www.hotelyakut.com/
mailto:info@otelakdamar.com
http://www.otelakdamar.com/
https://www.bing.com/maps/default.aspx?v=2&pc=FACEBK&mid=8100&where1=VAN%2C+merkez+Van%2C+Turkey&FORM=FBKPL0&name=Sardur+Otel+Van&mkt=en-US
mailto:sardur@sardurhotel.com.tr
http://www.sardurhotel.com.tr/
mailto:info@royalberkhotel.com
http://www.royalberkhotel.com/
mailto:asur@buyukasur.com
http://www.buyukasur.com/
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Selchuklu Hotel Phone: +90 434 4125695 

Fax:   +90 434 4125694 

E-mail: ahlatbuyukselcukluoteli@hotmail.com 

 

15.  Metropol apart 

hotel 

 

 Address: Adilcevaz str. Ahlat-Bitlis 

Phone: +90 434 412 45 72 

Fax:   +90 434 412 45 73 

E-mail: ahlat@hotelmetropol.com.tr 

Website: www.hotelmetropol.com.tr 

 

Ahlat 

16.  Kardelen Hotel 

Tatvan 

 

4* Address : Tuğ Mah. Belediye Yanı No:229, Tatvan/ 

Bitlis 

Phone: +90 434 827 95 00 

Fax:   +90 434 827 95 05 

E-mail: info@otelkardelen.com 

otelkardelen@gmail.com 

Website: www.otelkardelen.com 

 

Ahlat 

17.  Xanadu Snow 

White 

 

 Address: Palandöken Kayak Merkezi / Erzurum / 

Türkiye 

Phone: +90 442 230 30 30 

Fax: +90 442 317 30 40 

Email: info@xanadusnowwhite.com.tr 

Website: www.xanaduhotels.com.tr 

 

Erzurum 

18.  Renaissance 

Polat Erzurum 

Hotel 5* 

 

 Address: Palandoken, Kayak Yolu Uzeri / 

Erzurum  / Turkey 

Phone:     90-442-232 00 10 

Fax:         90-442-232 00 99 

Sales:       90-442-232 00 10 

Sales fax: 90-442-315 68 45 

Website: www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/erzbr-

renaissance-polat-erzurum-hotel/ 

 

Erzurum 

19.  Yeni Cinar 

Hotel 

 Address : Ayazpaşa Caddesi Bakırcılar Çarşısı 18 /  

Erzurum / Turkey 

Phone: 90-442-213 66 90-91 

Fax:     90-442-213 84 56 

Website: www.yenicinaroteli.com 

 

Erzurum 

20.  ARI Hotel 

 

 Address : 22 Ayazpaşa Caddesi /  Erzurum / 

Turkey 

Erzurum 

mailto:-ahlatbuyukselcukluoteli@hotmail.com
mailto:ahlat@hotelmetropol.com.tr
http://www.hotelmetropol.com.tr/
mailto:info@otelkardelen.com
mailto:otelkardelen@gmail.com
http://www.otelkardelen.com/
mailto:info@xanadusnowwhite.com.tr
http://www.xanaduhotels.com.tr/
http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/erzbr-renaissance-polat-erzurum-hotel/
http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/erzbr-renaissance-polat-erzurum-hotel/
http://www.yenicinaroteli.com/
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Phone: 90-442- 214 11 29 

Fax:     90-442-214 11 29 

E-mail: otelari@gmail.com 

Website: www.yenicinaroteli.com 

 

21.  Palan Hotel 

 

4* Address : Palandöken Kayak Merkezi / Erzurum / 

Turkey 

Phone: 90-442-317 07 07 

Fax:     90-442-317 07 00 

Website: www.palanotel.com 

 

Erzurum 

22.  Dedeman Palan

doken Hotel 

 

5* Address : Palandöken Kayak Merkezi / Erzurum / 

Turkey 

Phone: 90-442-316 24 14 

Fax:     90-442-316 36 07 

Website: www.dedeman.com 

 

Erzurum 

23.  Dilaver Hotel 

 

3* Address : A.Mumcu M. Petit MeydanıYakutiye / 

Erzurum / Turkey 

Phone: 90-442-235 00 68 

Fax:     90-442-235 00 68 

Website: www.dilaverhotel.com 

 

Erzurum 

24.  Amiller Hotel  Address : Kazım Karabekir Caddesi No : 25 

Yakutiye / Erzurum / Turkey 

Phone: 90-442-234 92 17(4 lines) 

Fax:     90-442-234 92 24 

Website: www.otelamiller.com 

 

Erzurum 

25.  Polat 

Hotel 

 

 Address : Kazım Karabekir Caddesi No : 4 

Yakutiye / Erzurum / Turkey 

Phone: 90-442-235 03 63 

Fax:     90-442-234 45 98 

Website: www.otelpolat.com 

 

Erzurum 

26.  Esadash Hotel 

 

 Address : Cumhuriyet Caddesi No : 27/A 

Yakutiye / Erzurum / Turkey 

Phone: 90-442-233 54 25 

Fax:     90-442-233 54 20 

Website: www.esadas.com 

 

Erzurum 

mailto:otelari@gmail.com
http://www.yenicinaroteli.com/
http://www.palanotel.com/
http://www.dedeman.com/
http://www.dilaverhotel.com/
http://www.otelamiller.com/
http://www.otelpolat.com/
http://www.esadas.com/
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27.  Kral Hotel  Address : Erzincan Kapı Caddesi No : 27/A 

Yakutiye / Erzurum / Turkey 

Phone: 90-442-234 64 00 

Fax:     90-442-234 64 74 

 

Erzurum 

28.  Büyük Akçay 

Hotel 

 Address : Cumhuriyet Caddesi No : 2 Yakutiye / 

Erzurum / Turkey 

Phone: 90-442-235 32 64 

Fax:     90-442-235 32 65 

 

Erzurum 

29.  Pasinler Kale 

Kaplıca Hoteli 

 Address : Pasinler Merkez / Erzurum / Turkey 

Phone: 90-442-661 49 92 

Fax:     90-442-661 49 94 

 

Erzurum 

30.  Büyük Amasya 

Hotel 

 

 Address: 1 Nergiz Mahallesi /Amasya / Türkiye 

Phone: +90 358 218 50 80 

Fax: +90 358 218 40 85 

Email: info@buyukamasyaoteli.com.tr 

Website: www.buyukamasyaoteli.com.tr 

 

Amasya 

31.  Emin Efendi 

Konakları 

 Address: 66 Hatuniye Mah. Hazeranlar str./Amasya 

/ Türkiye 

Phone: +90 358 213 00 33 

Fax: +90 358 212 25 52 

Email: info@eminefendi.com 

Website: www.eminefendi.com 

 

Amasya 

32.  Shukrubey 

Konagı 

 Address: 55 Hatuniye Mah. Hazeranlar str./Amasya 

/ Türkiye 

Phone: +90 358 212 62 85 

Fax: +90 358 212 62 85 

Email: nevinirtel05@hotmail.com 

Website: www.sukrubeykonagi.com.tr 

 

Amasya 

33.  Şehrizade 

Konağı 

 Address: 11 Hatuniye Mah. Hazeranlar str./Amasya 

/ Türkiye 

Phone: +90 358 212 44 99 

Mob: +90 533 684 68 96 

Email: info@sehrizadekonagi.com 

sehrizade2011@hotmail.com 

Website: www.sehrizadekonagi.com 

 

Amasya 

mailto:info@buyukamasyaoteli.com.tr
http://www.buyukamasyaoteli.com.tr/
mailto:info@eminefendi.com
http://www.eminefendi.com/
mailto:nevinirtel05@hotmail.com
http://www.sukrubeykonagi.com.tr/
mailto:info@sehrizadekonagi.com
mailto:sehrizade2011@hotmail.com
http://www.sehrizadekonagi.com/
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Azerbaijan 

34.  Excelsior 

Shamkir 

 Adress : 75, M.A. Sabir str., Shamkir AZ5700 

Phone : +99422 305 2150 

Website: www.excelsiorhotelshamkir.az 

 

Shamkir 

35.  Sarkhan Hotel  Address: 115 Nizami str. Shamkir City. 

Phone: (+99 422) 305-46-58 

 

Shamkir 

36.  El Hotel  Address: 126, U.Hajibeyov str., Ganja city, 

AZ2000 

Phone: (+994 22) 55 15 22 

Fax: (+994 22) 59 01 21 

 

Ganja 

37.  Emon  Address: H.Aliyev ave & F.Amirov str., Ganja city 

AZ 2000 

Phone (+994 50) 222 94 98 

Fax: (+994 22) 57 22 80 

E-mail: planetko@mail.ru 

 

Ganja 

38.  Ganja 

 

 Address: 155, Sh. I. Khatai str., Ganja city AZ 2000 

Phone: (+994 50) 222 48 68 

Fax: (+994 22) 56 51 06 

 

Ganja 

39.  Karvansaray 

 

4* Address: 1rd km of Ganja-Yevlakh highway, Ganja 

city AZ 2000 

Phone: (+994 22) 54 40 55 

(+994 50) 423 21 82 

 

Ganja 

40.  DeLux 

 

 Address: 42, N. Narimanov str., Ganja city AZ 

2000 

Phone: (+994 22) 57 46 52 

 

Ganja 

41.  My Way  Address: 59, A. Isgandarov str., Ganja city AZ 

2000 

Phone: (+994 22) 67 00 48 

(+994 22) 67 10 19 

Fax: (+994 22) 67 09 00 

E-mail: contact@myway-hotel.com 

Website: www.myway-hotel.com 

 

Ganja 

42.  Ramada Plaza  Address: 237, Nizami str., Ganja city AZ 2019 Ganja 

http://www.excelsiorhotelshamkir.az/
mailto:planetko@mail.ru
mailto:contact@myway-hotel.com
http://www.myway-hotel.com/
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Phone: (+994 22) 67 00 05 

Fax: (+994 22) 67 20 15 

E-mail: info@ramadaplazagence.com 

Website: www.ramada.com 

 

43.  Qafqaz Resort 

Hotel 

5* Address: Qabala District, Azerbaijan 

Phone: +994 24 205 42 00 

Fax: +994 24 205 42 08 

E-mail: info@qafqazresorthotel.com 

Website: www.qafqazresorthotel.com 

 

Gabala 

44.  Qafqaz 

Riverside 

Resort Hotel 

 Address: Qabala District, Azerbaijan 

Phone: +9942420 543 30 

Fax: +9942420 543 33 

Website: www.qafqazriversidehotel.com 

 

Gabala 

45.  Qafqaz Sport 

Hotel 

 Address: Qabala District, Azerbaijan 

Phone: +994 24 205 43 50 

Fax: +994 24 205 43 55 

E-mail: info@qafqazsporthotel.com, 

sales@qafqazsporthotel.com 

Website: www.qafqazsporthotel.com 

 

Gabala 

46.  Ay Ishigi  Address Gutgashenli str., Gabala district, AZ 3600 

Phone: (+994 160) 5 09 01 

 

Gabala 

47.  Cahran  Address 155, Gutgasanli str., Gabala district, AZ 

3600 

Phone: (+994 160) 5 40 36 

(+994 50) 511 36 36 

(+994 55) 617 36 36 

 

Gabala 

48.  Duyma  Address Vandam village, Gabala district AZ 3600 

Phone: (+994 160) 916 00 

Fax: (+994 160) 916 06 

E-mail: duyma@azintex.com 

 

Gabala 

49.  Gabala  Address 28th of may 33 str., Gabala district, az 

3600 

Phone:(+994 160) 5 24 08 

(+994 160) 5 24 09 

Fax: (+994 160) 5 28 58 

Gabala 

mailto:info@ramadaplazagence.com
http://www.ramada.com/
http://www.qafqazsporthotel.com/
http://www.qafqazriversidehotel.com/
javascript:location.href='mailto:'+String.fromCharCode(105,110,102,111,64,113,97,102,113,97,122,115,112,111,114,116,104,111,116,101,108,46,99,111,109)+'?'
javascript:location.href='mailto:'+String.fromCharCode(115,97,108,101,115,64,113,97,102,113,97,122,115,112,111,114,116,104,111,116,101,108,46,99,111,109)+'?'
http://www.qafqazsporthotel.com/
mailto:duyma@azintex.com
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E-mail: hotel-qebele@mail.ru 

 

50.  Gabala Khanlar  Address Gutgashenli str., Gabala district, AZ 3600 

Phone: (+994 160) 5 17 99 

 

Gabala 

51.  Shamakhi 

Olympic Centre 

 

 Address: Shamakhi city AZ 5600 

Phone: (+994 176) 5 11 30 

(+994 176) 5 11 40 

Fax: (+994 176) 5 11 40 

E-mail: sh_olimpcenter@mail.ru 

 

Shamakhi 

52.  Shamaxi Motel 

 

 

 Address: 3rd km of Shamakhi-Ismayilly road, 

Shamakhi city AZ 5600 

Phone: (+994 50) 322 98 08 

(+994 50) 628 14 15 

 

Shamakhi 

53.  Gosha Bulag 

 

 

 Address: Avaxil village, Shamakhi district AZ 

5600 

Phone: (+994 50) 423 30 07 

(+994 50) 205 95 21 

 

Shamakhi 

54.  Savalan 

 

 

 Address: 3rd km of Shamakhi-Ismayilly road, 

Shamakhi city AZ 5600 

Phone: (+994 55) 662 18 38 

 

Shamakhi 

55.  Samaxi Palace 

Platinium by 

Rixos 

 Address: Sheredil village, Shamakhi district AZ 

5627 

Phone: +994 20 266 80 80 

Fax: +994 20 266 80 90 

 

Shamakhi 

56.  Sindibad 

 

 

 Address: Avaxil village, Shamakhi district AZ 

5600 

Phone: (+994 50) 318 21 85 

 

Shamakhi 

57.  Shirvan Saray 

 

 Address: Nagarakhana village, Shamakhi district 

AZ 5618 

Phone: (+994 50) 459 99 44 

 

Shamakhi 

58.  Sharadil 

 

 Address: Sharadil village, Shamakhi district AZ 

5600 

Phone: (+994 55) 584 20 27 

Shamakhi 

mailto:hotel-qebele@mail.ru
mailto:sh_olimpcenter@mail.ru
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59.  Sehirli Heyat 

 

 Address: Pirgulu, Shamakhi district AZ 5600 

Phone: (+994 50) 316 72 88 

 

Shamakhi 

60.  Sehirli Gel 

 

 Address: Chukhuryurd village, Shamakhi district 

AZ 5600 

Phone: (+994 50) 222 55 20 

 

Shamakhi 

61.  Baba Yurd 

 

 

 Address: Chukhuryurd village, Shamakhi district 

AZ 5600 

Phone: (+994 50) 351 89 17 

 

Shamakhi 

62.  Chanli Bel 

 

 Address: Avaxil village, Shamakhi district AZ 

5600 

Phone: (+994 50) 208 50 99 

 

Shamakhi 

63.  Dede Gorgud 

 

 Address: Pirgulu, Shamakhi district AZ 5600 

Phone: (+994 50) 200 65 95 

 

Shamakhi 

64.  Daglar 

Goynunda 

 Address: Pirgulu, Shamakhi district AZ 5600 

Phone: (+994 50) 374 51 76 

 

Shamakhi 

65.  Khari Bul Bul 

 

 Address: Pirgulu, Shamakhi district AZ 5600 

Phone: (+994 176) 5 50 41 

 

Shamakhi 

66.  Pirgulu 

 

 Address: Pirgulu, Shamakhi district AZ 5600 

Phone: (+994 50) 686 52 66 

 

Shamakhi 

67.  Jannet Bagi 

 

 Address: Pirgulu, Shamakhi district AZ 5600 

Phone: (+994 50) 312 79 86 

 

Shamakhi 

68.  Khan Bagi 

 

 Address: Pirgulu village, Shamakhi district AZ 

5600 

Phone: (+994 50) 530 34 99 

(+994 50) 220 02 68 

 

Shamakhi 

69.  Goy Gurshagi 

 

 Address: Dadagunesh village, Shamakhi district AZ 

5600 

Phone: (+994 50) 216 51 31 

(+994 50) 343 73 35 

(+994 50) 719 76 46 

Shamakhi 
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Kazakhstan 

70.  Hotel Edem  Address:  Turkistan city, Adirbekov st., 

 

Turkistan 

71.  Hotel Sabina  Address:  Sultanbek Kozhanov 16 Turkistan 

Phone:  + 72533 3 14 05 

 

Turkistan 

72.  Hotel Yassy 

 

3* Address:  Sultanbek Qozhanov, Turkistan, 

Kazakhstan 

Phone: +7 32533 40183 

 

Turkistan 

73.  Ark MS hotel 

complex 

 Address:1-a Al Farabi st.City:Taraz 

Phones: +7 (7262) 57-54-25 

E-Mail: arkms_2009@mail.ru 

Website: www.arkms.kz 

 

Taraz 

74.  Anel hotel  Address: 742-a Kazybek bi st. Kazybek bi ave. 

City:Taraz 

Phones: +7(7262) 43-85-90, 

+7(7262) 45-58-36 

E-Mail: hotel-anel@mail.ru 

 

Taraz 

75.  Hotel Zhambul 

 

 Address: 42 Tole bi st. Dostyk square, Taraz 

Phones: +7(7262) 45-59-00 

 

Taraz 

76.  Keremet Hotel  Address: 83 Tashkentskaya st., railway station, 

Taraz 

Phones: +7(7262) 46-25-86 

 

Taraz 

77.  Sultan hotel  Address: 166 Abay ave. Taraz 

Phones: +7 (7162) 45-26-92 

 

Taraz 

78.  Gazovik hotel  Address: 7-a/1 Suleimenov st. Taraz 

Phones: +7 (7262) 45-36-81 

 

Taraz 

79.  Arlan Hotel  Address: Abai ave. (cornet of Baizak Batyr st.), 

railway station, Taraz 

Phones: +7 (7262) 46-25-36 

 

Taraz 

80.  Lirona Hotel  Address: 194 Baizak batyr st.,railway 

station,City:Taraz 

Taraz 

mailto:arkms_2009@mail.ru
http://www.arkms.kz/
mailto:hotel-anel@mail.ru
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Phones: +7 (7262) 50-01-67 

E-Mail: tarazlirona@mail.ru 

 

81.  Nursaya Hotel  Address: 139-a Abay ave. Taraz 

Phones: +7 (7262) 45 68 17 

 

Taraz 

82.  Phenix Hotel  Address: 33 Abay ave., Taraz 

Phones: +7 (7262) 45-97-62 

 

Taraz 

83.  Taraz Hotel  Address: 75-a Zhambyl ave., Taraz 

Phones: +7 (7262) 43-34-91 

 

Taraz 

84.  Arzu Hotel 

 

 Address: 12 Chekhov st., Taraz 

Phones: +7 (7262) 34 63 07 

 

Taraz 

85.  Aisaule Hotel  Address: 6 Lermontov st., Taraz 

Phones: +7 (7262) 34-97-06 

 

Taraz 

86.  Leader Hotel  Address: 169 Komratov st., Taraz 

Phones: +7 (7262) 56 73 27 

 

Taraz 

87.  Saltanat Hotel  Address: Dostoyevsky st., Taraz 

Phones:+7 (7262) 27 78 05 

 

Taraz 

88.  Nomad Hotel  Address: 3, mcr. dstr. 7, Taraz 

Phones: +7 (7262) 51-02-44 

 

Taraz 

89.  Samal Hotel  Address: 3, mcr. dstr. 7, Taraz 

Phones: +7 (7262) 52-72-04 

 

Taraz 

90.  Alnur Hotel 

 

 

 

 Address: Kosheney street 180, Zhambyl ave.,Taraz 

Phones: +7(701) 9102425 

+7(7262) 52-26-49 

+7(7262) 52-28-21 

E-Mail: hotel_alnur@mail.ru 

 

Taraz 

91.  Mini hotel 

Aimar 

 Address:24 Dostoevskii st.,Taraz 

Phones: +7 777 386 44 00 

 

Taraz 

92.  Orda Hotel 

 

 Address: Zhambul Avenue 139, Taraz 

Phones: +7  707 743 39 31 

Taraz 

mailto:tarazlirona@mail.ru
mailto:hotel_alnur@mail.ru
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+7 701 743 39 31 

+7(7262) 43 57 90 

E-Mail:orda_taraz@mail.ru 

Website: www.orda-hotel.kz 

 

93.  Comfort Hotel  Address:63 Konaev st., City:Taraz 

Phones: +7  (7262) 45 99 49 

+7 777 198 01 38 

 

Taraz 

94.  Yiut Hotel 

 

 Address: 249 Baizak Batyr str.,railway 

station,City:Taraz 

Phones: +7 726-2461117 

+7 7011760103 

E-Mail:gostinitsa.uyut@mail.ru 

 

Taraz 

Uzbekistan 

95.  Hotel Regal 

Palace (Regal 

Palace Hotel 

Building) 

 Address: Kunaev Street, Samarkand Airport 

(Samarkand Airport) 

Phone: +998 97 4431080 

Email: info@theregalpalace.com 

 

Samarkand 

96.  Hotel Malika 

 

 Address: 37, Khamraev Street Samarkand 

Phone: +998 662 330197 

Email: info@malika-samarkand.com 

 

Samarkand 

97.  Hotel 

Zarafshan 

 

 Address: 65 Sharaf Rashidov St (beside Central 

Park in the new part of town) Samarkand 

Phone: +998 662 333 372 

 

Samarkand 

98.  Bahodir B&B  Address: Mulokandov 132 (In the city center, on 

the east side of the Registan, behind the museum.) 

Samarkand 

Phone: +998 622 35-47-59 

+998 622 35-43-05 

 

Samarkand 

99.  B&B Davr 

 

 Address: Samarkand,Republik of Uzbekistan,Ali 

Kushchi st.43 (In the city center, close to the 

Registan) 

 

Samarkand 

100.  Jahongir B&B  Address: Chirokchi #4 (50 metres behind the wall 

on Suzangaron str. from the Supermarket store on 

Samarkand 

http://www.orda-hotel.kz/
mailto:gostinitsa.uyut@mail.ru
mailto:info@theregalpalace.com
mailto:info@malika-samarkand.com
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the corner) Samarkand 

Phone: +998 66 391 92 44 

Email: info@jahongirbandb.com 

 

101.  President 

Hotel 

 

 Address: 53, Shokhrukh Str Samarkand 

Phone: +998 66 2334086 

Samarkand 

102.  Orient Star 

Hotel 

 Address: 33. Daghitskaja Str., Samarkand 

Phone: +998 66 2322906 

 

Samarkand 

103.  Hotel 

Abdurahmon 

 Address: 1/7 Buxara Str., Samarkand 

Phone: +998 662 35 47 27 

 

Samarkand 

104.  Schachrisabz 

Orient Star 

Hotel 

 Addres: 26, Ipak Juli Str. Shahrisabz 

Phone: +998 65 5220638 

 

Shahrisabz 

105.  Akbar House 

B&B. 

 

 Address: 22 Eshoni Pir street 

Phone: +998 65 2242112 

Fax: +998 65 2245197 

Email: www.akbargallery.com 

 

Bukhara 

106.  Kamelot. Hotel 

 

 Address: 6 Ayniy street 

Phone: +998 65 2239800; 2233033 

Fax: +998 65 7700098 

 

Bukhara 

107.  Sulton. Hotel 

 

 Address: 100 B.Nakshbandiy street 

Phone: +998 65 2242435 

Fax: +998 65 2243490 

Email: www.bukhara-sultanhotel.com 

 

Bukhara 

108.  Amelia 

Boutique Hotel 

 Address: 1 Bozor Hodja Street (in the old center, 

close to the ensemble Lyabi Hauz), 

Phone: +998 65 2241263 

+998 65 2242631 

 

Bukhara 

109.  Hotel Grand 

Nodirbek 

 

 Address: 10 Sarafon Street (25 meters from the 

Lyub-i-hauz ensemble), 

Phone: +998 65 224-3446 

 

Bukhara 

110.  Hotel Malika 

 

 Address: 25 Shaumyana Street, 

Phone: +998 65 2246256 

Bukhara 

mailto:info@jahongirbandb.com
http://www.akbargallery.com/
http://www.bukhara-sultanhotel.com/
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Email: info@malika-bukhara.com 

 

111.  Hotel New 

Moon 

 Address: Eshoni pir str.8 

Phone: +998652244442 

Email: info@hotel-newmoon.com 

Fax: 998652242034 

 

Bukhara 

112.  Madina & 

Ilyos B&B 

 Address: Mehtar Anbar St. 18. 

Phone: +998-65-224-6162 

 

Bukhara 

113.  Hotel Amulet  Address: in the old city of Bukhara, next to the 

ancient Lyabi Khauz ensemble 

Email: amulet-hotel@bk.ru 

Phone: +998 65 2245342, 724028 

Fax: +998 65 2241728 

 

Bukhara 

114.  Komil 

Bukhara 

Boutique Hotel 

 

 Address: 40 Barakyon Street. Bukhara 

115.  Buchara 

Palace Hotel 

 

 Address: 8 Navoi Str. 

Phone: +998 65 223 00 24 

Bukhara 

116.  Zargaron 

Plaza Hotel 

 

 Address: 256m Nakshbandi Str. 

Phone: +998 65 2230352 

Bukhara 

117.  Zargaron 

Hotel 

 Address: 8, Chakikat Str. 

Phone: +998 65 2245821 

 

Bukhara 

118.  Amulet 

Madrassah 

Hotel 

 

 Address: 74, Nakhshbandi Str., Bukhara 

119.  Hotel Mekhtar 

Ambar 

 Address: 91, B.Nakshbandi St (between Chor 

Minor and Labi Khauz), 

Phone: +998 65 2244168 

Email: mekhtarambar@inbox.ru 

 

Bukhara 

120.  Nasruddin 

Navruz Hotel 

 

 Address: Babahanov 37. Bukhara 

mailto:info@malika-bukhara.com
mailto:info@hotel-newmoon.com
mailto:amulet-hotel@bk.ru
mailto:mekhtarambar@inbox.ru
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121.  Rustam-Zuxro 

B&B 

 Address: 116 B. Nakshband (on the main street, 

around 100 m. from Lyabi-Hauz), 

Phone: +998 65 224 30 80. 

 

Bukhara 

122.  Asia Bukhara 

Hotel 

4* Address: Mekhtar Ambar Str., Bukhara 

Phone: +998(90)635-00-87 

Email: comments@asiahotels.uz 

hotel_asia_tashkent@bk.ru 

Website: http://asiahotels.uz/en/Asia-Bukhara 

 

Bukhara 

123.  Grand 

Bukhara 

Hotel 

 Address: 8, Muminov St., Bukhara, Uzbekistan 

Phone: +99865 223 13 59 

Bukhara 

124.  Alibek Hotel 

 

 Address: A. Raxmanov 17, Khiva 220900, 

Uzbekistan (facing the west gate of town, nice roof 

terrace) 

Phone: +998 91 437 96 73 

 

Khiva 

125.  Islambek 

Hotel 

 Address: Tosjpolatov 60 (folklore shows in the 

evening, roof terrace) 

Phone: +998 62 3753023 

 

Khiva 

126.  Arkhonchi 

Hotel 

 Address: P.Makmud STr 10 (the first privately 

owned hotel in Khiva with a superb view on the old 

town) 

Phone: +998 62 3752230 

 

Khiva 

127.  Sobir 

Arkonchi 

Hotel 

 Address: S.Markasi Str 1 (outside of the old twon, 

near the Northern Gate and the trollybus stop) 

Tel: +998 62 3758766 

 

Khiva 

128.  Zafarbek Hotel 

 

 Address: Tashpulatov Str 28 

Phone: +998 62 3756038 

 

Khiva 

129.  Isaak Hoja 

Hotel 

 

 Address: A. Rachmanov Str 70 (with a superb view 

of the Western Gate and city walls) 

Phone: +998 62 3759283 

 

Khiva 

130.  B&B Meros 

Hotel 

 

 Address: A.Boltaeva Str 57 

Phone: +998 62 3757642 

Khiva 

mailto:comments@asiahotels.uz
mailto:hotel_asia_tashkent@bk.ru
http://asiahotels.uz/en/Asia-Bukhara


145 
 

131.  B&B 

Mirzaboshi 

Hotel 

 

 Address: P.Makhmud Str 1 

Phone: +998 62 3752753 

Khiva 

132.  B&B Lali Opa 

Hotel 

 

 Address: Kalantarov Str (Outside of the city wall, 

just slightly north of the western gate (main gate) 

Phone: +998 62 3754449 

 

Khiva 

133.  B&B Otabek 

Hotel 

 

 Address: Islam Hoja Str 3 

Phone: +998 62 3756177 

Khiva 

134.  B&B Ganishon 

Afanshi Hotel 

 Address: P.Makhmud Str 3 (in a traditional house 

in the old city) 

Phone: +998 62 6759569 

 

Khiva 

135.  Malika Khiva 

Hotel 

 Address: 19A, P. Kori (just outside the West gate) 

Phone: +998 62 3752665 

Email: info@malika-khiva.com 

 

Khiva 

136.  Malika 

Khorezm Hotel 

 

 Address: 5 Center (near the north gate of the old 

town and near the trolleybus stop) 

Phone: +998 62 3755451 

 

Khiva 

137.  Schachrizofa 

Hotel 

 

 Address: Islam Hoja Str 35 (boutique hotel with 

nice wood carvings) 

Phone: +998 62 3759532 

 

Khiva 

138.  Orient Star 

Khiva Hotel 

 

 Address: 1 Paklavan Makhmud 

 

Khiva 

139.  Malika 

Kheivak Hotel 

 Address: 10 Islam Khodja 

Phone: +998 662 330197 

 

Khiva 

140.  Asia Khiva 

Hotel 

 Address: Kadir Yaqubova (outside the South gate) 

Phone: +998 62 375-76-83 

Khiva 

 

  

mailto:info@malika-khiva.com
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ANNEX 2 

Travel Agencies 

№ Travel agency Details Region 

Turkey 

 

1.  Vangölü Tourism 

 

Address: İpekyol Str. Infront of Park 

Kurtulush Van –Turkey 

Phone: +90 432 215 12 48 - 49 - 50 

E-mail: bilgi@vangoluturizm.com.tr 

Web:  www.vangoluturizm.com 

 

Van 

2.  Old Tushba Tour 

 

Adress:  16 Kazım Karabekir 

str., Van 

Phone: +90 432 210 06 59 – 60 – 61 

Fax: +90 432 215 66 82 

Mob: +90 535 970 98 30 

E-mail:    info@oldtusbatour.com 

Web-site:  www.oldtusbatour.com 

 

Van 

3.  Ayanıs Tourism 

 

Adress:  1 Cumhuriyet str., Van 

Phone: +90 (432) 210 15 15  

             +90 (432) 214 28 80 

Fax:  +90 (432) 214 18 34 

E-mail: ayanis@ayanis.com.tr 

Web-site: www.ayanis.com.tr 

 

Van 

4.  Charpanak Tourism 

 

Adress:  Kazım Karabekir str., Van 

Phone: +90 (432) 214 44 64  

           +90 (432) 214 61 95 

Fax: +90 (432) 214 61 95 

E-

mail: carpanak_tour@hotmail.com 

Web-site: www.carpanakturizm.com 

 

Van 

5.  Haldi Tourism Adress:  1 Cumhuriyet str., Van 

Phone: +90 432 212 27 90 

Fax: +90 432 212 27 90 

Mob: +90 532 568 14 21 

E-mail: info@halditour.com.tr 

Web-site:  www.halditour.com.tr 

Van 

mailto:bilgi@vangoluturizm.com.tr
http://www.vangoluturizm.com/
mailto:info@oldtusbatour.com
http://www.oldtusbatour.com/
mailto:ayanis@ayanis.com.tr
http://www.ayanis.com.tr/
mailto:carpanak_tour@hotmail.com
http://www.carpanakturizm.com/
mailto:info@halditour.com.tr
http://www.halditour.com.tr/
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6.  Esadash Tourism 

 

Address : Cumhuriyet Caddesi 

No:7/A / Erzurum / Turkey 

Phone: +90-442-444 00 25 

            +90-442-235 22 01 

Fax: +90-442-235 22 05 

Web: www.esadas.com 

 

Erzurum 

7.  Dadash Tourism 

 

Address : Cumhuriyet Caddesi 

No:23 / Erzurum / Turkey 

Phone: +90-442-444 25 00 

             +90-442-233 95 30 

Fax:     +90-442-235 20 00 

Web:  www.dadasturizm.com.tr 

 

Erzurum 

8.  Palandoken Tourism 

 

Address : Cumhuriyet Caddesi / 

Erzurum / Turkey 

Phone: +90-442-444 00 09 

Web: www.palandokenturizm.com.tr 

 

Erzurum 

9.  05-Tur Özler 

 

Address : Gümüslü Yakutiye dist., 

14 Mehmet Pasha str. /Amasya / 

Türkiye 

Phone: +90 358 218 59 23 

Fax:  +90 358 212 98 47 

Email: amaseiatour@hotmail.com 

 

Amasya 

10.  Bashlangich Tourism 

 

Address : Dere dist. MKP str. 

Belediye İsh Centre 42-Z10/Amasya 

/ Türkiye 

Phone: +90 358 212 22 80 / 81 

Fax: +90 358 212 22 215 

Email: 

ismet.baslangic@hotmail.com 

 

Amasya 

11.  Ilgi Tourism (Amasya 

Branch) 

 

Address : Hacilar meydani dist. 

Yavuz acar str. Canikli Apt. 

NO:52/A /Amasya / Türkiye 

Phone: +90 358 213 10 88 

Fax:     +90 358 213 10 88 

Email: info@ilgitour.com 

 

Amasya 

http://www.esadas.com/
http://www.dadasturizm.com.tr/
http://www.palandokenturizm.com.tr/
mailto:amaseiatour@hotmail.com
mailto:ismet.baslangic@hotmail.com
mailto:info@ilgitour.com
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12.  Amaseia Tour 

 

Address : Mustafa Kemal Paşa Str, 

Beyazitpaşa dist., Fatih Aptr.,    

No:23/Amasya / Türkiye 

Phone: +90 358 218 59 23 

Fax: +90 358 212 98 47 

Email: amaseiatour@hotmail.com 

 

Amasya 

13.  Fazemon Tourism 

 

Address : Harmanlar dist., Avci str., 

Halise Hanim apt., NO:6/A /Amasya 

/ Türkiye 

Phone: +90 358 514 55 11 

             +90 358 514 02 22 

Fax: +90 358 513 06 66 

Email: 

fazemonturizm@hotmail.com 

 

Amasya 

14.  Misket Travel Address : Mustafa Kemal Pasha str. 

No 67/6/Amasya / Türkiye 

Phone: +90 358 218 90 01 

Fax: +90 358 218 92 95 

Email: info@miskettravel.com.tr 

info@miskethunting.com.tr 

Web:  www.miskettravel.com.tr 

 

Amasya 

Azerbaijan 

 

15.  “SPORT LUXURY”

  

Address: Ataturk ave, 23, building 

No 8, apt 61. Ganja, Azerbaijan  

Phone: (+994 22) 256-08-86  

Ganja 

16.  “Efes Travel” Address: Shahsevenler str. 22a 

Phone/Fax: (+994 22) 257-49-47 

E_mail:info@efestravel.az 

Web: www.efestravel.az  

Ganja 

Kazakhstan 

 

17.  Otrar Travel 

 

Address: 2 / 43 The Republic 

avenue, Shymkent city, Kazakhstan. 

Phone: +7 (7252) 40 23 49, 

Fax: +7 (7252) 40 24 31   

E-mail: cit@otrar.kz 

 

Otrar 

18.  Taraz Travel 

 

Address: 42 Tole bi street 

(«Zhambyl» hotel), 080000 Taraz 

Taraz 

mailto:amaseiatour@hotmail.com
mailto:fazemonturizm@hotmail.com
mailto:%20info@miskettravel.com.tr
mailto:%20info@miskettravel.com.tr
http://www.miskettravel.com.tr/
mailto:cit@otrar.kz


149 
 

city, Kazakhstan 

Phone: +7(7262) 45 59 68 

 

Uzbekistan 

 

19.  Darvesh Tour Service Address: 1 Kok Saray str., 

Samarkand, Post index: 140157 

Phone: +998 66 2100730 

Fax: +998 66 2100729 

GSM.: +998 66 2277246 

E-mail: darveshtours@bk.ru, 

info@darveshtours.com 

Web: www.darveshtours.com 

 

Samarkand 

20.  KaravanTravel Address: 72 M.Koshqari str., 

Samarkand, Post index: 140100 

Phone: + 998 66 210 11 23 

Fax: + 998 66 231 11 38 

E-mail: info@karavan-travel.com, 

jahongir@karavan-travel.com 

Web: www.karavan-travel.com 

 

Samarkand 

21.  Shéhérazade Voyages 

 

Address: 75 Uluqbek str., 

Samarkand, Post index: 140103 

Phone: +998 66 233 27 40 

Fax: +998 66 210 02 09 

E-mail: 

sheherazade_voyages@yahoo.fr 

Web: www.sheherazade-voyages.fr 

 

Samarkand 

22.  Sogda Tour 

 

Address: 38 Registan str., 

Samarkand, Post index: 140101 

Phone: +998 66 2353423 

            +998 66 2353609 

Fax: +99866 2351706 

Hot-Line: +998 93 7231890 

E-mail: info@sogda-tour.com, 

tours@sogda-tour.com 

Web: www.sogda-tour.com 

 

Samarkand 

23.  Bella-tour Travel firm 

"Sabina-Xanum" 

Address: 5/4-10 Muxammad Ikbol 

str., Bukhara, Post index: 200100 

Bukhara 

mailto:darveshtours@bk.ru
mailto:info@darveshtours.com
http://www.darveshtours.com/
mailto:info@karavan-travel.com
mailto:jahongir@karavan-travel.com
http://www.karavantravel.com/
mailto:sheherazade_voyages@yahoo.fr
http://sheherazade-tour.ru/
mailto:info@sogda-tour.com
mailto:tours@sogda-tour.com
http://www.sogda-tour.com/
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Phone: +998(65)2236927 

            +998(65)2239344 

Fax: +998(65)223-93-44 

GSM.: +99890 510 04 17 

E-mail: a.bella@mail.ru 

 

24.  Bukhoroturist ltd. 

 

Address: 8 Muminov str., Bukhara, 

Post index: 200100 

Phone: +998(65)2231359 

               +998(65)2235750 

               +998(65)2231104 

Fax: +998(65)2231236 

E-mail: 

www.grandbukhorohotel.com 

 

Bukhara 

25.  Chor Minor Fayz Ltd 

 

 

Address: 131 M.Ambar str., 

Bukhara, Post index: 200100 

Phone:  +998(65)2245350 

Fax: +998(65)2245350 

GSM: +99893 6511970 

 

Bukhara 

26.  Honai Mubinjon 

 

Address: 4 Eshoni Pir str., Bukhara, 

Post index: 200118 

Phone: +998(65)2242005        

+998(65)2243733 

 

Bukhara 

27.  Intelekt Invest Travel 

Ltd 

 

Address: 258 B.Nakshbandiy str., 

Bukhara, Post index: 200100 

Phone: +998(65)3549140; 

GSM: +99893 6862211 

 

Bukhara 

28.  Islomidin. Private firm Address: 10 Yangi-Er str., Bukhara, 

Post index: 200100 

Phone/Fax: +998(65)2287859 

GSM: +99893 6528556 

 

Bukhara 

29.  K.Komil. Private trade 

firm 

 

 

Address: 40 Baraqiyon str., Bukhara, 

Post index: 200100 

Phone: +998(65)2210800; 

Fax: +998(65)2210858 

GSM: +99890 7150305 

E-mail: www.komiltravel.com 

Bukhara 

mailto:a.bella@mail.ru
http://www.grandbukhorohotel.com/
http://www.komiltravel.com/
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30.  Klassik-tur. Private firm 

 

Address: 78 B.Nakshbandiy str., 

Bukhara, Post index: 200118 

Phone: +998(65)2241629 

Fax: +998(65)2243169 

E-mail: www.klasstur.uz 

 

Bukhara 

31.  Sarrafon-travel. Private 

enterprise 

 

 

 

Address: 4 Sarrafon str., Bukhara, 

Post index: 200118 

Phone: +998(65)2210502; 

Fax: +998(65)2210502 

GSM: +99891 4020641 

E-mail: www.sarrafon-travel.uz 

 

Bukhara 

32.  Uzbekturizm. Bukhara 

Department 

 

Address: 8 Muminov str., Bukhara, 

Post index: 200100 

Phone: +998(65)2232276 

+998(65)223110 

+998(65)2231236 

Fax: +998(65)2231236 

 

Bukhara 

33.  Sis-travel. Branch 

 

Address: 14 Ibroxim Mumin str., 

Bukhara, Post index: 200100 

Phone: +998(65)2265060 

E-mail: www.sis-travel.uz 

 

Bukhara 

34.  Vista Travel 

 

Address: 89, Feruz Street, Khiva 

city, Khorezm region, Uzbekistan, 

Post index: 220900 

Phone: +99891 273-77-17 

           +99890 997-95-35 

E-mail: info@vistatravel.uz , 

booking@vistatravel.uz 

Web: www.vistatravel.uz 

 

Khiva 

35.  Zukhro Travel 

 

Address: 2 P.Makhmud 

str.,Urgench, Uzbekistan. 

Phone/Fax: +998 (62) 223 14 25 

Mobile: +998 (93) 466 33 06 

E-mail: info@zukhrotravel.com 

Web: www.zukhrotravel.com 

 

Khiva 

http://www.klasstur.uz/
http://www.sarrafon-travel.uz/
http://www.sis-travel.uz/
mailto:info@vistatravel.uz
mailto:booking@vistatravel.uz
http://www.vistatravel.uz/
mailto:info@zukhrotravel.com
http://www.zukhrotravel.com/
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ANNEX 3 

Tour program 1 

“Turkic-Islamic cities of common archaeological heritage” tour 

23 days  / 22 nights 

Turkey – Azerbaijan – Kazakhstan – Uzbekistan 

 

Day 1 

 

12.15 – Meeting with the group in Istanbul and travelling to Van  

14.40 – Meeting at the Van Airport  

16.00 – Visit to Modern Van city. Van Lake. Overnight stay in Van 

 

Day 2  

 

07.30 – Breakfast 

08.00 – Visit to ruins of Van city 

13.00 –Van Castle  

14.00 – Lunch 

18.00 – Visit to Halime Hatun Tomb 

20.00 – Dinner  

23.00 – Overnight stay in Tatvan 

 

Day 3 

 

07.30 – Breakfast 

08.00 – Departure to Ahlat 

11.00 – Visit to Ahlat Seljuk Cemetery, Bayindir Mosque and Tomb 

14.00 – Lunch 

15.00 – Visit to Ahlat Castle, Ahlat Museum 

17.00 – Departure to Erzurum. Arrival at the hotel 

 

Day 4 

 

07.30 – Breakfast 

08.00 – Visit to Erzurum Castle, Erzurum Museum, Girkhlar Tomb, Abu Ishaq 

Kazaruni Tomb, Ali agha Fountain and Tapsi Minaret 

13.00 – Visit to the Archaeological Museum of Erzurum  

14.00 – Lunch  

15.00 – Visit to the Rustem Pasha Bedestan. Oltu (local black stone) carving workshops  

18.00 – Departure to Erzurum. Arrival at the hotel   
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Day 5 

 

07.30 – Breakfast 

08.00 – Visit to the Amasya Castle and tour of archaeological sites 

11.00 – Visit to the Sarajhana Mosque, Masjid Kulliye, Shirvan Mosque, Yukharı Turbe 

Masjid, Sabunchuoghlu Hospital  

14.00 – Lunch 

15.00 – Visit to Archaeological Museum of Amasya and Shehzadeler Museum  

20.00 – Dinner 

22.00 – Overnight stay in Amasya 

 

Day 6 

 

07.00 – Breakfast 

08.20 – Departure from Merzifon Airport to Istanbul Ataturk Airport   

09.45 – Meeting in İstanbul Atatürk Airport. Transfer 

11.00 – City Tour: Topkapi Palace, Sultan Ahmet Mosque and Hagia Sophia museum 

14.00 – Lunch 

15.00 – Visit to the İstanbul Archaeological Museum 

18.00 – Free time. Shopping Centre 

20.00 – Dinner 

02.45 – Departure from Istanbul Ataturk Airport to Ganja Airport  

  

Day 7 

 

08.25 – Meeting in Ganja Airport. Transfer. Accommodation in hotel.  

11.00 – Ganja city tour, visit to an old hamam, mosque and caravanserai in the city 

centre  

14.00 – Lunch 

15.00 – Visit to Imamzade Religious Complex, remnants of old Ganja city, Jomard 

Gassabs and Nizami Ganjavi Mausoleum 

20.00 – Dinner 

22.00 – Overnight stay in Ganja 

  

Day 8 

 

07.30 – Breakfast 

08.00 – Departure to Shamkir  

11.00 – Muhtariyya village. Tour of an archaeological site in the Shamkir old town, 

Tour of the Shamkir Castle  

14.00 – Lunch 

18.00 – Shamkir city excursion 
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20.00 – Dinner 

22.00 – Departure to Gabala. Accommodation in hotel 

 

Day 9 

 

07.30 – Breakfast 

09.00 – Visit to the Gabala Archaeological Centre, Salbir and Gala settlements 

10.00 – Visit to the Gabala Castle  

14.00 – Lunch 

15.00 – Visit to the Hazra Tombs 

20.00 – Dinner 

21.00 – Departure to Shamakhi city. Accommodation in hotel 

 

Day 10 

 

07.30 – Breakfast 

09.00 – Visit to the Gulistan Fortress   

14.00 – Lunch 

15.00 – Visit to the Shamakhi Juma Mosque, Yeddi Gunbez Mausoleum, Shamakhi 

History Museum and Shamakhi Lore Museum   

20.00 – Dinner 

21.00 – Overnight stay in Shamakhi 

 

Day 11 

 

07.30 – Breakfast 

08.00 – Departure to Aghsu  

09.00 – Tour of the Medieval Aghsu Town Archaeological Tourism Complex and 

participation in archaeological explorations (upon request) 

12.00 – Lunch in the Archaeological Tourism Complex  

13.00 – Visit to Mehravan Castle 

15.00 – Departure from Aghsu to Gobustan  

16.30 – Visit to the Gobustan National Historical-Artistic Reservation 

19.00 – Departure to Baku 

20.00 – Dinner.  

21.00 – Overnight stay in Baku 

 

Day 12 

 

07.30 – Breakfast 

08.00 – Visit to Icherisheher Historical-Architectural Reservation, Maiden Tower and 

the Shirvanshahlar Palace Complex  
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12.00 – Tea break at the Archaeological Park 

14.00 – Lunch 

15.00 – Visit to the Gala Archaeological and Ethnographic Museum Complex and 

“Ateshgah” Temple of Fire Worshippers 

18.00 – Baku city tour and shopping. Free time 

20.00 – Dinner 

23.40 – Departure from Baku to Almaty. Accommodation in hotel. Overnight stay in 

Almaty. 

 

Day 13 

 

07.30 – Breakfast 

09.00 – Almaty city tour  

14.00 – Lunch 

15.00 – Visit to the History Museum. City tour. 

17.00 – Free time 

20.00 – Dinner 

22.00 – Overnight stay in Almaty 

Day 14 

 

07.30 – Breakfast 

09.00 – Departure to Esik  

10.00 – Visit to Kurgan Desert and Esik Museum 

12.30 – Lunch in Esik  

13.30 – Departure to Tamgali 

15.30 – Visit to Tamgali Reservation and rock carvings  

16.00 – Tour of Tamgali 

20.00 – Dinner 

23.00 – Departure to Taraz. Accommodation in hotel. Overnight stay in Taraz. 

 

Day 15 

 

07.30 – Breakfast 

13.00 – Visit to the Old Town 

14.00 – Lunch 

15.00 – Tour of Taraz city 

18.00 – Departure to Turkistan. Accommodation in hotel. Overnight stay in Turkistan 

  

Day 16 

 

07.30 – Breakfast 

10.00 – Visit to the Hazret Sultan Complex and Ruins of the Yassi city  
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14.00 – Lunch 

15.00 – Acquaintance with handworks manufactured by Turkistan craftsmen  

19.00 – Dinner.  Overnight stay in Turkistan  

 

Day 17 

 

07.30 – Breakfast 

09.00 – Departure to Otrar 

13.00 – Otrar excursion and visit to the Arslan Baba Complex  

14.00 – Lunch 

15.00 – Visit to Otrar ancient city ruins 

20.00 – Dinner 

18.00 – Departure to Uzbekistan border  

20.00 – Crossing the Uzbekistan border 

21.00 – Meeting the group on the Uzbekistan part of the border. Transfer. 

Accommodation in hotel. Overnight stay in Tashkent 

 

Day 18 

 

07.30 – Breakfast 

09.00 – Visit to the Tashkent State History Museum and other landmarks in the city 

14.00 – Lunch 

15.00 – Visit to a local museum where one of the first manuscripts of the Kuran is kept 

16.00 – City tour 

20.00 – Dinner 

22.00 – Overnight stay in Tashkent 

 

Day 19 

 

07.30 – Breakfast 

08.00 – Departure to Samarkand (by train)  

10.00 – Visit to the Gur Amir Mausoleum, Shahi Zinda Mausoleum Complex, Ulugbek 

Observatory and Museum  

14.00 – Lunch 

15.00 – Visit to the Afrasiyab ancient city ruins, Registan Complex, Bibi Hanum 

Complex, İmam Tomb and Imam Bukhari Mosque 

20.00 – Dinner 

21.00 – Accommodation in hotel. Overnight stay in Samarkand 

 

Day 20 

07.30 – Breakfast 

08.00 – Departure to Shahrisabz 

http://www.art.com/products/p22114776695-sa-i7657806/ruins-of-the-ancient-town-of-otrar-kazakhstan.htm
http://www.advantour.com/uzbekistan/tashkent/history-museum.htm
https://www.google.ru/search?q=Tomb+and+mosque+of+Imam+Bukhari&newwindow=1&sa=N&biw=1600&bih=796&tbm=isch&tbo=u&source=univ&ei=EGg7VMi9Cpb5aoDHgrAP&ved=0CBsQsAQ


157 
 

09.30 – Shahrisabz city tour  

14.00 – Lunch 

16.00 – Visit to the Ak Saray Complex, Darus Saodat Complex, Darut-Tilovat 

Architectural Complex 

20.00 – Dinner 

18.00 – Departure to Bukhara 

23.00 – Accommodation in hotel. Overnight stay in Bukhara 

 

Day 21 

 

07.30 – Breakfast 

09.00 – Visit to the Poi Kalan Architectural Complex, Kunya-Ark Castle 

14.00 – Lunch 

15.00 – Visit to the Shah Naqshband Tomb   

18.00 – Bukhara City tour and shopping  

21.00 – Departure to Khiva. Accommodation in hotel. Overnight stay in Khiva 

 

Day 22 

 

07.30 – Breakfast 

09.00 – Departure to Khiva (480 km) 

13.00 - A Picnic on the Road 

17.00 –Arrival to Khiva.  

20.00 - Dinner 

22.00 – Accommodation in hotel. Overnight stay in Khiva 

 

Day 23 

 

09.00 – Breakfast 

09.30 – Visit to Ichan Kala and Dishan Kala. 

In the evening transfer to Airport. Departure to Tashkent. Arrival to Tashkent. 

Transfer to Tashkent International Airport. 
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ANNEX 4 

Tour program 2 

 

"PEARLS OF ISLAMIC ARCHAEOLOGY" TOUR 

 

17 days / 16 nights 

Turkey – Azerbaijan – Uzbekistan - Kazakhstan 

 

 

Day 1 

 

Participants of tour gather in city of Van.  

 

 

Day 2-3-4 

 

Tourists take part in archaeological explorations in Old Van city and camping in 

excavation site. They join the excavations in the noon and after excavations they visit 

places of interest of Van, Ahlat and Gevash.  

 

 

Day 5 

 

The participants of the tour arrive in Istanbul from Van and leave for Baku from 

Istanbul by aircraft. They stay for one night in Baku and depart to Agsu.  

 

 

Day 6-7-8 

 

Tourists join archaeological excavations in medieval Agsu town and camping in 

excavation site. They join the excavations in the noon and after excavations they visit 

places of interest of Agsu, Shamakhi and Ismayilli.  

 

 

Day 9 

 

Tourists leave for Baku from Agsu and from Baku to Tashkent by plane. The group 

stays for one night in Tashkent. They leaves for Samarkand from Tashkent. 

 

 

Day 10-11-12 

 

Tourists join archaeological excavations in old Afrasiab city in Samarkand and camping 

in excavation site. They stay at night in the hotel in Samarkand city. They join the 

excavations in the noon and after excavations they visit places of interest of Samarkand 

and Shakhrisabz.  
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Day 13 

 

Tourists go to Tashkent from Samarkand. They leave for Otrar in Kazakstan via 

crossing ashore border.  

 

 

Day 14-15-16 

 

Tourists join archaeological researches in medieval Otrar town and camping in 

excavation site. They join the excavations in the noon and after excavations they visit 

places of interest of Otrar and Turkistan. 

 

 

Day 17 

 

Tourists  leave Otrar for Tashkent again. They depart to their country via crossing 

ashore border from Tashkent airport.  
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ANNEX 5 

Template questionnaire 

     Questionnaire was devloped in 3 languages (Turkish, Azerbaijani and Russian) 

according to the countries. 

 

Arkeolojik turizm üzere soru anketi 

1. İsim, soyad, doğum tarihi ve mesleğiniz 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

2. Arkeolojik sit alanının kurumsallık tarihi 

____________________________________________________________ 

3. Arkeolojik sit alanına sorumlu kişi ve ya kurum  

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

4. Sit alanının yapısı 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

5. Sit alanının adresi, irtibat telefonları, web sayfası, e-posta 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

6. Çalışanların tahmini sayısı (bilimsel çalışanlar, akademisyen, 

danışmanlar ve uzmanlar dahil) 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 



161 
 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

7. Alanın yönetim planı, stratejisi var mı ve hangi modele geçerli? 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

8. Sit alanının bulunduğu arazi kaç metrekare? 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

9. Arkeolojik sit alanının toprak mülkiyeti kime aittir? 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

10. Arkeolojik kazılardakı buluntulrın elektronik veritabanı mevcuttur mu 

ve onları online modunda kullanmak mümkün mü? 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

11. Bulunan kalıntılar, maddi kültür objeleri ile ilgili hikaye, rivayet, 

folklor örnekleri var mı? 

___________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

12. Arkeolojik sit alanında turistler için özel güzergahlar belirlenmiş mi? 

Onlar için gezi metni tertip olunurken hangi kriterler önemli (yaş, uzmanlık 

derecesi, çıkarlar vb.)? 

____________________________________________________________ 
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____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

13. Arazide dinlenme ve korunma yerleri, internet olanakları var mı? 

Onların sayısı ve hızından memnun musunuz? 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

14. Arkeolojik sit alanında fiziksel olanakları sınırlı insanlar için turizm 

güzergahları, ulaşım araçları, gezi metni ve sergilenme imkanları dikkate 

alınmış mı? 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

15. Sit alanında hareket için hangi ulaşım araçları kullanılabilir? 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

16. Öğrenciler ve gönüllüler için arkeolojik kazılara katılma imkanı veya 

herhangi interaktif programlar var mı? 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 
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17. Sit alanında kadro seçimi, uzmanlaşma ve olgunlaştırma kursları var 

mı? 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

18. Sit alanına gelen turistlerle anket sorusu yapılıyor mu? 

____________________________________________________________ 

19. Sit alanına daha çok hangi yaş grubu ve hangi meslek sahipi turistler 

geliyor?  

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

20. Diğer yaş gruplarından olan turistleri sit alanına çekmek için hangi işler 

yapılıyor?____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

21. Arkeolojik sit alanında ve çevresinde modern altyapı var mı? 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

22. Alanda ve ya çevresinde fuar, moda gösterisi, sanat festivalleri, fotoğraf 

sergisi, yarışma, master-klaslar yapılıyor mu? 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 
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23. Lütfen, genel ziyaretçilerin, iç veya dış turistlerin sayısını not edin. 

Sizce, yurtiçi veya yabancı turistlerin alan ilgi farkı nedir? 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

24. Arkeolojik sit alanını kültürel, ekolojik ve diğer turizm alanına da 

dönüştürmek imkanı var mı? 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

25. Arkeolojik sit alanının devamlı ilgi odağı haline gelme ihtimalini nasıl 

değerlendiriyorsunuz ve bunun için öncelikle hangi sorunlar çözülmelidir? 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

26. Arkeolojik sit alanının diğer ülkelerde benzeri veya ortağı var mı, 

onlarla ilişki kuruyorsunuz mu, ortak projeler yapıyorsunuz mu? 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

27. Alanın turizm potansiyelini öğrenmek amacıyla izleme ve pazarlama 

araştırmalarının devamlılığı? 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 
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28. Arkeolojik sit alanı ile ilgili temel bilimsel araştırmalar aparılmış mı ve 

hangi yılda? 

___________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

29. Sit alanı ile ilgili konferans, seminer, panel ve sergiler yapılmış mı? 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

30. Arkeolojik sit alanının temel sorunları nelerdir ve onların çözümü 

kimin yetkisindedir, Siz ne destek vere bilersiniz? 

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

 

İlginiz için teşekkür ederiz.  
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ANNEX 6 

Questionnaire results 

 

Turkey 

The monitoring and surveys were also organized in Van and Ahlat cities in 

Turkey. 19 people took part in the survey. They belonged to different age groups and 

held various professions. The number of respondents in Van was 12, while it was 7 in 

Ahlat.   

The age groups of respondents in Van:  

20-30 years old – 10 persons 

30-50 years old – 3 persons. 

 

The age groups of respondents in Ahlat:  

28-46 – 6 persons.   

 

Occupations:  

Van:  

6 students 

1 arts historian 

1 tourist  

2 museum researchers  

1 academician 

 

Ahlat:  

1 official 

1 economist 

1 archaeologist 

4 respondents did not indicate their professions. 

 

Question: “When was the archaeological tourism facility established?”  

Answers covering both Van and Ahlat:  

4 respondents: “2011” 

1 respondent: “2012 –2013” 

14 respondents did not answer the question 

 

Question: “Has the authorities appointed someone or an organization to be in 

charge of the archaeological monument?”  

Answers covering both Van and Ahlat:  

9 respondents: “Ministry of Culture and Tourism” 

3 respondents: “Prof. Recai Karahan” 
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1 respondent: “Don’t know” 

1 respondent: “Van region” 

5 respondents did not answer the question   

 

Question: “What can you tell about type and structure of monument?”  

Answers covering both Van and Ahlat:  

1 respondent: “Old grave in Ahlat” 

1 respondent: “Historical place” 

7 respondents: “1st level archaeological object structure” 

1 respondent: “Ancient cemetery from Seljuk period. Turkic – Islamic 

graveyard” 

6 respondents did not answer the question   

 

Question: “What is the registered address, webpage and email of the 

monument?”  

Answers covering both Van and Ahlat:  

5 respondents: “Ahlat / Bitlis” 

4 respondents: “Van – Tushba” 

3 respondents: “Old Van City” 

1 respondent: “There is none” 

6 respondents did not answer the question   

 

Question: “How many people are employed at the monument (researchers, 

scholars, advisors and experts)?”  

Answers covering both Van and Ahlat:  

2 respondents: “17” 

2 respondents: “Between 40-50” 

3 respondents: “20” 

1 respondent: “30-40” 

4 respondents: “15” 

1 respondent: “40” 

1 respondent: “37” 

1 respondent: “20-30” 

4 respondents did not answer the question   

 

Question: “Does the Monument have a management plan and a strategy and 

which model is used?”  

Answers covering both Van and Ahlat:  

3 respondents: “I have no information” 

3 respondents: “Plan Care System” 

1 respondent: “There is no” 

12 respondents did not answer the question   
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Question: “How much area does the Monument occupy?”  

Answers covering both Van and Ahlat:  

3 respondents: “210.000 m2” 

3 respondents: “300 m2” 

1 respondent: “250.000 m2” 

1 respondent: “100.000 m2” 

1 respondent: “200.000 m2” 

1 respondent: “I don’t know exactly” 

9 respondents did not answer the question   

  

Question: “Who owns the territory on which the archaeological tourism object is 

located?”  

Answers covering both Van and Ahlat:  

11 respondents: “Ministry of Culture and Tourism” 

2 respondents: “Citizens” 

6 respondents did not answer the question   

 

Question: “Do internet searches provide information on archaeological 

excavations that have been carried out in the area?  Is it possible to upload such 

information to the internet?” 

Answers covering both Van and Ahlat:  

2 respondents: “I have no information” 

1 respondent: “Because there is no copyright in step restoration” 

5 respondents: “No” 

1 respondent: “It can be used” 

9 respondents did not answer the question   

 

Question: “Have stories, legends, and folklore samples been collected about the 

monuments, artefacts and objects?”  

Answers covering both Van and Ahlat:  

1 respondent: “I have no information” 

1 respondent: “I know that it is old, but I have not heard any stories about it” 

3 respondents: “There are not any” 

3 respondents: “There are” 

4 respondents: “There are probably, but it should be studied” 

7 respondents did not answer the question   

 

Question: “Are the special routes defined for the tourists in the archaeological 

tourism facility?  What criteria have been used for compiling excursion texts? (Age, 

specialty, interests, etc.)”  

Answers covering both Van and Ahlat:  
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3 respondents: “Yes, done. Tourists of various languages and ages are available 

there” 

3 respondents: “Defined somehow” 

10 respondents did not answer the question   

 

Question: “Are there any rest areas and internet access points in the area?  If yes, 

are you satisfied with their numbers and the internet speed?”  

Answers covering both Van and Ahlat:  

10 respondents: “There is and I am very satisfied” 

3 respondents: “Rest area exists, but internet access does not” 

3 respondents: “No” 

3 respondents did not answer the question   

 

Question: “Are tourism routes, means of transportation, excursions texts and 

exposition opportunities provided for people with physical disabilities in the 

archaeological tourism object?”  

Answers covering both Van and Ahlat:  

1 respondent: “Group transportation” 

1 respondent: “No” 

2 respondents: “There are” 

9 respondents: “There are not” 

2 respondents: “It is paid attention” 

4 respondents did not answer the question   

 

Question: “What kinds of transportation can be used for moving within the 

tourism facility?”  

Answers covering both Van and Ahlat:  

2 respondents: “No” 

1 respondent: “Difficult road” 

8 respondents: “Walking and bicycles for places located at short distances and 

cars for long distances” 

2 respondents: “There is no transport” 

3 respondents: “Only walking, because there are no roads for cars in the 

excavation area” 

3 respondents did not answer the question   

 

Question: “Are there any interactive programs for schoolchildren and volunteers 

to take part in the archaeological excavations?”  

Answers covering both Van and Ahlat:  

3 respondents: “No” 

7 respondents: “There are” 

3 respondents: “People with the relevant specialty can join the excavations” 
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3 respondents did not answer the question   

 

Question: “Are additional professional courses and recruitment organized for the 

personnel?”  

Answers covering both Van and Ahlat:  

10 respondents: “No” 

3 respondents: “Yes” 

2 respondents: “I have no information about that” 

3 respondents did not answer the question   

 

Question: “Are there any surveys that have been carried out with tourists who 

visit the facility?”  

Answers covering both Van and Ahlat:  

17 respondents: “No” 

1 respondents: “Are held relatively” 

 

Question: “What can you tell about the age distribution and professions of the 

tourists who visit the facility?” 

Answers covering both Van and Ahlat:  

1 respondent: “Tourists of different age groups come” 

3 respondents: “40-65 age tourists come, I’m unaware of their specialty” 

1 respondent: “Tourist group of 30-50 age” 

4 respondents: “20-65 age groups” 

1 respondent: “30-60 age groups” 

4 respondents: “People of any age and specialty come” 

2 respondents: “Adults” 

2 respondents did not answer the question  

 

Question: “What measures are taken to attract tourists from different age 

groups?”  

Answers covering both Van and Ahlat:  

11 respondents: “None” 

2 respondents: “They are taken.  For instance, Ahlat exhibition week” 

4 respondents: “Yes” 

1 respondent did not provide any answers.  

 

Question: “Have the archaeological tourism facility and the settlements around it 

been equipped with modern infrastructure?”  

Answers covering both Van and Ahlat:  

1 respondent: “It might be turned into a nice park” 

10 respondents: “There is infrastructure” 

1 respondent: “It is being discussed” 
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6 respondents did not answer the question  

 

Question: “Are exhibitions, fashion shows, arts festivals, photo exhibitions, 

contests, and master class shows organized in the area?”  

Answers covering both Van and Ahlat:  

6 respondents: “Such events should extensively be promoted and organized” 

1 respondent: “There is a need for many professionals” 

4 respondents: “Many festivals and tours should be arranged” 

7 respondents did not answer the question  

 

Question: “What must be done to increase the attractiveness of the 

archaeological facility, which problems must be solved?”  

Answers covering both Van and Ahlat:  

3 respondents: “it must be promoted widely, the non-registered objects must be 

officially registered” 

1 respondent: “Roads must be repaired” 

2 respondents: “They should be restored and promoted” 

4 respondents: “Provision of delivery, greeting and location services, which 

must be a consistent focus on wide promotion”  

1 respondent: “There is a need for more professionals” 

5 respondents did not answer the question  

 

Question: “Are there any other archaeological sites with exactly the same 

features in other countries?  Have you made contacts with them and if so, have you 

implemented any common projects?”  

Answers covering both Van and Ahlat:  

4 respondents: “No” 

2 respondents: “It has no analogue since it is the first Turkic-Islamic cemetery in 

the world, there is no possibility” 

2 respondents: “Don’t know” 

2 respondents: “There is still not”  

8 respondents did not answer the question  

 

Question: “What can you tell about the consistency of research and marketing 

studies, as part of the education capacity to study tourism?” 

Answers covering both Van and Ahlat:  

1 respondent: “There is” 

1 respondent: “There is orderliness and so on” 

4 respondents: “Don’t work” 

2 respondents: “I don’t know”  

11 respondents did not answer the question  
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Question: “Do you believe that substantial amount of scientific research has 

been carried out in regards to the archaeological facility and if so, when?” 

Answers covering both Van and Ahlat:  

1 respondent: “Done and every year. During the last years, a lot of work has 

been done and more exact data has been obtained” 

2 respondents: “Consistent excavations have been conducted since 1970 until 

now. This year there has been interruptions in the works” 

1 respondent: “Various studies have been done since 1971, but there is no 

information on materials and documents” 

1 respondent: “I don’t know”  

1 respondent: “Yes”  

1 respondent: “2012-2013”  

11 respondents did not answer the question  

 

 Question: “Have seminars, conferences, exhibitions, and other events organized 

in regards to the Monument?” 

Answers covering both Van and Ahlat:  

1 respondent: “I have no information” 

6 respondents: “Yes” 

1 respondent: “No” 

1 respondent: “Seminar and conferences are held every year”  

1 respondent: “Such events have been organized in the past and now”  

7 respondents did not answer the question  

 

Question: “What are the main problems faced by the archaeological facility and 

who is in charge of solving such issues?  How can you contribute?”  

Answers covering both Van and Ahlat:  

1 respondent: “The area is under state control, more serious work can be done 

from the safety aspect. More areas can be registered” 

1 respondent: “I have not observed any problems.  When there is a problem, the 

management will solve it” 

1 respondent: “The main problem – Its protection and restoration. The Ministry 

of Culture is competent to solve this. To inform the people around us” 

5 respondents: “There is no care, no promotion and advertisement. First, the 

Ministry of Culture and Tourism, as well as the local government should do this” 

1 respondent: “We send tourists” 

3 respondents: “Registered by the state” 

5 respondents did not answer the question  

 

 

 

Azerbaijan 
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The monitoring and surveys were held in Shamkir city in Azerbaijan in May 

2014. The 5 respondents (all males) who took part in the survey in Shamkir city had 

different professions and age groups (32-60).  

 

Occupations:  

3 archaeologists 

1 cultural and educational staff,  

1 historian. 

 

Question: “When was the archaeological tourism facility established?”  

Answers:  

2 respondents: “in 2007” 

3 respondents did not answer the question  

 

Question: “Has the authorities appointed someone or an organization to be in 

charge of the archaeological monument?”  

Answers: 

2 respondents: “Culture and Tourism Department” 

3 respondents did not answer the question  

 

Question: “What can you tell about type and structure of monument?”  

None of the 5 respondents answered the question 

 

Question: “What is the registered address, webpage and email of the 

monument?”  

Answers: 

2 respondents: “Shamkir region, Mukhtariyya Village, www.shamkir-archeo.az” 

3 respondents: “www.shamkir-archeo.az”  

 

Question: “How many people are employed at the monument (researchers, 

scholars, advisors and experts)?  

None of the 5 respondents answered the question. 

 

Question: “Does the Monument have a management plan and a strategy and 

which model is used?”  

None of the 5 respondents answered the question. 

 

Question: “How much area does the Monument occupy?”  

Answers: 

“More than 30 hectares”. 
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Question: “Has the site been allocated a protection zone (historic or cultural 

landscape)?  If so, how much does this area cover?? ”  

None of the 5 respondents answered the question. 

 

Question: “Who owns the territory on which the archaeological tourism object is 

located?”  

Answers: 

2 respondents: “The state” 

3 respondents did not answer the question  

 

Question: “Do internet searches provide information on archaeological 

excavations that have been carried out in the area?  Is it possible to upload such 

information to the internet?”  

None of the 5 respondents answered the question. 

 

Question: “Were stories, legends, and folklore samples collected about the 

monuments, artefacts and objects?”  

None of the 5 respondents answered the question. 

 

Question: “Are the special routes defined for the tourists in the archaeological 

tourism facility?  What criteria have been used for compiling excursion texts? (Age, 

specialty, interests, etc.)  

Answers: 

2 respondents: “Defined. Interest is basic measure” 

3 respondents did not answer the question  

 

Question: “Are there any rest areas and internet access points in the area?  If yes, 

are you satisfied with their numbers and the internet speed?”  

None of the 5 respondents answered the question. 

 

Question: “Are tourism routes, means of transportation, excursions texts and 

exposition opportunities provided for people with physical disabilities in the 

archaeological tourism object?”  

None of the 5 respondents answered the question. 

 

Question: “What kinds of transportation can be used for moving within the 

tourism facility?” 

Answers: 

2 respondents: “Cars can be used” 

2 respondents: “Automobile” 

 



175 
 

Question: “Are there any interactive programs for schoolchildren and volunteers 

to take part in the archaeological excavations?” 

Answers: 

1 respondent: “Local students and pupils take part” 

1 respondent: “Local students always take part” 

1 respondent: “Students take part during summer holiday” 

1 respondent: “Local students (10-15 people) participate in every summer” 

1 respondent did not answer the question  

 

Question: “Are additional professional courses and recruitment organized for the 

personnel?” None of the 5 respondents answered the question. 

 

Question: “Are there any surveys that have been carried out with tourists who 

visit the facility?”  

Answers: 

3 respondents: “No” 

2 respondents did not answer the question  

 

Question: “What can you tell about the age distribution and professions of the 

tourists who visit the facility?”  

Answers: 

2 respondents: “All age groups are available” 

3 respondents did not answer the question  

 

Question: “What measures are taken to attract tourists from different age 

groups?”  

None of the 5 respondents answered the question. 

 

Question: “Have the archaeological tourism facility and the settlements around it 

been equipped with modern infrastructure?”  

Answers: 

2 respondents: “Yes, exists” 

3 respondents did not answer the question  

 

Question: “Are exhibitions, fashion shows, arts festivals, photo exhibitions, 

contests, and master class shows organized in the area?”  

None of the 5 respondents answered the question. 

 

Question: “Are the tourists local or foreign?”  

Answers: 

2 respondents: “Both local and foreign” 

3 respondents did not answer the question  
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Question: “Can the archaeological tourism object be used in cultural, ecological 

and other types of tourism?”  

None of the 5 respondents answered the question. 

 

Question: “What must be done to increase the attractiveness of the 

archaeological facility, which problems must be solved?”  

Answers: 

1 respondent: “It is possible to turn this area to a permanent tourist destination. 

Therefore first of, all the road to archaeological tourism object must be renovated” 

1 respondent: “It is possible to turn this area to a permanent tourist destination.  

In order to do that, first of all historical and cultural monuments must be given a reserve 

status and roads must be renovated” 

3 respondents did not answer the question  

 

Question: “Are there any other archaeological sites with exactly the same 

features in other countries?  Have you made contacts with them and if so, have you 

implemented any common projects?”  

None of the 5 respondents answered the question. 

 

Question: “What can you tell about the consistency of research and marketing 

studies, as part of the education capacity to study tourism?”  

None of the 5 respondents answered the question. 

 

Question: “Do you believe that substantial amount of scientific research has 

been carried out in regards to the archaeological facility and if so, when?”  

Answers: 

1 respondent: “Lasts from 2006 till nowadays” 

1 respondent: “Since 2006” 

1 respondent: “Lasts since 2006” 

2 respondents: “Yes, scientific research is being carried out since 2006” 

 

Question: “Have scientific and scientific-practical conferences, expeditions, and 

other events been organized in relation to the Monument, and if so, are there any 

available publications or reports?”  

Answers: 

2 respondents: “Yes. One national and two international conferences on the 

monument were held” 

1 respondent: “3 scientific-practical conferences were arranged” 

1 respondent: “One national and two international conferences on the monument 

were held” 

1 respondent: “One national and two international conferences were arranged” 
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Question: “What are the main problems of archaeological object and who is 

responsible for their solution?”  

None of the 5 respondents answered the question. 

 

 

Kazakhstan 

The monitoring and surveys were held in Turkistan, Otrar, Tamgali and Esik 

cities of Kazakhstan in June 2014. In total, 13 people took part in the survey in 

Kazakhstan Republic.  

 

Details about the survey participants was as following:  

 

Turkistan city – 4 respondents (one woman and three men); 40, 58, 33 years old 

(one person did not indicate his/her age); 1 historian, 2 historians-archaeologists, 1 

lawyer; 3 of the respondents worked for the Hazrat Sultan” State Reserve Museum, 

while one person for the Kazakhstan Ministry of Culture. 

 

Tamgali city – 3 respondents (three men); 59, 50, 27 years old; 1 deputy, 1 

inspector, 1 guard  

 

Otrar – 5 respondents (three men and two women); 42, 41, 31, 30 years old (one 

person did not indicate his/her age); 1 did not indicate specialty, 1 historian 

archaeologist, 1 museum worker, 1 museum and monument protector, 1 technician-

programmer. 

 

Esik 1 respondent (a man); 67 years old; PhD in History 

 

Question: “When was the archaeological tourism facility established and what is 

it called?” Answers: 

1 respondent in Turkistan: “Hazrat Sultan” State Reserve Museum in Turkistan 

city was created in 2000” 

1 respondent in Tamgali: “Open Air museum was created in 2003” 

1 respondent in Tamgali: “In 2004” 

1respondent in Tamgali: “In 2002” 

3 respondents in Otrar: “State Archaeological Reserve-Museum was created in 

1979” 

2 respondents on Otrar did not answer the question.   

1 respondent in Esik: “Issık State Historical-Cultural Reserve Museum was 

established in 2010”. 

 

Question: “What can you tell about type and structure of monument?”  
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Answers in Turkistan: 

3 respondents: “The object includes a medieval town, a settlement (150 units) 

and an irrigation system (canals – 250 units), as well as Bronze, Saka and Turkic 

cemeteries” 

1 respondent did not answer the question 

 

Answers in Tamgali: 

3 respondents: “There is an open Air archaeological museum”  

 

Answers in Otrar: 

2 respondents: “The Museum has 5 departments: 1. Archaeology and monument 

protection 2. Restoration and conservation; 3. Funds; 4. Ethnography; 5. Literature and 

art” 

2 respondents simply wrote the name of the Museum 

1 respondent did not answer the question 

 

Answers in Esik:  

1 respondent: “History and culture of the Saka Dynasty” 

 

Question: “What is the registered address, webpage and email of the 

monument?”  

 

Answers in Turkistan:  

“Hazrat Sultan” State Reserve-Museum located in Kazakhstan Republic, South 

Kazanbas province, Turkistan city, 70 Tauke Khan Avenue, telephone: 872533-412-22, 

e-mail: azret_sultan@mail.ru”  

 

Answers in Tamgali:  

“Tamgali Open Air Museum’s address: Almaty province, Jambul region, 

Karabastau Village, telephone: 872759-30210, 87777214847” 

 

Answers in Otrar:  

“Otrar State Archaeological Reserve and Museum’s address: Otrar region, 

Shaulder Village, Jibek-Jolı №1, telephone: 8-72544-21-1-50, web-site: 

otrarmuseum.kz, e-mail: otrarhukh@mail.ru” 

 

Answers in Esik “Issik State Historical and Cultural Reserve Museum address: 

Almaty province, Enbekshikazakh region, Esik city”. 

 

Question: “How many people are employed at the monument (researchers, 

scholars, advisors and experts)?”  
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Answers in Turkistan:  

“In Hazrat Sultan” State Reserve-Museum there are 29 positions, 3 of them are 

scientific researchers, and one PhD in History”.  

 

Answers in Tamgali:  

1 respondent: “There are 8 positions in the Open Air Museum” 

1 respondent: “10 positions”  

1 respondent did not answer the question.  

 

Answers in Otrar:  

2 respondents: “State Archaeological Reserve Museum has 62 state units, 

including two staff members with PhD in History” 

1 respondent: “There are 56 positions” 

2 respondents: “There are 56 positions, including two staff members with PhD 

degrees and 20 researchers”  

 

Answers in Esik:  

1 respondent: “Issik State Historical and Cultural Reserve-Museum has 23 

positions”, including three staff members with academic degrees” 

 

Question: “Does the Monument have a management plan and a strategy and 

which model is used?”  

 

Answers in Turkistan: 

3 respondents: “Cultural heritage” (“Madeni mura”) state program”  

1 respondent: “I don’t know” 

 

Answers in Tamgali:  

2 respondents: “There are” 

1 respondent: “There are, a hotel is being built”.  

 

Answers in Otrar: 

2 respondents: “The Reserve-Museum has a master development plan on the 

tourism infrastructure and tourism objects” 

1 respondent: “Yes, Kazakhstan model”  

2 respondents: “Kazakhstan has a management plan”.  

 

Answers in Esik: “There is a plan. The model of “open Air museum” is 

planned”. 

 

Question: “How much area does the Monument occupy?”  
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Answers in Tamgali:  

1 respondent: “3800 hectares” 

1 respondent: “2 hectare excavation site, the total area is 2800 hectares” 

1 respondent: “3000 hectares” 

 

Answers in Otrar: 

2 respondents: “11 thousand hectares” 

1 respondent: “Over 2000 hectares” 

1 respondent: “Approximately 2500 m2” 

1 respondent: “2431, 2 m2”  

 

Answers in Esik: 

1 respondent: “300 hectares” 

 

Question: “Has the site been allocated a protection zone (historic or cultural 

landscape)?  If so, how much does this area cover?” 

 

Answers in Turkistan:  

1 respondent: “I don’t know” 

1 respondent: “The territories are allocated by the Parliament of the Republic of 

Kazakhstan.  Only 86 ha as the protection zone and 20 ha as natural landscape has been 

allocated to Turkistan.” 

1 respondent did not answer the question 

 

Answers in Tamgali: 

2 respondents: “An area for protection of the cultural landscape and 9 hectares as 

a sanitary-protection zone” 

1 respondent: “Six fields” 

 

Answers in Otrar:  

2 respondents: “The protection zone covers 11 thousand hectares” 

1 respondent: “Yes” 

1 respondent: “No”  

1 respondent did not answer the question 

 

Answers in Esik: 

1 respondent: “There is one area for the cultural landscape, the area covers 300 

hectares in total, as a unique sanitary-protection zone” 

 

Question: “Who owns the territory on which the archaeological tourism object is 

located?”  
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Answers in Turkistan: 

4 respondents: “Hazrat Sultan” State Reserve-Museum” 

 

Answers in Tamgali: 

2 respondents: “Ministry of Culture” 

1 respondent: “State” 

 

Answers in Otrar: 

2 respondents: “Otrar Archaeological Reserve Museum” 

2 respondents: “State, the Ministry of Culture” 

1 respondent: “State” 

 

Answers in Esik  

1 respondent: “The Ministry of Culture of Kazakhstan Republic” 

 

Question: “Do internet searches provide information on archaeological 

excavations that have been carried out in the area?  Is it possible to upload such 

information to the internet?”  

 

Answers in Turkistan:  

2 respondents: “No” 

1 respondent: “I don’t know” 

1 respondent did not answer 

 

Answers in Tamgali: 

1 respondent: “Digital search options” 

1 respondent: “E-mail” 

1 respondent: “There is a digital database at the Museum” 

 

Answers in Otrar: 

1 respondent: “There is a digital database, without access to the internet” 

3 respondents: “Yes” 

 

Answers in Esik: 

1 respondent: “Yes” 

 

Question: “Were stories, legends, and folklore samples collected about the 

monuments, artefacts and objects?”  

 

Answers in Turkistan: 

3 respondents: “Yes” 
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1 respondent: “I don’t know”  

 

Answers in Tamgali: 

1 respondent: “Folklore” 

1 respondent: “I have not heard about that” 

1 respondent: “I don’t know” 

 

Answers in Otrar: 

1 respondent: “Yes” 

1 respondent: “Yes.  “Medieval Otrar” a book authored by M. Kojan and 

published in 2006” 

1 respondent: “In books” 

1 respondent: “There are old manuscripts, stories, and legends in the books” 

 

Answers in Esik: 

1 respondent: “There are, collected, but not published” 

 

Question: “Are the special routes defined for the tourists in the archaeological 

tourism facility?  What criteria have been used for compiling excursion texts? (Age, 

specialty, interests, etc.)”  

 

Answers in Turkistan: 

3 respondents: “Turkistan-Sauran-Mirtoba” 

2 respondents: “Turkistan-Shauqad-Otrar” 

2 respondents: “Turkistan-Juynek-Karnak, Turkistan-Ikan-Jusipata routes are 

defined” 

1 respondent: “Yes”  

 

Answers in Tamgali: 

1 respondent: “Routes without age restrictions” 

1 respondent: “Certain routes exist for various age restrictions” 

1 respondent: “Yes” 

1 respondent: “Schoolchildren and students” 

 

Answers in Otrar: 

1 respondent: “Special routes are prepared for all age groups.  Excursion texts 

exist for the guides” 

1 respondent: “Yes, defined and has a general character” 

1 respondent: “No” 

1 respondent: “Yes, excursions are done in three languages” 

1 respondent: “Yes” 
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Answers in Esik: 

1 respondent: “There is an excursion route along with the guide, no age 

restrictions” 

 

Question: “Are there any rest areas and internet access points in the area?  If yes, 

are you satisfied with their numbers and the internet speed?”  

 

Answers in Turkistan: 

1 respondent: “Yes” 

3 respondents: “There is none, not satisfactory”  

 

Answers in Tamgali:  

3 respondents: “There are areas with no access to the internet. There are benches 

and kiosks at rest areas”  

 

Answers in Otrar:  

1 respondent: “Only in Arsaqakbebe” 

1 respondent: “No” 

3 respondents: “Yes, fast internet access” 

 

Answers in Esik:  

1 respondent: “There are rest areas like kiosks and benches, internet access is 

only for the staff” 

 

Question: “Are tourism routes, means of transportation, excursions texts and 

exposition opportunities provided for people with physical disabilities in the 

archaeological tourism object?”  

 

Answers in Turkistan: 

2 respondents: “No, organizational issues are at the basic stage of development” 

2 respondents: “No” 

 

Answers in Tamgali:  

3 respondents: “No”  

 

Answers in Otrar:  

1 respondent: “Currently, there are no such facilities, installation of routes for 

the disabled are planned” 

4 respondents: “No”  

 

Answers in Esik:  
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1 respondent: “Routes are provided for the disabled, children and orphans, 

Excursions are free of charge for the disabled” 

 

Question: “What kinds of transportation can be used for moving within the 

tourism facility?”  

 

Answers in Turkistan:  

3 respondents: “On foot, no vehicles” 

1 respondent: “No roads”  

 

Answers in Tamgali:  

2 respondents: “Horses”  

1 respondent: “Cars and horses”  

 

Answers in Otrar:  

4 respondents: “Automobiles” 

1 respondent: “Taxi”  

 

Answers in Esik:  

1 respondent: “Cars and electro mobiles” 

 

Question: “Are there any interactive programs for schoolchildren and volunteers 

to take part in the archaeological excavations?”  

 

Answers in Turkistan:  

1 respondent: “No” 

3 respondents: “There is” 

Answers in Tamgali:  

1 respondent: “Archaeological excavations are not carried out” 

2 respondents: “No”  

 

Answers in Otrar:  

1 respondent: “Schoolchildren and volunteers have the possibility to join 

excavations with participation of scientific workers and archaeologists” 

2 respondents: “Yes, there are” 

1 respondent: “Our staff volunteer when necessary” 

1 respondent: “Our staff are volunteers. Local residents work as volunteers”  

 

Answers in Esik:  

1 respondent: “On Children’s Day, interactive and practical trainings on 

archaeological excavations and tools are organized”  
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Question: “Are additional professional courses and recruitment organized for the 

personnel?” 

 

Answers in Turkistan: 

4 respondents: “No” 

 

Answers in Tamgali:  

1 respondent: “I don’t know”  

2 respondents: “No”  

 

Answers in Otrar:  

2 respondents: “No” 

2 respondents: “Yes” 

1 respondent: “Often, in Russia”.  

 

Answers in Esik:  

1 respondent: “No, but planned”. 

 

Question: “Are there any surveys that have been carried out with tourists who 

visit the facility?”  

 

Answers in Turkistan: 

4 respondents: “Yes”  

 

Answers in Tamgali:  

3 respondents: “Yes” 

 

Answers in Otrar:  

4 respondents: “Yes” 

1 respondent: “No”  

 

Answers in Esik:  

1 respondent: “Natural” 

 

Question: “What can you tell about the age distribution and professions of the 

tourists who visit the facility?”  

 

Answers in Turkistan: 

2 respondents: “Mainly retired people and schoolchildren, also youth” 

2 respondents: “Different”  

 

Answers in Tamgali:  
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2 respondents: “Mainly students and schoolchildren” 

1 respondent: “Students” 

 

Answers in Otrar:  

2 respondents: “Adults and pilgrims” 

1 respondent: “High school students, university students, foreigners, citizens” 

2 respondents: “High school students, university students, and foreigners” 

 

Answers in Esik:  

1 respondent: “High school and university students” 

 

Question: “What measures are taken to attract tourists from different age 

groups?”  

 

Answers in Turkistan: 

1 respondent: “Nothing” 

3 respondents: “Exhibitions” 

 

Answers in Tamgali:  

1 respondent: “Promotion leaflets” 

1 respondent: “Meetings in educational institutions” 

1 respondent: “Seminars, open door days”.  

 

Answers in Otrar:  

1 respondent: “Meetings and mobile exhibitions with schoolchildren, lectures at 

schools, seminars with cultural staff and intellectuals”  

1 respondent: “No”  

1 respondent: “Various excursions and exhibitions”  

1 respondent: “We print brochures, leaflets and books, we travel to various cities 

of Kazakhstan with our exposition” 

1 respondent did not answer the question  

 

Answers in Esik:  

1 respondent: “Open door days, the international museum days with students” 

 

Question: “Have the archaeological tourism facility and the settlements around it 

been equipped with modern infrastructure?”  

 

Answers in Turkistan:  

3 respondents: “No” 

1 respondent: “Yes” 
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Answers in Tamgali:  

1 respondent: “It does not exist so far” 

1 respondent: “It exists at the entrance hall” 

1 respondent: “Yes” 

Answers in Otrar:  

1 respondent: “Hotel and shops exist” 

1 respondent: “No” 

2 respondents: “Yes” 

1 respondent: “Hotels and private houses for pilgrims”  

 

Answers in Esik:  

1 respondent: “Yes”. 

 

Question: “Are exhibitions, fashion shows, arts festivals, photo exhibitions, 

contests, and master class shows organized in the area?”  

 

Answers in Turkistan: 

4 respondents: “No” 

 

Answers in Tamgali:  

1 respondent:   

“There are no exhibitions in the area, but we go to exhibitions held in other 

regions and cities of the Republic” 

2 respondents: “No” 

 

Answers in Otrar:  

1 respondent: “A conference was organized to commemorate the anniversary of 

Otrar” 

1 respondent: “Exhibitions and seminars are organized” 

2 respondents: “Yes” 

1 respondent: “Trainings on handicrafts and pottery are organized very 

regularly”  

 

Answers in Esik:  

1 respondent: “No, but planned in the near future” 

 

Question: “Are the tourists local or foreign?”  

 

Answers in Turkistan:  

4 respondents: “Local” 

 

Answers in Tamgali:  
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1 respondent: “More foreign tourists” 

1 respondent: “Foreign tourists and local schoolchildren” 

1 respondent: “Foreigners” 

 

Answers in Otrar:  

4 respondents: “Local” 

1 respondent: “Local and foreign” 

 

Answers in Esik:  

1 respondent: ‘Local” 

 

Question: “Can the archaeological tourism object be used in cultural, ecological 

and other types of tourism?”  

 

Answers in Turkistan:  

1 respondent: “Yes” 

3 respondents: “No” 

 

Answers in Tamgali:  

2 respondents: “Yes” 

1 respondent: “No” 

 

Answers in Otrar:  

1 respondent: “The facility is a place of worship for muslims” 

2 respondents: “There is great potential” 

1 respondent: “Yes” 

1 respondent: “Natural, more cultural” 

 

Answers in Esik:  

1 respondent: “Tt is a historical and cultural reserve”. 

 

Question: “What must be done to increase the attractiveness of the 

archaeological facility, which problems must be solved?”  

 

Answers in Turkistan:  

1 respondent: “Restoration of the Open Air Museum” 

1 respondent: “Organization of the Open Air Museum” 

2 respondents: “I don’t know” 

 

Answers in Tamgali:  

1 respondent: “The facility has a development plan (structure, quality roads, 

hotels, offices, cafes and other objects)”  
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1 respondent: “Road infrastructure and facilities” 

1 respondent: “Hotel, water, electricity, canteen” 

 

Answers in Otrar:  

1 respondent: “Special routes and other facilities are needed in order to 

modernize the Museum, in addition to a good hotel for the tourists” 

1 respondent: “Attraction of tourists and refurbishment of facilities is possible 

with state sponsorship” 

1 respondent: “Administrative” 

1 respondent: “Yes, economic situation (budget)” 

1 respondent: “Protection of the archaeological site from tourists” 

 

Answers in Esik:  

1 respondent: “A museum is planned, which will be shaped as a kurgan” 

 

Question: “Are there any other archaeological sites with exactly the same 

features in other countries?  Have you made contacts with them and if so, have you 

implemented any common projects?”  

 

Answers in Turkistan: 

1 respondent: “No” 

3 respondents: “Uzbekistan.  No contacts have been made”  

 

Answers in Tamgali:  

1 respondent: “There are similar sites in Azerbaijan (Gamigaya in Nakhchivan, 

and Gobustan) and also in Kyrgyzstan”  

1 respondent: “There are similar sites in Azerbaijan and Kyrgyzstan” 

1 respondent: “I don’t know” 

 

Answers in Otrar:  

2 respondents: “I don’t know, no common projects” 

1 respondent: “No contacts. We had a joint project with the UNESCO in 2001-

2004”  

2 respondents: “No” 

 

Answers in Esik: 

1 respondent: “There is a similar site called Yassi-hoyuk in Ankara, Turkey.  We 

don’t have any contacts with them” 

 

Question: “What can you tell about the consistency of research and marketing 

studies, as part of the education capacity to study tourism?”  
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Answers in Turkistan: 

3 respondents: “Surveys are carried out, but not on a regular basis” 

1 respondent: “No” 

 

Answers in Tamgali:  

1 respondent: “It was organized”  

2 respondents: “I don’t know” 

 

Answers in Otrar:  

1 respondent: “In 2004-2013” 

1 respondent: “In 2004 and 2013”  

2 respondents: “No” 

1 respondent: “I don’t know”  

 

Answers in Esik:  

1 respondent: “Registration of tourists was done for further monitoring” 

 

Question: “Do you believe that substantial amount of scientific research has 

been carried out in regards to the archaeological facility and if so, when?”  

 

Answers in Turkistan: 

1 respondent: “I don’t know” 

3 respondents: “No”  

 

Answers in Tamgali:  

2 respondents: “In 1957, scientific researches were conducted by Anna 

Maksimova” 

1 respondent: “In1988” 

 

Answers in Otrar: 

2 respondents: “40 years ago” 

1 respondent: “I don’t know” 

2 respondents: “UNESCO in 2000” 

 

Answers in Esik: 

1 respondent: “Topographic studies in 1979, dedicated to the “Golden Man” and 

“Issik Kurgan”, book authored by Kamal Akishev, printed in Moscow in 1979 by the 

“Elm” printing house” 

 

Question: “Have scientific and scientific-practical conferences, expeditions, and 

other events been organized in relation to the Monument, and if so, are there any 

available publications or reports?”  
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Answers in Turkistan: 

4 respondents: “Many events have been organized” 

 

Answers in Tamgali:  

3 respondents: “Conferences and expeditions have been organized”  

 

Answers in Otrar:  

2 respondents: “A scientific-practical conference was organized in 2011” 

1 respondent: “Very often” 

1 respondent: “Regularly organized, based on the annual plan” 

1 respondent: “Every year, based on the plan” 

 

Answers in Esik:  

1 respondent: “Yes.  The last one was an international academic conference on 

the 90th anniversary of Kamal Akishev, organized on 28th April 2014.  This event 

contributed a lot to the development of archaeology in Kazakhstan” 

 

Question: “What are the main problems faced by the archaeological facility and 

who is in charge of solving such issues?  How can you contribute?” 

 

 Answers in Turkistan:  

1 respondent: “Lack of personnel” 

1 respondent: “Transportation and the infrastructure” 

1 respondent: “Mainly transportation” 

1 respondent: “Transportation, the infrastructure, financial problems, etc.”  

 

Answers in Tamgali:  

1 respondent: “No electricity, roads are in bad conditions, there is no water, and 

technical provisions are weak” 

1 respondent: “Roads are in a bad condition, no electricity, authorities in Jambul 

region” 

1 respondent: “Roads and so on, the state should solve these problems” 

 

Answers in Otrar:  

1 respondent: “The main problem is preservation, restoration and conservation 

of monuments” 1 respondent: “The main problem is protection of archaeological objects 

from destruction. The government finances restoration and protection of the 

monuments” 

1 respondent: “I don’t know” 

1 respondent: “Protection of cultural sites” 

1 respondent: “All problems are solved by the management” 
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Answers in Esik:  

1 respondent: “There are some problems caused by external persons” 

 

 

 

Uzbekistan 

The monitoring and surveys were held in Termez and Shahrisabz cities of 

Uzbekistan in June 2014.  4 persons took part in the survey in Termez. Three of the 

respondents were women and 1 was a male. 

 

Age distribution of the respondents: 

 

In Termez:  

2 respondents - 35 years old.  The other 2 respondents did not indicate their ages. 

 

Respondents’ occupation:  

 

In Termez city:  

2 historians 

1 researcher 

1 did not answer.  

 

The two of the respondents in Termez work at the Archaeology Museum and the 

other two at the Sultan Saodat. 

 

Question: “When was the archaeological tourism facility established and what is 

it called?”  

 

Answers:  

1 respondent: “The Termez Archaeological Museum was established in 2002” 

1 respondent: “In 1982”  

1 respondent: “Sultan Saodat was established in 1950” 

1 respondent did not answer the question 

 

Question: “What can you tell about type and structure of monument?”  

 

Answers:  

1 respondent: “The Termez Archaeology Museum includes 8 departments: 1. 

Stone and Bronze Age 2. Hellenism time 3. Kushan Cultural Age 4. Early Medieval 

Ages 5. Late Middle Ages 6. Timurids 7. Khanates 8. Numismatics”  

1 respondent: “Ottoman Ostiqali Museum”  
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1 respondent: “Architectural object” 

1 respondent did not answer the question 

 

Question: “What is the registered address, webpage and email of the 

monument?”  

 

Answers:  

2 respondents: “Uzbekistan, 190104, Termez, At-Termezay Street, 29a, 8-

3762213017, www.tam.uz”  

2 respondents: “Surkandarya Province, Charkurgalk region, Termez city” 

 

Question: “How many people are employed at the monument (researchers, 

scholars, advisors and experts)?”  

 

Answers:  

 

Termez Archaeological Museum  

1 respondent: “There are 74 positions, including 25 researchers, 1 professor, and 

4 staff members with PhD degrees.  The professor and staff members with PhD degrees 

work as experts” 

1 respondent: “There are 5 employees. Two of them work in the Fund and three 

are advisors”  

 

Sultan Saodat 

1 respondent: “There are two positions” 

1 respondent: “One position” 

 

Question: “Does the Monument have a management plan and a strategy and 

which model is used?”  

 

Answers:  

1 respondent: “The development plan of the Museum has been prepared” 

1 respondent: “There is a development plan” 

2 respondents: “Yes” 

 

Question: “How much area does the Monument occupy?”  

 

Answers:  

1 respondent: “117x34 m2” 

1 respondent: “Charkurgan region 50 m2” 

1 respondent: “300 m2” 

1 respondent did not answer the question 
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Question: “Has the site been allocated a protection zone (historic or cultural 

landscape)?  If so, how much does this area cover??”  

 

Answers:  

1 respondent: “Yes, historical landscape Fanzine” 

1 respondent: “Yes, Atratiyaqan” 

1 respondent: “Yes, 50 m2” 

1 respondent: “Yes” 

 

Question: “Who owns the territory on which the archaeological tourism object is 

located?”  

 

Answers:  

4 respondents: “State”. 

 

Question: “Do internet searches provide information on archaeological 

excavations that have been carried out in the area?  Is it possible to upload such 

information to the internet?”  

 

Answers:  

4 respondents: “Yes” 

 

Question: “Were stories, legends, and folklore samples collected about the 

monuments, artefacts and objects?”  

 

Answers:  

4 respondents: “Yes” 

 

Question: “Are the special routes defined for the tourists in the archaeological 

tourism facility?  What criteria have been used for compiling excursion texts? (Age, 

specialty, interests, etc.)”  

 

Answers:  

4 respondents: “Yes, for all age groups” 

 

Question: “Are there any rest areas and internet access points in the area?  If yes, 

are you satisfied with their numbers and the internet speed?”  

 

Answers:  

2 respondents: “Yes” 

2 respondents: “No” 
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Question: “Are tourism routes, means of transportation, excursions texts and 

exposition opportunities provided for people with physical disabilities in the 

archaeological tourism object?”  

 

Answers:  

1 respondent: “Yes” 

3 respondents: “No” 

 

Question: “What kinds of transportation can be used for moving within the 

tourism facility?”  

 

Answers:  

3 respondents: “Bus” 

1 respondent: “On foot and public transportation” 

 

Question: “Are there any interactive programs for schoolchildren and volunteers 

to take part in the archaeological excavations?”  

 

Answers:  

1 respondent: “Yes” 

3 respondents: “No” 

 

Question: “Are additional professional courses and recruitment organized for the 

personnel?  

 

Answers:  

1 respondent “Yes” 

3 respondents “No” 

 

Question: “Are there any surveys that have been carried out with tourists who 

visit the facility?”  

 

Answers:  

4 respondents: “Yes” 

 

Question: “What can you tell about the age distribution and professions of the 

tourists who visit the facility?” 

 

 Answers:  

1 respondent: “Adults and schoolchildren” 

1 respondent: “Children” 
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2 respondents: “All age groups” 

 

Question: “What measures are taken to attract tourists from different age 

groups?” 

 

Answers: 

1 respondent: “Music days” 

1 respondent: “Fashion” 

1 respondent: “Through the mass media” 

1 respondent: “Speeches on ethnography” 

 

Question: “Have the archaeological tourism facility and the settlements around it 

been equipped with modern infrastructure?”  

 

Answers:  

2 respondents: “No” 

2 respondents: “Yes” 

 

Question: “Are exhibitions, fashion shows, arts festivals, photo exhibitions, 

contests, and master class shows organized in the area?”  

 

Answers:  

1 respondent: “Yes, always” 

1 respondent: “National days” 

2 respondents: “Yes” 

 

Question: “Are the tourists local or foreign?”  

 

Answers:  

4 respondents: “Local” 

 

Question: “Can archaeological tourism object be turned to cultural, ecological 

and other tourism object?”  

 

Answers:  

4 respondents: “Yes” 

 

Question: “What must be done to increase the attractiveness of the 

archaeological facility, which problems must be solved?”  

 

Answers: 

4 respondents: “Improvement of the infrastructure” 
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Question: “Are there any other archaeological sites with exactly the same 

features in other countries?  Have you made contacts with them and if so, have you 

implemented any common projects?”  

 

Answers: 

1 respondent: “Termez Archaeology Museum Centre is the only specialized 

museum in Asia” 1 respondent: “Yes, there is one other such place too” 

2 respondents: “Yes” 

 

Question: “What can you tell about the consistency of research and marketing 

studies, as part of the education capacity to study tourism?” 

 

 Answers:  

1 respondent: “Annually” 

1 respondent: “Permanently” 

1 respondent: “Regularly” 

1 respondent: “Yes” 

 

Question: “Do you believe that substantial amount of scientific research has 

been carried out in regards to the archaeological facility and if so, when?”  

 

Answers:  

1 respondent: “Yes, in 2012” 

1 respondent: “Permanently” 

1 respondent: “Yes, in 2009” 

1 respondent: “Yes” 

 

Question: “Have scientific and scientific-practical conferences, expeditions, and 

other events been organized in relation to the Monument, and if so, are there any 

available publications or reports?”  

 

Answers: 

1 respondent: “Regularly” 

3 respondents: “Yes” 

 

Question: “What are the main problems of archaeological object and who is 

responsible for their solution?”  

 

Answers: 

4 respondents: “Improvement of the infrastructure” 
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